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A The INTRODUCTION. 
0 ED AVING x lige in the 
Ol | 17 I] former Part-of this Tres- 
nr WW - dice clearly, I hope, and 
90 demouſtritively. proved 
H the Perfection and pecu- 0 
T8 | ar Wiſdom of the Chti- 
i ian Inſtitution in all the ſeveril Parts 
4 of it, as it is fo adniitably contrived 
+ to reſtore Holineſs, alid to promote Pu- 
nay in Men's Lives, it order to the 
. oy OR of humane Nature in 
8 this and the next World; 1 purpoſe 
now to follow the Apoſtle St. James ; 
in his Method, and to ſhew alfo, That 
the Wiſdom and „ of i is 
7 — ene no 
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no leſs conſpicuous in its general De- 
ſign of promoting Peaceableneſs, or the 
Quiet and Tranquility of Mankind. 
Uhe he Wiſddm: whieb' is from above, is firtt 
e, ibin-Pecteable.. That is to ſay, 
road Wiſdom re it ſelf not 
only by pure, but alſo by peaceoble Ef- 
Teas. As therefore T have already ſhewn, 
that the Goſpel is the Wiſdom of God to 
_Man's Salvation ; ſo I purpoſe to make 
it appear, that it is the ſame divine 
Wiſdom to Man's Peace and Hupe 
in this World. 


Thus it is very ABI, and worth 


firſt endeavours to advance humane _ 
ture in its perfonal, and then in its po- 


our grad and ultimate Good; ad 
then alſo (as Tar as. poſſtble) conſülts 
our intermediate Happineſs. Firſt it 
takes care to make us good Chriſtians, 
fit for anot ber World; yt then good 
Subjects, and peaceable Citizens, fit for 
ahis. So that if we will be governed 
by the Goſpel-Laws, we may live com- 


I uſefully, and bappily in this 


nd the other World too. 

1 the rather chooſe to take notice 
by the Way of this ſpecial Order of 
Prov 


= 


Providence; mot ſo much to filenre 


which are owing to the Tratiſgreſſion 
bf the e eee as to ſhetꝰ, that 
up Puri —_ AN 5 
is (though not the ſole, yet che) 
and primary Deſign of the Ohtiſtin i 
ligion : is might eaſily de made good 
from this one Conſideration,” That God 
Hath not-provided ſo liberally for Man's 
Happineſs in this World, as he has done 
for other Creatures of an inferiour Or- 


and Peace, (as F [hall dhew ). Enough 
dence, Enough to fill up che Defefts, 


Life ; yet not H for .Satisfattion. 
_ "The World is too thick ſet with Ca- 


them All; every Inftance of Sorrow, 
every | unlucky Accident fpoils our Joy. 
In truth, dime Providence hath in- 
terwoven in the Nature of theſe ſub- 
lunary Things, fuch Abcerbities and Im · 
convenienties, that it Jobks mdte like 
a Place of Puniſinont thianSaviefaFion ʒ 
becauſe: the Lwo great ingtediante f 
4 „ 
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the Obections of unreaſonable Men, 


8 dugh the divine Goodneſs 
hath provided Eriough for Man's Delight 


to keep hin from repining at Pröri- 


tamities for any. one Perſon to eſcape 
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Te Introduction. 
Happineſs ate here wanting, -4bſoluft 
Contentnient, and Security for the future. 
This World, therefore, ſeeins intended 
to give Check to dur forbidden Delights, 
to mind us ( if not of à better præ ex- 
iſtent State that we have loſt, yet) of 
a better State that we may attain to, à 
hetter that God hath provided for us, if 


we behave ourfelves like Men and Chri- 


ſtians. Alas 1 all the Happineſs an 
Man cafi claim, or promiſe to himſelf 
here, is but a ſort of negative Con- 
tent, a partial Indolency, a' mere ab- 


ſence of Miſery, which is far enough 


from true Felicity; becauſe, properly 
ſpeaking,” tis but the Tranquillity of 
a Brute; and yet tis all a Man can 
hope for, and more than any the moſt 
fortunate could ever compaſs. It is the 
common Calamity of Mankind to be al- 
Ways craving, and never ſatisſied, to for- 
get what is paſt, and to be ſoon weary 
of what js preſent. So that after a Man 

hath ſeriouſſy reflected on the preſent 
State of Things, after all his Trouble 
in getting, his anxious Care in ken- 
ing, and the tormenting Fear of lofing 
that little Happineſs he hath made 2 
ſhift to compaſs: ; when he hath ſum- 
med up all his Content, he can never 
n 8 believe 
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believe that the wiſe and bountiful Cre- 


ator intended that for his F Happineſs ;| 
becauſe he will find that there is nothing 
ſuitable to his Nature, nothing large' 
enough for his Capacity, or commen- 
furate to his Duration, the Top of all 
Enjoyment here being little elſe but 


Satiety, Difreliſh, and Repentance. OE. 
It is true, God hath vouchſafed to 


Man great Prerogatives of Dominion 
and Power ; has given him Degrees of 
Perfection above infinite Numbers of 
Creatures below him ; he hath (as the 


Plſalmiſt expreſſes. it) crown'd him with. 
Glory and Honour; made him a little 


lower than the Angels, induing him 
with the noble Faculty of Reaſon, 
eee eee, OC 


* 


2 ED 


- + Quis ergo eric fraQus Juſticiz atq; Virtutis, ſi ni- 
bil habebit in vica niſi maſum ? Quod ſi Virtus qua 

na omnia terrena contemnit, mala univerſa ſapien- 
ti ſſimè perfert, ipſamq; mortem pro officio ſuſcipic, 
fine præmio eſſe non poteſt, quid ſuper eſt niſi mer- 


ces ejos Immortalitas ſola fir ? Nam fi cadit in homie 


nem beata vita, vt Philoſaphi volunt, in eo ſolo non 
8 = ergo & 2 Id enim ſolum 
beatum incorruptum; m incorruptum 
quod #rernum, Immortalitas ergo eſt ſammum bo- 
num; quia & Hominis, & Animi, & Vircuris eſt: Tau- 
rum ad hanc dirigimur, ad hanc capiendam nati ſu- 
mus. Idcirco nobis Deus virtutem Juſtitiamq; prope - 


nit, ur Ecernum illud Præmiam noſtris Labor ibus 3 f. 


ſequamur. LaZ. Epit. Cap. 35. 


3 


N 


while a ſort of Reprieve from Grief 


Tbe introduction 2 | 
which is the higheſt Name of 8 2 
in the viſible World, and is in a de- 


gree the Splendor 3 and Image. of the 


created Majeſty of God Mel Bur 
then if this World, as tis ona 
with Vanity, were the only Place 


Man's Abode, his Reaſon, and all his 


other glorious Endowments, woyld prove 
but — Een; 5 becauſe it is 
one of the Diſadvantages of being Wiſe; 
that it 7 5 Me againſt it ſelf, 8 

rinds a ſharper n it to woun 
n ſelf, a by. os fs 22 n- 
fon. Beſides, all Acts of Rea | 
ten the Pleaſures of . Senſe, T6 
that Man cannot reliſh animal Delig 
with the ſame Guſt, which other Crea: 
tures enjoy in an unlimited, uncon- 
trod, and exquiſite Manner. 

80 that the moſt of what a Man.can 
romiſe to himſelf from the Uſe of his 
Reaſon, belies the Honour, would be 
to be Purveyor for his Belly, to de 
Taylor for his Back, and Phyfician for 
his Health; and ſo perhaps may arrive 
at a Tae of Indolence, and get for a 


and Trouble: And yet, after all, he 
bas ſo little Knowledge and Power 


dver Cx external Nature, there are ſuch 


+ ! 7 9 


infmitg 
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infinite Numbers of the it ax FRE” 
which, the beſt fore- 


eaſily ſuppoſe him earneſtly wiſhing 


no Deſire, for fear of Fruſtration. 
Since therefore, Pleaſures - af 


and: agreeable, are not to be found with, 


Epicurus, but Experience teaches. us 
they axe treacherous and vain, we may 


reaſonably; conclude, that the ſame Di- 
vine Goodneſs, Which takes care a 
provide proper Food to anſwer the De- 


ſires of all his Creatures, has not made 


Man the only excepted. Inſtance of his 
Care; which yet would be à melan- 


choly Truth, if the firſt and chief De- 
ſign of our loving God was not the 


Purification of human Souls in this, 


the next, . 


However, as à further Jelielon 
of the Pivine Goodneſs; with reſpe&' 


to the. State of Things in this an 
it is to be conſider'd, "That thou 3 


thing can perfectly reconcile 


ry 


and Pain to the Mind, as they 10 
the 


watter of Senſe, yet it is muc 


ſame "TY N Miſery ford 


ſight. can; never! pre- 
vent, and Miſeries will be ſtill'crowd: 
ing ſo. — upon him, that we may 


Fes = ED That he might have 


World, in r to cheir Salvation in 15 
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N Pain be leſs, or our Minds ſtronger 

J' and better fortified to bear them; which 
in | is exactly the Caſe as to the Calami- 
ties of this World. This World, tis 
true, is 4 World of Miſery to Sin- 
ners, becauſe Sin is the 4 Source and 
Original of all Miſery ; but a Chris 
ſtian's Life may be made not only ve- 
| ry tolerable andeafy, but very comfor-' 
"IP teble and pleaſant, when it is fortified 
with ſuch” divine and chriſtian Graces, 

as will enable his Mind to bear thoſe 

Miſeries Sin hath brought into the 
World” 757/55. 0! 6 Fon of out 


Fore 


* 2 2 5 * a * WF 1 Lite 8 
"+ Non enim per ſe mala ſunt, quz Deus homini 
rationabilicer inſevit 3 ſed quum. ſint utigz naturã bo · 
nz, quoniam ad tuendam vitam ſunt attributa, mal? ut 
cudo fiunt mala. Ira igitur ad coercitionem pee · 
catorum, Cc. dara eſt a Deo, ut merus Licentiam com- 
primar & compeſcat Audaciam. Sed qui ter minos ejnz 
ignorantꝭ ira ſcuntur paribus, aut etiam potiotibus. Inde 
ad immania facinora profilitur : inde ad czdes, inde ad 
bella conſurgitur. iditas quoq; ad defideranda 
conquirenda vitæ neceſſatia eribura eſt · Sed qui neſciun 
fes ejus, inſatiabilitèr opes congerere nituntur. Hine 
Venena hinc Circumſcriptione:, Hing falſa Teſtamenta, 
hinc ommium Fraudum genera eruperunt. Libidinis 
utem Aſſectus ad procreandos Liberos inſtus & inna - 
tus eſt, ſed qui Limites ejus in animo non cenent, utun- 
tur eo ad ſolam voluptatem. Inde illiciti Amores, inde 
3 Adultera & ſtupra, inde omnes Iz oriuntur. 
3 Redigendi ſunt ergo iſti Affectus intra ſines ſuos, & 
e jp yiam rectam dirigeadi. Etiamſi ſint vehementes, 


Cufam egmen hahere noo pofſuor, Lad. Epit Cap. 61, 
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does eminently. promote, and there 


— 


Foraſmuch then as the Author of 


our Beings did deſign our Abode here 
for a Time, that we ſhould act a de- 


cent Part upon the Stage of this World, 
he hath ſo contriv'd it, that we may 
live in a comfortable Society, and 
may en joy the Help and Aſſiſtance of 
united Counſel, For which purpoſe 


we meet with ſuch © admirable Rules 


and Directions in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, that would Men but be perſua- 


. ded to follow its pacifick, prudential 
dt re- 


Meaſures, they might ſoon expe 

ally to enjoy all the Felicities of a 
poetical Golden Age, which are but 
the natural Effects of Peace and good 
Order. Which Peace and good Go- 
vernment (as I ſhall ſhew ) the Goſpel 


renders all the relative Duties of Life 


eaſy, ſweet, and pleaſant. 
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FENCE it is boy 
+4 | common Senſe and Ex: 
I”, perience, that all man- 
N DF 
— ety vi even 
ke Laws of Nature, 

it en tends to diſturb the 
and Tranquillity of Mankind, it 


de. an unneceſſary. Un- 


FR am to go about to prove, that 
the Chriſtian Religion (which I have 
ſo fully manifeſted is contrived. to pr 

mote the higheſt Degrees of Pay 
ſhould alſo effectually N the 2 
£ and Peace of 1 its Members, ſo 


ꝙ2 12 


Pe 


2 
. 
oy ond? — 
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* The general Defign if che Golpl part Il. 
1! | _- to encourage a perfect Harmony and 
I | However, ſince our Betis 

would"bear us in hand; ü Wa | 


— 1 


his Tei'd no. Advantage by & 
— ve Mankind by a deſigning Y 


nce a particy Exami- 
— on af this Plates may Mes fur- 
ther to diſplay the Beury and divine 


Wiſdom of the Chriſtian Inſtitution 
it my not be amiſg to make good r ls 
Propoſition alſq, That as . Wil- 
dom diſcovers it ſelf in promoting Pu- 
rity and Holineſs in Mens Lives., ſo 


it is no leſs difplay'd in conſulting 
the good Order and Government, the 
is firſt pure, ſo it is alſo 22 
and eaſy to be entreated,- 
nid, ad 

My preſent Argument 7" not Kad | 
me to copſider what moſt nominal Chri- 
of the Goſpel were but followed and 
put in pace Such indeed, as ho- 


Univerſal Peace and real Happineſs | of | | 
Mankind, 'True heavenly'Wildom, as 25 | 
and good | ruits, without? 

diner peer 5. 

ſtians are; but what real Chriſtians 
ſhould and will be, if the Laws and 3 
neſt Andere Chriſtians actuall/ were, 
* when 


WPD 
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Chap: I to promor? Peace: - 9 
when Chriſtianity firſt appeared in tiie 
World in its undiſguis'd Simplicity; be- | 
fore the Myſtery of Godlineſs was ſuſ- 
ceeded by a Myſtery of Iniquity; aud 
when Men diſputed leſs, and lived bet- 
ter. Now therefore. to diſcover the ge- 
neral Deſign of the Goſpel, with re- 
ſpect to the Happineſs of Mankind in 
this World, it will not be improper 
to look back to one or two of the 
main Prophecies concerning tlie Coming 
of the great Shilob, in order to ſee what 
ſort of Government the World might 
22 when the promiſed Meſſiah ap- 
Funn nt THE wort rag; 
5 To this purpoſe we are told by the | 
Evangelical Prophet, Of the increaſe of 16. g. 7. —M 
o + 
n End. And again, all judge Iſa 2. 4. 
among the Natithns/ and ſball rebuke =, 2 1 
ny People : they (ball beat their Swords 
into Plough-Shares, and their Spears in- 
to Pruning-Hooks '; Nation ſball not lift 
ußp Swor 2 Nation, neither ſball 
they learn War any more. Plainly in- 
timating, that when Chriſt ſhould ap- 
pear in the World with | a healing 
Goſpel, thoſe ſavage, and rude Incli- 
nations of Men to Acts of Cruelty and 
War, would be ſweetned and 
diode | 


% 


4 The general Defign of the Golpel Parti 
the Precepts of Humili Merk 

* and univerſal Charity. 5 
1. * ta the ſame P tells ws, The 
7, 8, 9. el Amel. with: the Lamb, and the 
Leopard ſhall he down with the Kid and 
the | Calf, and the young Lyon, and the 
Fatling together, and alittle Child 
Pa Then. And the Col and the 


ll, 
nile r Dos pal 2 — 


2 2 Hand on 
the . Den | They. ſball nat 
Hurt nor 2 in "ul my boy Moun- 
rain; for tbe Earth ſball te: ; 
Knowledge af the Lord, a | X 
r 
Happy Days ! w ah rink dl thi 
Temple of Janus ſhall be e 5 
but all Enmities and Antipathies:fhall 
ceaſe, all Acts of Hoſtility throughout 
all Nature ſhall vanifn. Thus it vs 
plainly foretold, that in the ge ef 
the Meſſiah, the Roughnels:of Mens 
Spitits, and the Feriry of their Ma · 
tures will be ſubdued ;, inſomuch that 
Richi and Poor, Potent and FPechle, 
Fier and Gentle, Wife and Unwiſe; 
Men Conditions a different, 


* : f | whole 


10 


$i | was Peace, Good-Will, and univet- 
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only Ny che ever 


chit 364 dne Pen. 


"whole Cotnplexiohs are warts, ite 
Powers of Body and Mind are 


with another. | 
'When' Chrift himſelf tweterpte hath, 


ſtand th oF his Rel : LA the _ Ten- 
eligion, H (as 

nel 15 11401 15 a wo = 
: but of the 'actidinral 


255 
| Event oi 1 TRA thereof, through the 


wicked Malice and Pervetſeneſs of Men. 


And fo” we thall find, Whenſbever he 


As of the proper Beſign of his cp- 
ming, he Always gives us to underſtandl, 


fal Charity; not to. l ant di, But 
70 17255 ko beal the Nations, even from 
Feat Part © of the. Miſeries of this 
Vi as 18 very evident fr the di- 
155 Tendercy of the Chriſtian ine. 
Fog hes 18 60 ſappreſs all Rage und Cru- 
elty in ſen one towards anott er, WE. 
dus that furious arid u Dpirit; 


Which is ſo troubleſome . e pe 
s che Occafion of fo many Miſchiefs and 
Alorders in it; ;"Htrodacthg at the — | 


ime a Religion Which confillts 
a Salvation of. 1008 
Souls, 


That Pe came not to ſnd Peace But is” ö 1 
Siebrd, we "are by no means to under- 


ſhall All live quietly and die otic | 


* Y. 


: s The general Deſign of the Goſpel Part I. | 
Souls, but their temporal Peace and 
Quietneſs, their Comfort and Happi- 

neſs in this World. Accordingly we 
have that divine Angelical Anthem re- 

i ed and ſung at the Birth of our 
Luke, 2. Lord, that great Prince of Peace, Glory 
14 be to Gad on bigb, on Earth Peace, good 


1 | This is fp very ee, 
| ly true of the Chriſtian Religion, that 


it was acknowledg'd by its very Ene- : 
mies, when the Obſervation of the Lives 
of the primitive Chriſtians had extorted 
this Confeſſion ; Behold ( lay they) hom 
VV 
Hachiabel himſelf takes occaſion fro 
hence to pick a Quarrel with Chriſti- 
anity ; becauſe. ( as he faith) it does 
emaſculate Men's Spirits, curbs a ven- 
t'rous Imagination, and ſo renders the 
great Genius's that ſtart up in every 
Age, unfit for great ni ; that 
is to boy, does not encourage ſuch da- 
ring Heroes, ſuch wo rs Monſters, 
as are apt to uſe their Vill with their 
Rigbt-Hand, and their Reaſon with 
their Left ; that drive Juſtice, and 
Peace, and Plenty before them, and then 
W - expe& to be admired for their Vice 
1 xy and Triumph. Men upp, 


3 Peace. 


Things uf what! Names they plex 
omp and Grandeur of A, 
— himſelf was furniſhed from Ra- 


man Blood ; infomuch (as one very 


well obſerves.) if his Power had been . 


equal to hia Ambition, God oould ſcarce- 
ly have made the W World faſter, than he 
would have deſtroyed it. 1 muſt con- 
feſs, if the: God of Nature made and 
this World, as 3 1 
and paſt away their Times in o — 
and — their Unberlage, th 

Machiauel was in the right for his 
mean Opinion of the Chriſtian Relic 
gion, tliat it diſcourages ſuch unlimi- 
ted Ambition and Power. If Wrecks; 
and Ruins, and Deſolations of Kings 
doms, are Marks of Greatneſs, then 


deſigned 
only for tis Leviathans to ſport 


s calls h rul h 
er SIP Wil, 45 —. . 


unter, or Invader of Property and 
Rig bt. In a word, If the Contrivance 


bf dhe 'Chriſtian Religion was only id 


advance Empire, and erilarge Dominion 


right or wrong; if the Wiſdom ther- 


ch e . in the 
Arts 


pine, and his Scarlet dyd with hu- 


” £1 0A 


Named was one of the firſt Braves-the : 
World ever av, becauſehe was riya; (as 
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me and unquiet. For which Reaſon one 
chngot but think with Sortom on ma- 


ſtation; that juſt ſo far as either Prince ot 


The Zeneral Defihnof the Gol Part I 
Thelleve it will be found a plain Demon-/ 


People leave or tranſgreſs the Laws of; 
CHriſt, o far the! Government muſt be 


ny: Goveruchentt in the World, where 
à Man for many Days may walk down - 
Sul and Moon and ſhufl ſooner ſes 
Apes and than a Creature of 
his oi Shapei; ok if he finds any of 
the few: miſerable Subjetts; they will 
be obſerved to have fa lohggroaned' 
under Tyrann , that they are not able 
to diſtinguiſti betwixt Power and Law; 
Some therefore think, if they can büt 
turn a flouriſting Kingdom into a de- 
ſolate Wilderneſs, they” may call rbir A 
pfof6itd -Peaes ; Li ſolinudinem freere,: 
Pabem 5 his indeed is Peace 
Witli a V engkance ſuch 4 Peace as 
makes Bays pe 16 to mou for 
wunt of Travelers | 
: "Whereas the. of Cliriſtidnity: 
in procurin Peace to the World, is not 
to lay it wu ſiæ, but ro inend and'refo 
#'; not to deſtroy and depopulate; but 
to crowd it with vertuous, peaveable, 
and obedient People. For when once 
ubbounded Avarice and Ambition are 
N ſuppreſſed, 


Chap. I. 0 — i 
ſuppreſſed, . -with- eafily -be 

taught to Rule with Clemency and MG 
deration, and Inferiours; to obey with 
Chearfulneſs. Where the Laws of 
Chriſt prevail, as there can be no Op 
preſſion from the Powerful, ſo there can 
be no Snares or Traps: laid forte Ini. 
nocent's no treacherous Friends, or ma- 
licious Eneinies; no Knave es; Cheats, or 
Hypocrites, the corrupt Veruin of the 
World, ene ſo .apr to ſwarm in all 
Places," IL 20 elt off bi S + any 

This, wit is 2 happy State in- 

deed, s, you if 1 ors not ateainable;' "tis. 

pity but it aud. Therefore not to 
dwell any er on Generals, left the 
Reader ' think thar'All-thar is to 
be ſaid on this Subject, is from a meet 
begging the Queſtion, IL ſhall now del 
ſcend to Particulars, and ſhew, That as 
the Laws of Chriſt do adairably oon, | 
ſult the Quiet and Happineſs of _ 
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* jects, ſo do they no leſs kindly | 
* trive the Eaſe and Security. of the — 
a by gaining to him not indy great Num 
+ bers, but great Friends; oe? only the 
* Arms, but the Hearts of his Subjects; 
: in which latter, without queſtion, the 
4 laſting Strength 'of any Government con- 


— bifs; which yet is always wanting, 
C 3 where 


- © 
* 


I2 


the 


where Prope 
Prince him 


where St. Paul ſaith firſt Let ev 


of Chriſtianity: 
4theſe-two,T hings. 


Tbe Defra of the Goſpel Part: n. 


is precarĩous, and the 
ſour and tyrannical. | 
Now chat: the Princt's Superiority, 


his juſt Right and Sovereighty,/ as well 


as the: Subj * 4 | 187 inainta1ried 
by the Chriflian Rehgion, is evident 
from that remarkable Chapter, Rom. 13. 


Soul ¶ every one without Exception ] 
be ſubjett to the bigher Powers.” And 
then to make the Subjects Obedience 
eaſy, he tells us, He is the Mini 1 ＋ of 
Gid far Hund. Kor to ſet this 
Matter in as clear a Light as ma ae 
and to repreſent the natural Ten 

to an unixerſal Peacdiich wit 
all preper Advaritages, I purpoſe to ſhew 
(1. ) That it does 
beget a guod Unterlanding and procure 
a friendly Cotreſpondence, betwixt Sus 
periors hey Inferiort. And alſo ( 2.9 
eſtabliſneti an amicable and laſti 


Friengfhip among Equals, amongſt al 


that are TO: ts en Jane CER: 
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ing (1) A Mey, 
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ew 

bes 3 e e 
Ire and Inferiort, between the N | 
Yu and te Ohiglnes n . 
29 As it ig 2 known' WMaxiin, "that there 


can be no ſettled efablih' Peace!? 
the World without 07 er, ſo it is 2 
plain, that there ean be no Order in 
any Society without the Diſtinction of 
Higb and Lom. There a he Zpxow 

and cy a Subordination of the Mem- 

bers; ſome intruſted with the Power 
of Cominanding, and others placed in 
a State of Obeying, as Things necef. 
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4 The Deſign of the Golpel Part- I; 
fary to ſupport the Peace of the World, 


which would otherwiſe be a confuſed 


lity Tag them that were or might 
be Pactakers of uncorrupted Nature. 
The firſt Society in = World con- 
fit 55 21 Two, * even there we 
nd this er of Superior and 
oo for Nature hath plainly pros | 


10 75 to the Mong If Sama 
m.with greater Sam} Body and ; 
4:5 to the ee pad 5 Superi- 

ors hag their Denies or Inferiors, it is 
ot. at all neceſſary to enquire into that; 
ecauſe it is plain Forms of Government 
are Things of human Inſtitution and 
e a Indeed, the Powers that 
Lor are found exiſting J ce undain- 

4d of God; ſettled 5 ſacred, 
erves the End of Government; 
but the Ordinance, or Way of ſettli 
it, is Mang; Which puts, or ſhou 


ut an to the rote ut Di- 
DB 25 Right. ES 
Leit my Subject leads me not to ſay 


1 any 


2 
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Chap. Il. en promote Peace. 
any thing further about chat, for the 


cauſe it is plain, neither our 


1 


ſatisfaRion of any private Chtiſtian ; be- 


Chriſt, nor his Apoſtles, ever ngeddled 
with it, either to Nate it. or to li 


mit it in any ſort 3 but left all to the 


Beginning of Things, and che general 
Reaſon and End of Government, the 
Preſervation of Property and Peace, or 


P : 
F : # XY — ; 
the Good. of Mankind 


Capacity, whoſe Buſineſs was not to 


lcan the Right and Title of. heir G. 

vernars, but to ſuhmit to Autherity and 
- publick Determinations; to ffndy rg be 
Wu, to mind their own Buſineſs, and to 


vidence had allotted them; otherwiſe 


they might entangle themſelves and their 


Conſcienees (as many others ſince have 
done) with inſuperable Difficulties and 


and more vehementh. urged,” or indif- 
pe required of All chat call them- 


ſelves 


His Buſineſs was not to make or mend 


find, that there is no one Duty in the 
Goſpel more frequently, more :6xpreſy, 


T: 


The Deſign of rk Goſpel Part Ii 


{elves Chriſtians, than'thatof an humble 


aud quiet Submiſſion to the higher Pow- 
ers atid publick Laws: The Reaſorits; 
dae it is indiſpenfably neceſſary 80 5 
preſetve Order; is the Der, and there- 
fore the moſt natural Way to Peace; For 
there can de no End of Quarrels, unleſt 
Men did generally and chearfully con. 


ſent to ſubemit to de Wiſdom and Jul 


ſtice of publick Beterminations; the Rea. 
ſonableneſs whereof we plainly ſes by 
the contrary Practice of ſuch Men, w 


when they grow head - ſtrong, and la 4. 
ids all-Reftraint, run immediately inte 


Tumult and Rebellio . 

I muſt 2 if all Men were wiſe 
motelt; juſt, Jalet, and dite Range 
there /would not be need of penal Laws, 
or of Magiſtrates to quicken and ere. 
cute them; no need of Rods, Axes, 
and Halters, to 12 Men to Odedi 
ence;' but every Man might ſafely be 


| allowed: to be a Law to himſelf” as 


[4 they fay )' was granted to honeſt. Ge. 
crater. But ſince corrupt Nature” ope- 
rates in the unruly Paſſions of Men, 
and the State of the World is much the 
Jamie in all Ages; ſince Men that pre- 


tend to be Chriflians can be angry, 


eus and revengeful; fince Man's 
Reaſon 


Chap. II. fam fd promote P 


A e We Ge rr 1 


r 
* 


Reaſon is perplex d, and his Deſites felf- 
ich and extravagant; therefore nofe, no 
not the beſt of Men, cam be truſted to 
be their oπ n udges, Which plainly 
ſhews the "neceſlity of Gel, and 
a coercive Power to ſet Bounds to Ap- 
a ite, and force Men to be governa- 
6: 
Les, you'll ay, all this is very Pal 
* neceſſary ; ut wherein is the Wiſ- 
dom of the Chriſtian Religion diſcern- 
ed, beyond what human Laws have al- 
ready effected? Don't they exact the 
ſame Obedience upon ſevere Penalties? 
No leſs in- many Caſes than a perpe- 
tual Banjſhyient | from human Society, 
which muſt be frightful * to a ſociable 
Creature & What Advantage then has 
the World by the Chriſtian Law and 
Policy, more than by human ? I an- 
ſwer, much every Way. For I hope 


to make it ev ident, "that the Chriſtian 


Religion hath introduced an Obedience 
more ſerviceable to Government, than a- 
ny other Scheme of human Contrivance, 
and by conſequence more conducive to 
the true Peace of the World ; chiefl 

theſe two Ways: (1.) As it bark | 
introduced an Obedience more firm and 
Ping: And ( 2. ) An Obedience 0 

2: do 


The Defien of the Goſpel Part II. 
eaſy and pleaſant, But becauſe this 
Matter is of ſome Conſequence, it will 
be neceſlary to ſpeak to it as plainly and 
as diſtinctly as poſſible, which I ſhall 
therefore endeavour to do in ſome fol- 
Jowing Chapters oo 8 
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ET HRISTIAN RELIGION 
s reuarkably ſerviceable 
| If 106. Government) and con- 
aus the true Ferre of 
Se \ . che World, ( 1.) As it 
— Introduces an Gallen 


9 


mr g Jen and laſting ; ſuch, I mean, 


2s is founded upon the ſacred and bind- 

25 Principle of 12 Wh e Rom. 13. 
ith St. ad) needs be ſub- 

82 ndr only . Wah but alſo for 
e je only for Wrath, 


or fear of ry Footer 8 2 — 
be beureth not the Sword in vain 2 


only becauſe the ' Magiſtrate is armed | 
i Authority and Power to puniſh 
thoſe that refuſe'to obey his juſt Com- 
mands\; hut becauſe the Power! of an 
earthly Potentate extends only to the 


T7 7 ap 


n out ward 


20 The Defizn Herbe Golpel Patr II. 
outward Man, becauſe he can only kill 
the Body, therefore tis added; but alſo 
for Conſcience ſake, in Qbedience to.the 
Conſtitution of God, whoſe Olhcer hg 
is, and to- the Command” of honeur⸗ 
ing and pay ing Subjecklon fo Him, à8 55 

— __ Miniſter of God. To = Hams 

x Per. 2. purpoſe St. Peter command. Submit 
1314.15 vue every O aal e Man for 
the Lord's ſake, whether it be to the King, 
as Supreme, or unto Governours, as unte 
then that are ſent by bin for te 
niſbment f evil-doers; and for tbe Prarſe 
of tbem thut do well: for Id is the Wil 
of God. Here Submiſſion and Obedi- 

ence are plainly preſſed home, and ſtron 
ly upon tie Conſciences of all Chriſtians 
they are to fubmit, not ſo much for the 
ſake of their own Safety and Quiet, as 
for the Lord's ſake, and xhey are to ve 
ſubject to Kings and Rulers, becauſe ſa 
16 the Wall F God.; doubtleſs, that Chi- 
ſtians might not be feproached as Sedi⸗ 
tious, nor Chriſtianity it ſelf be repre- 
ſented as. encouraging: Rebellion, or di 
ſturbing the Peace of Mankind. 
Here therefore lyes the true and pes 
culiar Sanction of Chriſtian Obedienee; 
Subjection is laid upon the Conſcience; 
and Chriſtians are to ſubmit to Autho- 
„ tus ie rity 2 


Chaps U. kae bade ar 2 
rity ; becauſe it is the H a 
for the. Peace; of Mankind be ber 
ſnould do ſo. e 1s to be Gerd, 
that this is a more ſolid and laſting tou 
dation of Ohedienge, than ang o 
N either EE 14 
ety 3:11: a8 M 128 

2, Man * 77 1 N 

vine, alm a 
that has: 


hath. — 4 


the next World, according dr Pld i s good 
or bad Behaviour in hit. Conſcience 


therefore; being nothing. elle but the 
Mind of Man, acting I reference to, 
the future Judgmem of God, what can 
we imagine will be a greater Security, 


I 


1 to Government than a Princi ple of Con- 
18 ſcience, which teaches Submillion to 
ſo Goyernours, not only for Wrath, or Fear 
5 of Puniſhment, but alſo. for the, Lord's 
fg 1 and Wu it ic che, Will . of 
£ 7 p | 
by If indeed chere were not 2 ſuperiour 

IT Being above .vifible Nature, that does 
* preſide over and govern human Affairs, 
= then every Man might challenge a 
8 Right, of Supremacy, or at leaſt might 
the look upon himſelf as independent and 


1 unac- 


a 


has © 
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| _ conſeientious 'Subjeftion to the 


Pa ons, ſi 


Nennen that — 
tion ney 1 Reaſon to ſubmit his 


Judgtment to a Perſon like himſelf, com- 
Jof Fleſh and Blood he might 
en eſteem himſelf to tie as muck 
Rizhro govern as any ef his Fellows 
Creatures; and thinking that he is his 
own'Maſter, he may Loch be brougtit'ts 
uade himſelf, that he is his own 
aw too, even to have and do every 
thing: that he ſhall judge neceſſary: to 
his own Prefervation/ Whereas 'a"'ſa- 


ſupreme Governour of the Wotld, in 
all his Laws and revealed Will, is cer- 
_— the ſtrongeſt Tye and Check te 
ens and tfie beſt Security: 


In ſhort, if once the Dread of an 
invifible omnipotent Power were laid 
aſleep, the main Guards and Pillars of 
Government, would ſoon be weakend, 
if not quite broke in pieces: For 
the politick Arts, and cutining Fetches 
5 Mer's rude and doe 


13 
of the flrong 230 ſa Ty es . 


lr 52 the F otee ol aao 0b. 
igations. 5 1 


—  S & « 


_— 


me © CT 8 ==> I 


— 


FSI ETETEESECTRIESSTDMET © 


3 and the Backs of Camels. 


Chap Ui to promote Peace. 

I do not deny, but yes \the Ne. 
ceſſities of Nature: ormid 
ble Inconveniencies. t . * = = 

„ may," incline, n nay, 


_ Men, "ahodgh never ſo | rude, ins, 
to ſome: kind of Order and Government 4, 
But if onee Conſcience be laid aides, 


and Religion baniſhd7; out, of Men's 
Minds, the Government * aer 
would be much more un „ 
carious than it is; in as m 25 = 5 

ever tends- to eraſe the | 4 
and Evil, the 2 gal Checks of Con: 


ſeience, and the of futurg 
Rewards _ Pandas „48 it 
were, and put out the over- 
whelms the World in eternal — and 
Darkneſs.” As Plutarch himſelf obleryes, Adv. Col 
Where ſuch Principles: prevail as ener- 
vate the Laws of 6 — Religion, 


Men have then nothing le 


— them from brute Beaſts 
they want the Claws of 


Teeth of Wolves, the St 


t / to. diſtin». 
but. thay 
yons, the 
of Ox: 


But the Weakneſs logcarity * 
any Scheme of Government, but what «» #5; 
is founded on religious Principles, 9 4 
— 
other Principles w. me. of our mo- 

D dern 


* - — Goel Fart IT; 
dern Deiſts Ps, end bear upon, 


AJuperſtrukt the of hu- 

8 ne Affairs, when they have 2 mind 
90 Hugh the Folties of Ovnſciende, and 

the Dread of An inviſible , Poktct out 

of Mer's Minds. I fhaltinftance only 

m 880 5 that are MH tation. 


Ci)? > gt Sefety (de Feir uf 
ifhrvep e yi ) The dagen 
Honour. 12 — '6f which: Fdun« 
attotis u pear: tottering and 
feeble 'P 1 — this 
Raten ore which Obriftian: 
Religion e 
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SSvation. This lene th duld matte 
the. World” believe, will 16 Minkaid 
8 Relij ien 'and-Ooniſci- 
Ence d therefore is the Stan. 
of the "EF Policies Thie —.— 
the Principle yes here, and fis is 
Heb, de Eonceive, & Subſtance ö. che leide, 
5 IV Foliticks- Single Power id. wake 

2 and indefenſible: So that theugh' — 

3 Man hath a nataral —_— 

S eyery 5 but for want olf Power 
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Chap. III. 1b promote: Peace. 
can't enjoy All, of necefity Men wut 
become Enemies to one another, and 
e fall into a State Mat. But be- 
cauſe Mankind would ſoon grow weary - 
© of this fl oſtility, every individual 
Member — {/ ſurrenders his 
| ſingle Power, his unlimited Right to 
* one or more, for the Proteclion of 
all the reſt: This Surrender will 
© make ati Union; - this Union will 
* conſtitute a Sovereignty. 3 5 by which 
Method there will be à ſufficient 
© Force to curb tlie i Avarice of ſome, 
and the Ambition af dthers, that 
All may live in ſafety, and enjoy 
4 des din dwn Portion in peace, and not 
< be made ta Frey to the potent Inſo- 
S kenicy © of evefy inſulting Villain. 
This is / the: graud Prineiple in fi- 
tion with ae whereonto ſuperſtruct 
the Rules of governing Men's Paſſions, 
that the World may not be beholden 
" wy igion or Conſcience, which (a 
ary 3 L but an additional Sapplertentz 1 65 
foiſted 


| vpoti Men's 9 0 to maintain, 
a lazy Pricihood ane Ito keep the World W 


ind Awe; 

{oli ar be tos; remote from — . 

8 Ros particularly to examine tlie 
alſity, 


WT”. this 


or ſhew the Precariouſneſs of. 


25 The Deſgu of the Goſpel Part II. 
this odd Theory (4) of Things; and 
that is the leſs neceſſary too, becauſe it 
is already done to our Hands by a late 

By. Cumb. learned Prelate of our own, who hath 

38 diſcharged the Argument like a good 

Chbriſtian and excellent Philoſopher; 
and hath fully ſhewn the Weakneſs 
and Abſurdity of the whole Hypotheſis. 

The ambitious Author might fancy 

that the Potentates of the World had 

reaſon to thank him for ſerewing up 
their Power to an exorbitant Height; 
yet if they conſider, that tis a Do- 
ctrine which lets looſe: the Bands of 

Conſcience, which is certainly the ſtrong- 

eſt Tye of Unity, and the firmeſt Support 

of Law and Government; af they conſi- 
der that his Scheme gives leave to Subjects 
to ſhake off Obedience whenever they can 


get Power (vhich with him is the ſame 
1 22 363 2: * H3 + 4 . 4 b * . thing 
— — 1 — — | At K. = 


WEBS Fs + „ n lotus 

(4) 1 generally diſtinguiſh (ſaich a learned an) of two Sorts 
oft Opinions in all Nen, Inclination- Opinions, and Reaſened - Opini · 
ens; Opifiions chat grow upon Men's Complexſons, and Opinions 
that are tlie Reſulrs di their Reaſon. And I meet with very few 
chat ate of a Temperament ſo equal, or a Conſtitution fo even 
poiſed, but that they incline to one Set of Opinions rather than 
anocher, ancecedenely to all Proofs of Reaſon. [And again] 1 
take it to be a true Maxim in Human Nature; That 4 ſtrong In- 
clinat ion with a little Evidence, is equivalent to 4 ſtrong Evidence. 
Burner Theory, Pag. 297 Part . | 
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Chap. II. t promote Peace. 
thing is Right) they have no reaſon 


to be fond either of the Author or his 
Politicks. If his Scheme gives to them 


one Way, yet it takes from them as 
much another; for though it lengthens 


their Swords, yet it plainly weakens 
their Thrones. - To return then: 
If Perſonal Safety be the only obli- 


ging Principle of Obedience, and Men 


miſt lubmit for their Eaſe and Quiet 


ſake, what Security hath any Govern- 


ment againſt ſuch daring ambitious Spi- 
rits, as watch all Opportunities to over- 


turn it? And corrupt Nature will 


prompt Men to think it even their In- 


tereſt ſo to do, if they have but probable 


Hopes of ſupplanting the ſovereign 
Power, and thereby mending their own 
low and broken Fortunes. This Prin- 
ciple therefore, I doubt, is ſo far from 


preſerving Peace in the World, that it 
_ endangers it; as it whets the Appetites, 

and puts an Edge upon daring and en- 
terprizing . Genius's to purſue what they 


ſhall pleaſe to think Happineſs and Safe. 
yd haps it prove the Ruin and Con- 
fuſion of the State. In ſhort, Perſonal 
Safety, though it may make a Man 
wary and cautious for a time; yet it 
Security to any Go- 


D3 vernment; 
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28 The Deſign of the Coe "Pan ef 
vernment ; and when there is nothing 
to reſtrain Men from Violence but that. 
Confuſion and War, with all its mad 
Retinue, would ſoon bteak looſe ; eſpe - 
cially when the lawleſs Subjed - ſhall 
once underſtand, that this exorbitant 


by a is patronized and made * youb 
akionable Principle. 


1117 me mocker princi ple of Obe⸗ 
dience, which ſome would 3 in 
the room of Conſcience, and that is 
Frar of © Puniſhment from the higher 

Power. In which Scheme we are told, 
— if the Laws, that are made 
every Man's Preſe ervation and Property, 

be ſufficiently fenced. and gnarded a+ 
gainſt all Violence: If they are backt 
with ſuch Puniſhments, as make it eve⸗ 
ry Man's Intereſt to obey, rather than 
tranſgreſt i: If Men are once made to 
underſtand, that tis ſafer and better for 
them to live quietly, than to diſturb 
the publick Peace; this alone, without 
any — Ads; will preſerve Order and 
—— 8 Been (ſay they) if 
the Evil threatned, and lometimes exe- 
cured, ſhall exceed the Pleaſure and Gain 
of Diſobedience,' this will keep 
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as mich 25 upon this Sappoſition all 
Temptatiom t Tumult and Rebellion 


is removed, all Hopes of gaining is 


* | 


* 


taken away by a formidable Puniſho = 


ſe that 
Men parry be troubleſame and 3 
vous - fob Miſchief's fake, which is 


| 122 4 1 "=": , 


eaſy tobe ĩmagined. 
To all shich it is 3 


ed, That this indeed wonid be à table 


Foundation of Obedience, if humane 
Laws could iuflict ſuch: Puniſum 
28 ſhowld effectually over · balance the 
Pleaſuge: or Proſit of Diſobedience ; 
but alas l this is out of their Power 
The utmoſt that they cam do is co kill 
tbe Bady,\\ and to put an End to this! 
mortal. Eife: Whereas it is plain 
daily Experience, that chis Puniſnment, 
though 
does not affright Men from Tranſgreſ- 
ſing, cannot check that Thirſt after 
Vain- Glory, which ſo often tranſports 
Men Re 

them the ver 7. h ff they. 
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I ſe Deſga of the Goſpel Part l. 


I muſt confeſs this Principle of Fear + 
will do ſomething towards Peace: It 
is a good Beginning, and a lower ſort 
of Motive to Obedience, obtaining with/ 
the generality of Mankind that love 


Life and Eaſe; otherwiſe the Apoſtle 


would not have uſed it, as he does, in 
the aforecited Text: Wherefore ye muſt 
needs be ſubjett. not only for Wrath - 

Thar is, out of Fear of the Magiſtrate's 
Power and Juftice ; But this negative 
Loyelty will not do of. it felf, there muſt 
be ſomething elſe to make the Obedi- 


ence rm and laſting ; therefore the Apo- 


ſtle adds, but alſo for Conſcience ſake. 
For indeed Wrath, or Fear of Danger 


from the abuſed: Laws, will laſt nd 


longer than the Hopes of getting out 

of the Reach of Penalty is removed; 
and Puniſhment; we know, may be, and 
hath been evaded by means of _ 


end om £9 633M NO ASH 0768 Co 
+ Quoniam enim abſiſtens 3 Deo homo, in tantum 
cer [ Sci). Dipol ut etiam conſanguinęeum ho- 
ſtem ſibi putaret, & in omni Inquietud ine & HUmicidio 
& Avaritia ſine timore verſaretur; impoſuit illi Deus 
bumanum Timorem, ( non enim coguoſcebant timorem 
Domini) ur poteſtati Hominum ſubjecti, & lege eoru 


. aſtriQti, aliquid aſſequantur Juſticiz, & moderentur at 


vicem, in manifeſto poſitum Gladium timentes; ſicut 
poſtolus ait. Non enim fine” Cauſa glad ium portat, & c: 
Irenaus, Lib. 5. Cap. 24. Fg 8s 
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Chap. III. t promote Pea ce, Ar 


and. Privacy. But nom tho ough it is 
poſlible for a Rebel to be 'tob/patets 
for humane Laws, though he may have 
ſuch a Portion of Craft or Fortune, as 
to paſs through a thouſand Villanies with 
Credit or Impunity | from Men; yet he 
can never extinguiſh' the App rehenſion 
ol the divine Dif leaſure, = the con- 
ſtant Rebukes of his Conſcdence This 
will over-awe the ſtouteſt Brave, and do 
more than the Halters and Axes of 
— Nay, it oftentimes governs 
thoſe, who are under no other Govern- 
ment, whoſe boundleſs Power giyes them 
Opportunity of doing what Miſchief 
wy | Conte with Impunity: Even the 
leſs-Tyrants, who fear no other 
ors yet My the inviſible Reſtraints: 
of Confeiemce, and" thoſe ſecret and ſe- 
boy Rebukes, which make them trem- 
MAES 
Thus man' ; tiny the Fear of the o- 
ther World governs both Tyrants and 
Rebels, even thoſe whom no preſent Evil 
or Puniſhimeiit could govern 3 Men, 
who would venture whatever they could 
ſuffer in this Life by their Sins, are 
yet afraid of Hell, and dare not venture 
1 By which it is manifeſt, that 
ſhe” | Reſtraints of — are beiter 
$2441 ; Guards 
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| tough be bath baffled humane Tribu-) 


Chaſtiſements, would be 


IT Defign of the Goſpel Part I, 
Guards, and Securities to any. Govern- 
ment, than the Fear of an earthly Po- 
er, or temporal; Suffer ings can be. Fer 
Con Hence Chick is God's Vicegerent) 
a Man boldly to his Face, that 


et he - ſhall, certainly be called do 

der dec for his Miſdemeatt; 

— at 2. FED Court: It will dog 

and purſue, a: Man with Terrors even 

in this World; and if he doth not re- 
pent, will at laſt delwer him up to di- 
vine Vengeance, to receive the Reward 
of his Wickedneſs in the next. 

1 Ry muſt confeſs, indeed, that Fear of 
the. Magiſtcate's,. Wrath, and public 

Mend fine Pridezele.of pie — 

an rinciple- 

if the Sovereign Power, had an Eye or | 
Arm like God: If the ſupreme Magi- 

ſtrate could dive into the Hearts of Men, 
to ſpy, out the firfk and moſt ſecret Ma- 

Wiz en 72 Rebellion, n T6 


> 


r 


. F 7 SF 


his People had caſt off Fear, and had 


BY -Y Bop PTA TT RP ES. 
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bellion would not prove ſo ſocceſaful, g 
as it hath often done to the great Di- 


ſturbance and Grief of Viankind. But 


is not, e Lr dee ef. earthly 
minions. of the G- 
vernour lyes in the.Governed ; for ha 
muſt execute his Decrees ' chiefly. by 
other Men's Arms, and diſcover” the 
Enormities of his Subjects by o ther 
Men's Des He muſt truſt a conſide- 
rable Part of his Affairs to the Care 
and Fidelity of Tome of his Subjects; 
and therefore thay Prince is moſt po- 
tent, whoſe Subjects are ( not {5 wo 
moſt numerous, as) moſt 77 paul, bo 

d abſequiour. For ſome of us 25 
remember = ye of us have heard the 
tragical Hi a pious, tho 
haps miſguided Prince, who was 4 
eld to x ron when a great Part of 


the 'Bolaneſs: to murder him, with as 
little Shame, as Conſcience and Huma⸗ 
nity, upon the 5 25 Theatre of the 
World. N bas 1 

Where, Kadcheſs profiigate Perſons 
lived fn under the Reſtraint of Con- 
fcience;' und a/ ſerious Senſe of religious 
Obligations; kad they believed ( asrhey 


dught) that the Laus of their 2 


n - 


i 


Vee. * 
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and their Country had been bound on 
their Conſciences, under the Threat - 
nings of eternal Miſery, and that God 
had annext the ſame Penalties to the 
wilful Tranſgreſſion of their Laws, as 
to his own, they could never have run 
into ſuch deſperate Meaſures, nor at- 
tempted ſuch unparallel'd Villanies. No- 
thing for certain will command the rude 
Paſſions of Men ſo aut horitativehy, as 
2 true Senſe of the Chriſtian Religion: 
This doth far exceed the Force and 


Power of any earthly Prince; for that 


can only command and puniſh the out- 
ward Man; but this penetrates the 
Heart, curbs even treaſonable Thoughts, 
and rebellious Imaginations, and ſo keeps 
the Fe untain clean and unpolluted. + 

In ſhort, were it not for Conſcience, 
the Magiſtrate's Office would be inſup- 
portable, and a Prince had better con- 
deſcend to the meaneſt Offices of Life, 
than fit upon a Throne to govern Men, 
that have no other Principle, or better 
Motive for their loyal and peaceable 
Behaviour, than Fear of his Diſpleaſure. 
All Men naturally underſtand, that a 
Prince's Power extends no further than 
deprivation of Life, and this the Rebel 
may and does often hope to * 
92 ther 


Pcs wy Wo . 
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Chap. III. 
ther by Secreſy, Flight, or Maſtery 


cially with the more 


ed ov 


to promote Peace. 


This Thing is very clear and evi- 
dent, and the Governours of all Per- 
ſuaſions in Religion, are fo ſenſible of 

its Force, that they dare not | truſt to 
their own Power 0 Puniſhing for their 
Security, but are ever willing to call 
in the Aids of Religion to ſupport their 


tottering Thrones, and eaſe their hea- 


vy Crowns, that are lined with Cares 


and Jealouſies. And tho” many Princes 
are not very forward to believe, ox over- 
fond of prafiſen Religion themſelves, 
yet they: take all: imaginable Care to 


inſtil it, and cheriſn 7; in the Minds 


of their Subjects by publick Inſtructi- 
ons, and by impoſing (too frequently 
I doubt) —— upon the Conſcience; as 
thinking, without it, their Office would 
be an inſupportable Burden. a 3-27; 41 


III. There is yet cake, Princip le 
in much Credit in the World, the. 
8 ) wh — 

Canſcience, and 


is made the Rival o 


that is Honour. It is eſteemed an in- 


Thing for a Man to be a Re- 


plorious 
bal 60 to his Fr Prince, or an Enemy: to the 


Peace and Tranquillity of his Country; 
Hp to be ſure, is very tight. Ho- 


nour 


36 The Deſen of the Goſpel Patt II 
nour therefore muſt be confeſſed to be 
2 moſt noble Principfe, and indeed the 
very beſt Thing, next to the Spirit 

of true Religion; inſoinuch that one 
cannot forbear wiſhing it were more 
faſtiionable than it is. For in the ſtrict 
Notion of it) it endues a Man witk 
true Magnanimity, that he dares : 6 
what:Reaſoti. and Duty call upon him 
for. It is à ſort of Loet Pride, that 
will not ſuffer a Man to be ruffed 
out of any ' thing that is juſt, hand- 
ſome, and brave, by: the Threats of Pow- 
er, or the Fear of ally s Diſplea- 
ure : It will not let a Man. erdüuch, 
or paraſſtically humout others: in aby 
ting: that is abſard; fpnd, ar knſuld ar 
ſecure: Intereſt or Favour: O duch L 
Honour is no Vertue, tis tte z bot 
it is ( properly ſpeakiug Y the Guardian 
of all Vertues. Iis ( as one calls it) 
d genterler fort of Conſdience For it 
wall render a Man'iconrreoles: to All, 
4l to his Promiſe, Faithful to Ris 
F riend, and lojal to iis? Prinoe; ſo that 
moſt undoubtedly, next to the Man of 
Conſcienre, the Man of tr | Honour: is 
the beſt Citizen in the World. Bat 
then; if we conſidet Hon as; ſepatate 
n Conſtience, ( as -getterally Men _ 
1 


ey 
. 


— 
rr 


for it) it will not laſt long, 
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Chap. t e bee. 
that boiſt of Itꝗ and value theruſelyes 


al ſevere Tryai; 50 dor it omnot bear the 
E — oy loferi 
an of a roo: ah!” 
bur z | ade . — can't Roy 
ition wit CRence, :W is gen- 
- and caſy to keieitreated, nor Tek: la- 
{ting Foundation either: of aner at 
Perce. 2550's 101 281010 
Indeed Hohogryin the 4 Notion 
ofa at, prdicindedifrom Conſcience, is ſuch 
a nice and routis Thing, and ſtands 
upon fd anamy Huntfilin t, that it NG 
oftner the G Uund of Qunartels than 
the Maker of Peace. tis: ſuchua ten · 
urr und delirair 
ſomething elſeo ten ſield and conduct it, 
it proves more hurtful tha advanta- 


i Govetneſs there is no Phſſion ſo 
blind and precipitate as that. And there- 
fore to build Peace, Loyalty, and good 
Government 

them upom a - Shadow. So that if we 
ſer Conſcienze aſide, there will be little 
left to hold a Nan faſt to his Obedi- 
ence; at leaſt nothing ſtrong enough to 
maſter the powerful Temptations: = ſe- 


cular 


or cridure 


that if it has not 


geous th Government 5 without: the al- 
fiſtance of Ræaſon or Prudence to be 


upon Honour; B to build 


— 
6 | 
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The Deſign of the Gdipel Part Ih 
cular Intereſts, or beloved Pleaſure; 
which do not always fall in With a 


Man's Lo or the: publick Good; 
— pe Action 


and that makes every hazardous 
of the Man of ut to become little 
better than Fool bardineſr; becauſe, tho it 
be heroical and brave, he can give no 
comfortable or ſatisfactory Account to 
his Mind; that he has ſicrificed this 
deareſt Intereſts for a meer Fancy, a 
tranſient Flaſh of Fame and Vain- Glory. 
For it can be no great Comfort to a 
wiſe Man, that he hath undone him» 
ſelf, and thrown away his Stiare of 


worldly Pleaſures _—_ a re — 


but miſtaken Vertue. f 
Thus it may eafily be ſeri, that thete 
is 2 vaſt difference between the Moves 
ments of Honour and Conſcience; the 
one will make a Man bold — 
for a Fit, and venture All; it may be, 
in a Heat of Bravery, for the Safety 
of his Prince, and in Defence of hit 
Country's Laws ; but the other will 
make a Man uniform, ſtable; and cott- 
ſtant to the end. _— Fear, 
and ſecular Glory, are (as I have 
ſtewn) mutable and hort-liv'd Things, 
that depend upon Humour, or 
un or the —— of Time, 
or 


Chap, III. b Froiite Pract 39% 
or the ſullden Turhs of Ant untbnſtagt: 
World, and ſo are by ne meins“ to 


be depended upon. Which Mattef ie 
made very plain in tie Practice o Tr 
thoſe Men who ad by ſuch caſual 


Prineiples, and ſhift chew! Paſſions, uu 
their anole, „or Party od öther lite 
tle Incerefts| lead them. 1c Hehed ir s 
that there is ſo! much abc hanical Loy. 
alty in the World, that 22 _ 
longer than there is ſome ſtron 
pole wall upon it. Hence it — | 
we have'fo many Examples ef undonZ | 
ſtant Men, whoſe Principles. riſo und — 
fall Witt the Merturxicin "the! Mea- 
ther. Glaſs, according te the difftrent 
Weight E el Cgüſes : That rate 
that! to Day, which they idugted on the 
laſt, that will be loyhl: ahdtreacher 
obedienr" and falſe Turns 
0 een 16 mk nin 54 10 
Bur V now the Man of Conſrience 
is never in Danger of ſuch-Repugnan- 
cies, ſuch Contradictions Iin his Mans 
ners; becauſe he acts by Vertue's un- 


changeable Reaſons : Not by always 


> 00 RO BSA 
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—_ 


adhering _ q 2 fan —— Perſan 
or Party 3 8 
the . * obe y 


ing 
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tereſl. This is true e 


The Deſgũ af h¹ Goſpel Part II. 
vg ſheir whalſome Laws fot his Copny, 
fo een, even dagainſt a ſpreſent In- 


to obey Syfertafs, to 3 be quiet, 


1/40 prœmete Peace cience 
ſole. This Principle wilt conch Man 
ton ber away the ſame, w n the 
ſame; Path, and: by c 


No \exteroal Pofture of Things cn al 
— Ho n — moves, 
bac, an by Tang or by 
Ne zi but ffom moral and: erernal 
rn Within as che divine 
Commands. Bond” on 90M 306d) 
Such an "one having; _Hothing 'to 
lead: Rim bat Truth, and the Eads of 
Government, gde but a; good Con · 
einne warm with moderate and pru- 
ut: cal. fot his! Gountty's Good, ler 
Balanee 10 e Affairs totter, 
ta the 1 — let him 
get or 1 a 8 Thi all 
8 Ben e 28d uni- 
93 the: End. rn 9951 oy 
ID Vd eh; $i 181 5 
Thus 1 * — ieee to "hy 
-opew the \ ſhift! Principles of''Obe- 
dience, in by "ſome „adden 
„ 82 im e to WO 
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Advantage Mankind has received by FE 
the Chriſtian Religion, which founds | 
. -Gorentt 
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CH AP. IV. 


JAVING in the laſt 
U 4 Chapter ſhewn the pe- 


or is expected; as it is a yielding our 
Bodies and all their Powers; and in 
ſome Caſes our Underſtandings to be 


commanded and directed by a Fellow- 
Creature, by a Man of the ſame Weak- 
neſs and Frailty, liable to the ſame Er- 
rours and Miſtakes, arid perhaps not al- 
ways endued with the ſame Degree 5 

Wit. 


BS$58 S- 
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Chap. V. to promote peace. 

Wiſdom and Underſtanding. To obey, 
is to foo and ſabmit to many Things 
that lye-croſs to darling Conceits, fond 
Humour, and high Stomach.” To obey, 
is to captivate our Underſtandings, to 
pay an implicit Deference to the occult 
Reaſons of State, and te ſubmit” our 


Judgments té the Dictates of our Su- 


periors: And theſe are mortifying 
Thoughts to proud and ambitious Spi- 
rits, that are puffed up witk huge Opi- 
nions of their own Abilities: Theſe 
things are apt to be grievous to Fleſh 
and Blood ; both becauſe à Man had 
generally rather be of the comman- 
ding than of the fubmi//tve Side; 
but more eſpecially, becauſe (as it may 
happen) he may think himſelf better 
Pars for Rule than his Superiour, 

f then Men, by being naturally in 


love with Dominion, are ſo indiſpoſed 


to obey, the Government muſt be 4 
Burden to them, and they to the Ge- 
Energy and Power, ſoine ſuch healing 


Precepts as the Chriſtian Religion makes 


uſe. of to ſweeten this Yoke, and render 
it eaſy and pleaſunt; which is what 1 
am led to explain and make out in 


this Chapter. No 


, 
43 
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from their Allegiance, and excommuni- 
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The Deſign of be Goſpel Fart Ii, 
Not that we are to. ſuppoſe, that 
Chriſtin, Religion ſets” up ſuch 8. fart: 
af Indepengency as interferes with fe 
cular Power, and deſtroys the Ends of 
civil Government : No, it was always: 
the great Glory of the n 9 
ſtians, howſoever they might be 
proached by their Enemies, that they 
taught their Hearers and. Diſciples: 2 
conſcientious Submiſſion to the Heathen 
civil Powers, and never, either in their 
Preaching or. Hering, encourag d them 
to Riot or Sedition, on the account of 
Hereditar 2 Right, or better Titles; 
much leſs -prezended to ahſolue ſome 


cate: others for reje ene: an Hierarchy 
deſtructive of all civi Government; 
This ſort; of Pohiſb ſpiritual Power, or 
Eccleſiaſtical; Authority, the: World had 
never known -but by Uſurpation-; and 
the Exerciſe-of it is a Scandal to ſuch 
as" call themſelyes Chriſtians 3 But 
thanks he to God, we haue not lern- 
ed Cbriſt; neither do we deſire that true 
Chriſtians, much leſs the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, ſhould be repreſentedo as ſuch 
Diſturbers and Incendiaries of Mankind; 
becauſe xęally, and in truth, it is plain 
Wo the Def 0 of the Goſpel to preuent 

2 8 Sed dition, 


Chap. III. 10 promote Pedce. 
Sedition, to an Obedience io Go- 
verndurs ant Peace and 1ran- 
uillity amo ogſl Men. When there- 
ere + ſay, the Q niſnun Religion makes 
che ui wy — Obedience 6/5 and Pra- 
ſant ! this/ muſt not be ſuf 0 be 
— by ſetting Ckriſtians at liberty, 


— free from Subjeckion; much 4 


by introducing an//abſutd' Cöntell be⸗ 

— the Eccleſiaſtical and the. Ovi 
power, or fetting up! a pretended Ex- 
emption or Rigkt in the one to diſturb 
— other! No, * is fo directly ſcot- 

trary to the De o of\Chirlidiarſity; 
to tabe off the Obligation of Subj sRibts 
and Submiſſion; that it lay (itt WY 
ſtronger Obligation upon 0 -6bey 


the civil Power, in all things'neceffary _ 


to the Rnd of Government, For (48 


I am now prepared to fhew ) 


f and peaſant is, not by taling fun 
the Civil Ys giving a5 Erle iert 
Power, but by preparing and =O] 
Chriſtians - with ' ſuch good, gemle, 

teac habe Qualities, as ene 
them to ſubmit 0 Governours, 5 
28 the Guardians 


obey” 
* and Property. 171 5 * 1222 
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the true 2 
chriſtian Way of making Obedience % 


* 


As 
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The Peſn af the Goſpel Part My 
And this leads us into the full and 
complet Meaning af thoſe Words of 
St. Jamer. where: he ſaith, The Wiſdom, 
which: is [ro ahove; is feſt - Pura, they. 
Pegcedble., intimating that all,cthoſe, 
Verwes which! moſt adorn a Chriſtian's 
Life, all thoſei7yoo Diſpoſitious, that 
prepare and qualify e him fort the; eilen | 
World, do naturally pre-diſpoſe,:;and! 
antecedeinly;,,conduce to a peacrable; 
and hne Deportment in this. 
Inſomuch as he who hath indeed i im- 
bibed the Principles of Chriſtianity, 
muſt caſt them off, and renounce them, 
before he can be troubleſome or ſe- 


ditious to the State or Government 


where he lives; In ſhort, he muſt 
ceaſe to be 4 C briflion, before he can 
be a bad Subjcd, or an qiet Gin 
tigen. 

_. New chere are Ge! Ways * 
Weh remarkable, whereby the Gol. 
pel of Cbriſt renders Obedience: eaſy and 


Aeaſant, (I.) By removing all Lets 55 


Hind'rances out of the Way, C72.) 
encouraging and promoting all hole 
Things that tend to Peace. Laſtly, 
By founding Obedience upon ſuch pow- 
erful Conſiderations as are moſt. likely 
10 influence the Practice. 


li 


(oſs W. ee, Ne- «3 of 


1 The firſt habla Way $ +2 
by Chriſtianity. renders Obedience eaſy 
and pleaſant, is by removing all Lets 
ung Hind'rances out of the Way; by 

ierin all thoſe: ill Qualities. that 
— . N. harſh and ungrateful, 
diſcountenancing - all ſuch troubleſome 
Vices, and buſy Paſſions, as render Sub- 
miſſion ſo uneaſy, and the Art of Go- 
vernment ſo hard and difficult ; ſuch 
as theſe, Pride, Avarice, and Super 
tion. 
Pride, for inſtance, i is a Vice that al- 
ways carries with, it, - not- only. 2 mali- 
cious Envy , againſt Zquals, but alſo an 
habitual Malignity againſt Su periours - 
And ſo it is remarkable that the Gno- 
flicks, Pride made them deſpiſe, Domi- Jud, 
nion, and ſpeak evil of Dignittes., *Tis 
ſuch an ungovernable Vice, that it will 
not ſuffer a Man to queſtion the good- 
neſs of his Actions, to renounce his 
Prejudices, or to correct his Miſtakes; 
becauſe that ſuppoſes a, Confeſſion of 
Weakneſs, and Ignorance. The lofty 
and. .mutinous. Thoughts of Pride may. | 
be, underſtood by ſuch Language as | 
tis; Who ſhall. lord it over me? 
$1 be my own Carver; humane 

/ 0 * [4 . Laws 


iy E 


49 


ſturd the publick Peace. So natural is 


/ 


The Deſign of the "Goſpel - Part 1 
Laws are ſtark naught ; wanting both 
* Wiſoth- and Kquity therefore if I 
had been a Legiſlator,” they ſhould 
have been mended”: For he diſtti- 
© bution'is unequal, the publick 'Admi- 
* niſtration is unjuſt and partial; and 


_ * therefore I take leave te battle. to 


N affront, 1 to fight their Determi. 
„ nations? Thus whilft the proud 
Man thinks the Bands of Allegiance't66 
ſtrait, as a Yoke that galls — ſits too 
cloſe upon his Neck, he is pufft up 
with, Cs an and caſts an 


del. And Sind enbee from wkehcs na- 
turally Proceeds an Impatience under 
Government, and an Inclination to di- 


it to the haughty Spirit of Pride to 
ſpeak evil of things they underſtand 
not, or do not like. But as it will not 
fufker 2 Mani to take wiſe and hw 
Counſel, ſo it renders him raſh an 
Soncgite to take undue Meaſures ye 
himfelf, to overvalue his own” *Defert ; 


and then to be ſure it Nane under-rate | 


the publick Wiſdom, an all Oc- 


eaſions betray an deine o de 
goretned by en 


There ; 


Chap. IV. t promote Peace. | 4 

\ Therefore Chriſtians are ſp frequently 
exhorted to Submiſſion and Obedience ; 
and both: t. . James and St. Prter tell him. 4. 6, 
us, that ''God-' refiftetb the Proud, but l P<-5- 3. 
7 eth Grace unto: the Humble. *. 3863 ? 
Another troubleſome Vice to Govern- 
ment, diſcountenanc'd by the Goſpel, 
is inſatiable Avarice. I é could like 
ſome of the Laws well enough! (fays 
£ the ſelfiſh covetous Man) but that 
they bear hard upon my Eſtate and 
my private Concerns. Beſides, thoſe 

* churkiſh Laws are unſupportable, that 

* over-rule. the Strength, the Wit and 
Underſtanding which Nature hath 

* kindly vouchſafed to others. For 

* why; ſhould I be contented- with the 

* ſame,” or a much leſs Portion, than . 
many thoughtleſs Fools, that ſquan- + 
der away their Riches among their 
idle and flattering Dependents? What 

© Juſtice: is there, that the greateſt De- 
lights of this World ſnould be the ln: 
heritance of Sots ; that Plenty and 
Fulneſs ſhould be the Reward of Folly 

and Profuſeneſfs? Why muſt I min- 

5 gle: my Bread with Sweat, and my 

* Sweat: with Tears, whilſt others live 

in Luxury and Eaſe? lam inform- 

bed (fays he) that I have fl natural 
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| 
| 
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Right to procure my Eaſe, and to 

( compaſs every thing that is a neceſ. 
ſary Means to that End; that I have 
2 Right to do and enjoy all things 
* that / rbink neceſſary for Self- preſer. 
vation; ſo that to be over- ruled or 
over-aw'd by others, is only an En- 
croachment upon my natural Right: 

and Liberty. This is the natural 
Language of Covetouſneſs improved to 

the height! by the Malmsbury Philoſo- 

| ph ieee ene 567199 VIE 

71 * ſure J am, the Chriſtian Do- 

frine' is the reverſe of this Scheme, 

and conſequently renders Government 

more eaſy. | Accordingly St. Paul tells 

us, after he became a Chriſtian, he had 

Phil. 4. Earnt both to abound, and to. ſuffer need 4 
12, 12. and in whatſoever State he was, there- 
with to be content. And the ſame Apo- 

ſtle tells us, Tbat the love of Money 

is the Root of all Evil; and therefore 

Tim. 6, Having Food and Rainient,” we ought to 
2, ww. betherewith cont en. 
5 But there is till another Principle, 
oftentimes fatal to Peace and good: Go- 
vernment, which yet the Chriſtian” Re- 

ligion endeavours to 'baniſh- out of the 
World, and that is Superſtition. This 
creates Doubts and Scruples in the Con- 

8 ſcience; 


- 


| . . Pex A os 


ad 


the moſt — — and —— 
ble Thing in the World. For though 
Ignorance naturally makes the Heart 
fearful, 5 — * commonly makes 
the Hea Even to queſtion 
whether the! Law; "being a humun Crea- 
tute, and made for politick Ends, cin 
in any Caſe oblige the Conſciemce, or 
ought to be obſerved. is true ( 00 
miſtaken Conſcience) I cannbt poi. 
„ tively condemn the Law impoled as 
* ſinful; ; | yet 'becauſe it . appears ſo to 
„me, it If. o; and becauſe my Con- 
* ſclenos diflikes-it;T I am ſet free from 
„the Obligation, and to do as my Con- 
„ ſcience otherwiſe” bids me. Thus 
there is ſuch a degree of Softneſs at- 
tends the ignorant Head, tliat it makes 
it -ſaſceptive «of any odd Conceit, as 
appears plainly in the Caſe of the Fifth 
Monarchy”! Men; who - embraced © that” 
wild Notion, that the remporal Kings" 
dom of Jeſus Chriſt was to be jet up 
their Force. This might be hn Ar- 
tile: of their Faith, and they might 
be prompted to it by an ignorant Zeal 
made much hotter by Religion; but 
both King and People concurr d to think 
it high time to ſuppreſs the * 
71 f 0 
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Religion, and throwing about them thoſe 
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of ſuch; wild Notions by Force, as en? 
dangering the publick Peace, and de- 
ſtroying the Ends of Government. 
Indeed 2 miſtaken; Conſcience is tha 
moſt traubleſome Thing both to the 
Government and to a: Man's ſelf ; it 


makes him live in perpetual Doubt and 


reſtleſs' Fear; like the filly timorous 
Norwegian, who the firſt time he faw a 
Roſe, durſt not touch it for ſeat᷑ it 


ſhould burn his Fingers. Therd+is no 


Folly that vulgar Minds are ſo much 
addicted to, as ſuperſtitious and falſe Con- 
Ma _ are Ep about Matters 

Religion, they many times prove 
— to the Peace both of Churdi' 
and State. For when Cr az Heads art 
inflamed with religious Zeal, it makes 
them ſturdy and fearleſs. Firſt they 
will ſcruple at Lau, or diſpute with 
their Law-giver ; then they will ſcars. 
him with their Numbers, and at-laſt 
(under the Guidance, it may be, of des 
ſigning Leaders) take up Arms, . 
War to march on under the: Banger: ot: 


terrible Things, Excommmication, Dam-' 
nation, &c. under pretence of a facred 
Iherarchy, and independent DO A 


S oa erdofp. . x Dp 


humane Appoint 
ſake. When, I ſay, all theſe reluctant 


Cup. V. 0 promote Pence. 
Itcalters not the Caſe, whether: theſe 


miſtaken Principles be entertained by 
Perſons in or out of the Boſon- of 


what is called the eftabliſpad Church; 


but it is plaid, all Governours think 
it their greateſt Wiſdom, to guard<moſt 
againſt fuch as febelr under a Pretence 
of Conſcience, hecauſe even a bare Pre- 
tence to Religion and Right, thougu 


falſe: and miſtaken, naturally ani mates 


the Populace with Zeal, and makes Men 
more forward and fearleſg in diſturbing 


the Government; and inlulting pub» 


le Authority." oi” Is erf üer 
But — — Prin · 
ciples, and found: Religion: do obtain, 
all ſuperſtitious, troubleſomet Fancies 
are driven away, as a Miſt -before the 


Sun; and truhy goad and pibiis Per- 
ſons think it their Doty 2 

Pence, to obey Governours and Rulers, 
to fudy ta Be guiet, and tor mind; their 
own Buſineſs; and conſcientiouſly. to ſub= 
Mit to Ordinance of. Man 
ment J fer the: 


2 1 have mentioned are ſubdu- 
ed; when corrupt Nature is once di- 


burthen d of theſe: præternatural Vices | 


on "ney ear and 12 
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bn, a Man will ſoon bring his Mind to 

obey with Freedom and Pleaſure 3 and 

what was before à Grievance, will 2 

become à Recreation; und the Loke of 
Obedience will ſit "lightly, and rather 

pleaſe than gall. 1W s iii 

And here cannot bur: juſt take No. 

tice by the Way, That ir is a mighty 

Miſtake of thoſe that are -unacquamited 

with Religion, to think that there!:is 

in innate” Harſhneſs: in any Duty of 
Chriſtianity; that makes the Pradticrus 
pleaſunt.” [1 That Hurſhneſs; wherever 

tis found, is all for certain--owing/td 

thoſe 'depraved - Habits, and naughty 
Indifpofitions, 15 we. VO have 
wore vidnon uid th 

167-0 Fri 1 8 eß ew tie wid ors 

41. The Goſpel renders Obedience 

eaſy and pleaſant, not only by remod | 

ving all Hind'rances ; but alſo | 
ſtituting in the bo of ſome tronble- 
eme Vices, contrary good: and fedicable 
ante Qvalities, ſuch as are apt to work the 
N ere into a _ and e 
vEerpi>"7 11; et 1 7 | 

« T7 9 It teaches Nen t be hum 
werke, and lowly in their amn yen 
And this is one of the firſt Duties 
that Chriſtians are encouraged to prac- 
Ky tice, 


. 


S 


Mat. 3. 
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| tice, to make them 3 — 
Bleſſed. 2 745 75 45 

t eirt — 5 n at” — 
Bleſſed Are tba they 7 
berit the Earth. . Le Ade. 
vice is; Mind not hi bi but cb Rom. 12. 
deſcend o e f . r in 16. 
Wi 2 uur fed yas Indeed; 

the firſt Step in the (Chriſtian Life 18 
to have a 3 and Senſe of our 
own. 1 to entertain wr 
deſt and: moderate Opirion of our own 
Selves-and&<Endowments9; not to lean 
always to dur own Wad ings; but 
to reſign dur Judgments to 5 that 
ar vir tw oleh Pr 
thus qualiſied, is fit 
diſ * make a good Subj = ng 58 
what: is it that makes —— as 
they think J reflect and dꝛſchnt on the 
Steps of their Superiouts e What is 
it makes them d 


epreciate the Wiſdom 
of the publick Laws and deſpiſe their 


LIES 


he Injunctions; but | fond! Admiration of 
mb the mſelves, add their dun Sagacity, as 
Ki hath begmbefore/ intimated And, as 
le, our bleſſed Lard himiſelf intimates, the 


Progreſs is ſflort and 


from a 
high Opinion of ourſelves, todeſpiſe 0=Luke 15 
Sort. In hort, 10 Pride makes Men 19.1 


reproach 


8 


57 1M 
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 reptpach Government, and 2 
nities, and in truth 
ſs and ſtubborn in all the reli 
utfes'\' of Life; For true H 
Would ind line [Men rather to ſuſ 
en Jaidginents, rhah ccproactr the 
Daterminations of their Superiours, ta- 
cher to pa modeſt Deference to thoſt 
that ate higher in Place, Lentning, and 
Experience, than to fancy that all 
Miſdom dwells — i 
would at leaft bridle the Tongue fiom 
tradueing, or paſſing — Cen- 
fures- on thoſe that ſit at dhe Helm; 
bhecauſe mey do not underſtands and 
are: not to be made 
the Grounds | — 
Qi; 'Befides,-Hurhili 18 abe 
and kane 1h — if aw honelt 
well · meaning Perſon, through Ignorance 
or lnadvertency, thro? the '/Prevalency 
of the caſual and deceitful- Principles 
of Education thouki haue the Misfor- 
tune to be miſſed into Errour or 165 
bellious: Aſſociations: Ig! yet Humility will 
keep a Man'teathable and»{Incere in mo 
amining both Sides of the Qu 
and as ſoon as he is — 
7 wiſtaben, lng en him to à ſpeedy 


Repen 


Chap. IV. 0 promote Peace. 
Repentanee, and. a haſty Return to a 
better and more obedient Mind. 
Moreover, Humility makes Obedience 
to Governours to be the ſafer Side of 


the Queſtion. For obſtinate Rebellion, 


or Diſobedience | to the Prince, is to 
commit a #nenifeft Sin, to prevent only 
a probable, or but ontingent Inconve- 
nience: A Man may More [afely ven- 
ture his Governour's Miſguidance in 
civil Matters than his own; in as much 
as Miſtakes from a Principle of Humili- 
ty are leſs malignant, than thoſe that 
proceed from Pride and Arrogance, An 
humble Miſtake may be ſaid to carry its 
own Pardon along with it; at leaſt, we 
are ſure the divine Goodneſs will make 


large Allowances for ignorant well- meant 


Errours. So that in an humble and 
modeſt Obedience to our Governours, 
we have our own bone/} Ignorance to 
excuſe - us, if we are in an Errour, 
and the Authority of our Superiours 
to warrant and bear us out; which muſt 


needs be a ſafer and eaſier 'Way,”\than 


even ſometimes to be in the right from 
Pride and Conceitedneſs, 

( 2.) Again, becauſe the Counſels 
that Self-Love doth ſuggeſt, are apt to 
diſturb and obſtruct the Peace of the 


©: 2. - World, 
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ate God's Miniſters, that attend continu- 
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World, therefore the Aim of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion is to teach Men Se F | 


denyal, a willingneſs to renounce Ea 


Profit, and Pleaſure ; nay, even to re. 
cede from private Right, for Peace and 
the general Good; to be of a malleablę 
and yielding Temper; to be content 
with that Share and Portion ( tho? lit- 
tle) which Providence hath al lotted, 
and peaceably to abide in that Diviſion 
( tho? unequal that is order'd and al- 
ready fixt in the World: Nay, when 
the Publick calls for even a Portion of 
that, to reſign it chearfully, and to de- 
part from our own peivans? Gain and 


3 4 Aff Odo ts 


- Theſe are ſome of the main” "Bran 
hes of Goſpel Self-denyal, ſo Frequent 
ly ineulcated upon Chriſtians. 

Accordingly St. Paul obſerves That 
the ſupreme Governours in all Kingdoms 


ally on this ver) Thing, namely, the Ad- 
miniſtration of publick Affairs; and for 
an e Men 2 10 tbem F Tribute 41 


1 


1 Hoc autem & Dominus cool; non faciens 
quidem quod a Diabolo ſuadebatur; Tributorum autem 
exaQoribus, jubens pro fe & pro petto dare | legs rg 
tiburum ; Quoniam Miniſtri Dei ſunt, in hoc iplum de 


fervieutes. Hen, Lib. 5+ 8 24. 


Chap. V. to promof# Peace. 
The conſtant Attendance- on foreign 
and domeſtick Affairs, and the Admi- 
niſtration of Juſtice,, are not only, 
burthenſome, but N Things 
and therefore they call for, and july 
demand an | honourable Maintenance, 
ſuch as may ſupport the Dignity and 
Peace of Government, from All that 
enjoy the Benefit of it. 

To alleviate this Part of Self. denyal, 
and to abate the Envy of the inferiour 
Rank of Mankind, it were eaſy to fhew- 
what great Miſtakes moſt Men are un- 
der, with reſpe& to worlaiß Power, and 
external Grandeur, whillf they are ſo 
pt, but falſely, to imagin that Happir 
neſs is the conſtant Appendage of Wealth, 
as if it was tyed to Men with golden 
Chains. Alas ! It is generally quire 
otherwiſe. Crowns are lined with 
Cares and Fears; and tho*. what we 
call Domini an, ſeems at a diltance ſweer 
and charming; yet it is much eaſier and 
fafer to follow, than to lead. For doubt- 
leſs it can be no eaſy Task to rules 
others, when we find it ſo hard a 
Matter to govern our ſelves, 


But to dwell on this, would be be⸗ . 


ſide my preſent Purpole; I am only 
to obſerve, that Kings and Princes are 


TY by 
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by no means the Marks of Envy, but 
are to be lookt upon in the execution 
of their Office, as God's Miniſters," the 
Guardians of Property, and conf —_ 


publick BenefaFors : For which Ca 


' ſays the Apoſtle) ye ought to 
— Tribute as well as — 
which, that it may be done chearfully, 
our holy Religion enjoins Self-denyal 
and Submiſſion for the publick Good. 
The Advantage of which vertuous Diſ- 
poſition of Mind toward the Peace and 
Quiet of Government, will the better 
appear by conſidering its contrary Qna- 
lity, how infupportably grievous” all 
publick Demands are like to be to'a 
or the covetous Churl will always 


x Sam. 25 be ready to ſay with Nabal : Who it 


David, and who is the Son of ' Feſſe, 
that I ſhould take my Bread and my Ma. 
ter, and my Fleſh that I have killed | 
my Shearers, and give it to Men, whom 
I know not whence they be 2 © What 
* is the King to me ? fays the Miſer: 
I pay him no Rent, I have no Depen» 
dance upon him; I never eat at his Coſt, 
© nor have received any Kindneſs at his 
s Hands : My own Landlord is more 
| | 0 


is little and cheap, 


Chap. IV 4 Y Promote Peace,» 
to me ** the ant ee 
„the World. oba; Fong Sn 

Whereas now the 'Golpel calls Upon 
all Chriſtiaus to reverence Superioars, 


61 


1 


and to reſpect Authority; to rend Ni- gon 173. 


bute to whom Tribute id aue, Cuſom bo. 
whom Cuſtom, Honour to mb, Hongur; 
A vicious Self. Love is che Bhne of all 
Societies; and therefore we àre enjoin- 
ed Self-denyyl, and a Willing | 
- of our own into the poblick Trea⸗ 
ury. 
the beter enabled thereto, we are e 
horted not to be: in Buſineſs; 
to take care for = Maris Deel 
Families; to retrench the undoing Ex. 
pences of Chambering/ and bps wes 
that beggar our Eftstes; and bring a 


he is diſabled either to ſetve. the Pub⸗ 
lick, or to fupport his own Family. 
In ſhort, that exemplary Purity and 
Holineſs, which (as I have already 


thewn) the Goſpel does enjoin ane 


endeavour to promote, teaches Men th 
live after the Meaſures of Mature, hic 


and not according to artificial Luxury”; 
pot according to the . 0 al 'Opini- 
on ant Faſhion of the World, wrt 

F 4 Wit 


neſs to caſt 
Aud indeed, that we may be 


' healthful and eaſy; 


Man to a Morſel of Bread; whereby 


Wit and Vice have invented, which is 
ſinking and nncoinge tending; to ene 
and Want. oft 2631910 W 

Behold thenthe. 3 Kindneſs of 
Sod in Chriſt! Wa are firſt exhort- 
ed to Induſtry and Diligence in acqui · 
ring an honeſt Wealth, that we may 
be enabled to ſupport the Indi gent and 
the Publick. And yet neither f theſe 
two Ways of Expence tepd to reduce 
us to any Straits; but may more pro- 
bach ly be called 7 fury than Expence, as 
th of them make Returns of Advan- 
tage and Increaſe. For what is Chari- 
io but letting out Money into the-ſa- 
eſt and — reſponſible Hands? Ac. 
Prov. 19. gording to thoſe; Words of Solamon, He 
7" thathath pity on the Poor, lendeth unto 
the Lord, and that which be Og 

venz be will pay him again. 
As to the Publick, 3 a Chi 
ſtian is obliged to ſupport, he Ne 

miſs ot a Return there too, as lon 
8 he hath a Protectibn ſram the p Fry 
Laws, to enjoy the Remainder i "a Peace 
and Safety. / Beſides, it isa moſt un. 
N ruth, that Property, and e- 
very Man's: private Concern is: invol- 
ved in the publick Welfare 5-na:Man's 
Ju Right can in the Nature af 
7 > 1 Things 


N 
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nother: Plane: 106 ti! Ig 


2 Man's ſelf, diſpoſing him oſtentimes 


(bearfully obey thoſe! whom the divine 


4 
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Things be effectually ſeeured, without 
a primary Regard in every Individual 
to the publick Good : But of this 1 
ſnall have occafion to ſpeak more in a- 


Laſtly. Becauſe the untoward Obli- 
oations-of 'a miſtaten Conſ. ieneeg make 
Men ſo hard to be perſuaded, and ſo 
ungovernable, therefore the Chriſtian 
Religion; in its general Deſign and Ten- 
deney, doth drive away all effeminate 
Fears and Scruples, all ſullem and gloo- 
my Thoughts, which commonly end in 
Super ſtition. A Temper of Mind fit 
ſor nothing, but to bring Trouble to 


to diſpute the Wiſdom of publick Coun - 
ſels, and to quarrel with the Determi- 
nations of his Superiours. Our holy 
Religion is a great Enemy to all fuch _ 
giddy, furious Teal, as is only the pro- 
duct of talkative melancholly Heads; 
and on the contrary works in us à ſere- 
nity and chearfulneſs of Mind; which 

is a lovely Quality, by which we may 
converſe with our Equals: with mutu- 

al Endearment, and (which is to our 
preſent, Purpoſe) it will make Men 


Provi - 
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Providence | hath ſet over them, But 
the Diſeaſe of Superſtition, and the 
Cure of it, will more properly offer 
it ſelf to be ſpoken to under another 
Head. I proceed therefope-i in my Me- 
thod. 


©1116 4 


III. To new n Chriſtian Religion 
doth enforce and facilitate Obedience 
to Governours, by two: very powerful 
Confiderations peculiar to it namely, 
( 1.) That Government is God's Or- 
dinance, and that Rulers are his Depu- 
ties and Miniſters. ( 2.) That divine 
Providence hath placed them in that 
high Station for the Weft and Ad- 
vantage of thoſe that 

1.) The Religion that our bleſſed 
ot hath eſtabliſhed in the World, to 
make us obey the more chearfully, hath 
informed vs, That the ſupreme: Pow- 
ers are the y ey of Gad, his De- 
puties and Vicegerents; That they are 
the Inſtruments, Which the divine Good- 
neſs is pleaſed to employ, for the good 
and peaceable Government of Mankind 
That their Eminence, Authority, — 
Power, to govern Men according tothe 
Laws of Juſt and Right, is derived 
_ God. Such facred” and\ſolemn 

L Thoughts 


Ce | 


— 
in 
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Tho 
the 
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hts as theſe, muſt needs create 
igheſt Reſpect and Veneration ; 
eſpecially in thoſe who are taught the 


true Chriſtian Principles of Meckneſs, 


Humility, and Submiſhon. 


Accordingly it is obſervable, that St. 
peter enjoyns Obedience and 'Submiſſi- | 
m on a religious Conſideration, even 
or the Lord's ſake, or in Obedience to 
Glory of Hin, do bach ginowſo gree 
0 im, 
— conngy Fax For ſo Chriſtians 
obeying the Miniſters of God for the 
Lord's ſake, du demonſtrate the —— 
and Power which the Goſpel hath upon 
their Minds, to their Paſſions in 


to keep 
order, and to make them loyal and ſub- 


miſſive tg the King, as well as juſt and 
charitable to one another. Hence it is, 
that all Chriſtians are bound to obey 
Magiſtrates; not only (as the Apoſtie 
ſaith) out of Fear of their Power, but 

out of a conſcientious Regard to their 
divine Commiſſion; and that to reſiſt, 
or deſpiſe their — is at the ſame 
time to bid defiance to God, and tie 
— 5 Religion of his Son Chriſt Je- 
us. Ae Ts 5 


PER 
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hath done: For tis built upo 
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This is the Doctrine fo peculiar to 
the Goſpel; and we ſhall find that 
none of the Maſters of Policy ever 
founded Obedience ſo firm ad eaſy, 
as the Doctrine of our bleſſed Lord 
n the ſame 
laſting Conſideration as our Duty to 
God 1s, and we are excuſed from Obe - 
dience in no Caſe : But where the 
Laws of our Governours (a Thing 
I am not willing to ſuppole do 
plainly undermine or interfere with 
vur Duty to the great Sovereign of 
all the World. Beſides, the Honour 
and Reputation that redounds to 
Chriſtians, conſcienciouſly practiſing this 
Duty, is very great; and we find upon 
all Occaſions, the ancient Chriſtian Apo- 
logiſts gloried in this very thing, that 
their Principles taught them to live 

uietly and peaceably, and not to di- 
ſturb the State with any ſeditious No- 
tions, or tumultuous Practices, in fa- 


vour of this or that Party; but that 


they found a great deal of Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction in obeying and ſubmitting. 
to even heathen Emperours for the 
Lord's ſake. FR 

It was not their Buſineſs to ſcan 


Titles, or examine into what had been 


ettled 


Chap. IV. 2 4 to promote Peace. SAY 

People. Their 'Buſitiels as to con- 
vince the World, that Chriſtianity was 
ſo tar from being an Enemy to ſettled 


63 


Order and Government, ſo far from 


encouraging Men to be Traitors and 
Rebels, that they thought it their Du- 
ty to ſubmit to the Powers in Being; 


and for that very Reaſon too, becauſe 


the Powers that be are ordained of God. 
And indeed had it been otherwiſe;they 
had had very little to ſay in defence of 
themſelves; and to ward off Perſecution. 
Had Chriſtians taught their Followers 
to be beady; and bigbh minded; to diſturb 
the Peace of the Country where they 
liv'd, by pretending to tuch Privileges 


as would exempt them from Submiſſion, 


or ſetting up any Eccleſiaſtical Power 
deſtructive of the Peace of the State, 
this would ſoon have filled the World 
with invincible Prejudices againſt the 


Chriſtian Religion, and have made the 


Chriſtians themſelves juſtly obnoxious 
to the temporal Powers 

This, therefore, is what the 
tive Chriſtians conſtantly 


imi- 
a . 
nſt in their Practice, that ignorant 


eople might not throw any Scandal 


upon their Religion, as if it encouraged 
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The Defign of the: Goſpel . "Part II. 
Riots and Tumults in the State; hig 


ly concluding, that chat world "expoſe 


them to tbe Hatred of Mankind, and 


E r upon our 
himſelf, — is the Jn 
Reaſon which the A 


the Command of obeying. ns 


of — — — —— that love t0 
imitate them, have given for this Scan- 
dal to Chriſtianity, of throwing off the 
Yoke of Obedience, whenever it does 
not plesſe, I need nat ſay 3 but it is 
— they have on all Oceaſions armed 
Subjects Teainſt their Bovereigns, when 
they have a mind to revenge . — 
upon that ſtubborn. — ho will 
not ſubmit to their pretended infallible 
In junctions: But as ſuch Doſtrines 
are. =o higheſt Reproach and Scandal 
to the Goſpel of our bleſſed Lond, 
ſo they are juſtly abhotred by all true 
Chriſtians, — conſtantly lock upon 
thoſe that are in — to be the 
Miniſters of God's Providence, that de- 
den their Authority trom Heaven; __ 

that 


(<0 
- \ 


that "mu + boil 008 Coen geh 
the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
which is a Conſideration that makes * WOW 
Obedie nee reaſonable, roſy, and pleaſant; | 
and teaches Men at the ſame 1 
that to reſiſt heir juſt Commands, 
bidding Defiance to God; and * 
the lame Prineiple they "might refuſe 
any fort of Government of God's choo- 
ling, even 4 Thescracy, or the Miniftra- 
tion of an Angel, if God ſhould ſo pleaſe 
to inet it. But again, 
Io take off all Shadow of Se- 
woity in the Command of Obedience. 
and to make that ſes un Toke eaſy and 
pleaſant, we ate given to underſtand 
chat God has placed Kings and Rulers, 
dot only Jhecial Commiſſion from him- 
felf, but alſo for a good End, even for the 
neral Benefit a Advantage of Man- 
ind; ; for he preſorvation of Peace, and for 
the ſecurity of Men's Rights, Privileges £ 
and Properties: Inſomuch, that there 

is not one fingle individual Perſon, that 
is enjoyned Obedience, but may enjoy 
a vaſt Benefit by the Goverriment that 8 
he lives under, if he be not wanting to 
himſel And without queſtion this 
was at the Bottom of the divine Coun- 
ſel in the Conſtitution of Government, 
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The. Deſign of the, Ooſpel Patt Il 
namely, the Good of Mankind. Achat: 
dingly St. Paul, in the aſorecited Chap» 


ben 13 tet tells us, He is the Mini ſter Gad 0 


3. 


. he eats his Morſel in quiet: An 


Thee fur Good. His Power. Yer 
from God, but it 1s, appointed for 
Eu; to preſerye Jaſtice and 2— 
to reform the World; te xeſtrain hut 


man Nature from Fanning! wild and 
| ſavage 5.t0 cure Men's, ill — 


to curb their inſatiable Covetouſneſs 27 
id puniſh evil Duera, and 0 e 
encourage thoſe that do Melle ©! 
- This Reward is in ſome Inſta 
eyery 


time a m—_ wakes, lives; every time 
he lyes down in ſafety; : ever, by 


there were nothing elſe bur this, it 
were infinitely more eligible, much 
better to a; — than if he lived in a 
State of Anarchy, or univerſal Liberty. 
And ſo the. Apoſtle ſays, that God hath 
exalted Rulers into the Place of Fower 
for every. Man's Good: He id Mis 


nifter to thee: for Good. By which Words 


it is plain, he did not intend that we 
ſhould look upon our ;Governaur and 
God's Miniſter as one that acts with 
an arbitrary Power, or an over- hearing 
Sl lf: «Wilks not as one that-Joves: to do- 

mineer 
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Chap. IV. 


He "rao Mae cle u. fon 
Good } (Mas TLOEED 1 78 1%; £1 Dung 
But neither are we to think, that 
when St. Pu gives ſuch a high. Cha- 
rater of a Ruler, he::deſcribes only a 
ſort of * you Fringe of Lai, 
ſuch as: the: Mor may fancy in Idea, 
but can nent hape td en⁰J⁰Fp. No; 
he gives un the Definition of ſuch an 
one as the divine Providence hath oſten 
bleſſed the World withal.. And might 
thoſe Who feel and/.enjoyithe Bleſſing, 
be allowed toi ſpeak withqut ſofpicion, 
of. Flattery;-pryFhe::Euvy:.of others, 
it muſt be. confeſſed by:ial/true Protec! 
ſtants, that) oer have; 8 Prince; xaw 
reigning) ower us C and God Punt he 
long reign I) hefe innate God- 
nel as well as politieoViicews, render 
mwfan makers a hinppy! Pes · 
Td Ae 042 ei lin Pe, 
Pl ks On 8112. 2 if BH Pin 113/538 
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bee n * Magiſtritvi/ 2 eee l. 
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bis. non? inte tur href wi. woy [ig 
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Tbe Dev of rb Goſpel Vat iu 
ple, if we ourſelves could but unde 
ſtand our own Happineſs. A Senſe of 
and Gratitude willi not ſuffer 
fuch Acknow ledgments ton be. 
{d/ on ſo fait an? Occaſionl 10 156 
But to retutmn When, ſay, fits 
Paul deſcribes tlie bleſſdd Viubnes af a} 
good Govetnour! to:Minkind;z he: meant] 
ſuch an one 1e wu Hot only ſean! 
tention of Office and by be hut :wha; 
bad been, and · ght br ſo in the real 
Experience if Rand -evenciof ſuch! 
a8 maintain r. aden by e and! Digs 
nity*'of their! ering tht 
Ends of Gers d — EP Hum 110 
But: however, if their Goodneſs could 
be\ſupp dro e al in the Admigi-: 
ſtation of publik juhteg zin the Pro- 


=_ of 2 ina fret. 


ng Men from — ne and Hloodſhed 
= this would make the Apoſtle's Cha- 
racer true, and his *— to Obe- 
dience powerful and Lon ers L,,. 
e * are allowing 
their Care a lance; for : 
rend — — ky Be hey 75 — 
"Not that Chriftian" Religion is" 295 
more a Friend to.the' lawle/s, Fouts 
a. Magiſtrate, than it is to the 1 
Confuſion of the „ The 50 
| tles 


ChapdIV, [+ 0 promt Perce. 55 


ties of Prince and People are relative 
and; reciprocal 3 and it is plain the Eud 
of all written Laws: is the Security of 
the Subject, againſt: the Eneroachment 
and arbitrary Proceedings ofthe executiye 
Power, which canniat* be, except the 
Prince be governed by theſe Laws as 
well as othe Subject, // But Howeven, 
as Government is ſacred, ſo | Obedience 
to lawſul Powers is ſacred too, which 
is, or bught to be ſufficient to check 
licentious Men from being given to 
Change, or to attemptiian ancortrolled -— 
Liberty. Tho? Compariſons ate often 5 
odious, and either Extteams;|are {very 
undeſireable; yet if we were to weigh 
the Miſeries of ateivil War, and che 
Grievances af An un juſt b Magiſtrate, 
the latter (were they nat othetwiſe to 
be prevented) areo much rather to be 


* 


choſen. | 6 350111014 
Ti true. the fury of incenſed Ty- 
Tranny; may fall heavy upon Particu- 
lars 3 hut the Conſequences of inteſtine 
War are bldody and permanent 7 m0 
thing but endleſs Strife and: Conten- 
tion ʒ and as much as ſoine cry it up. 
Experience would ſoon teach them ( vere 
the Choice unavoidable) that it were 
better to endure the. Burden af the moſt 
Jud 3 arbi⸗ 
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The Deſan of the Goſpel Part Il 
arbitrary Government, than the miſe- 
rable Calamlities of miſt eee 
I ſay, miſtaken! Freedom: 
For what is that Liber ar Mw 
are ſo fond of, dut mare properly Li- 
centigufneſs % Tin indectt one oe 
moſt phpular, but tis the moſt fatal 
Cheat in the World. Tis to do what- 
ever a Man has a mind to, every thing 
that” ſeems right in his don Byes z 
that is, to do dat Miſchief he ples- 
ſes : Whereby he hath Leave ( like 


Jon * ft up his Hand againſt 


every Man he meets; but then he 
muſt allow the lame to every body 
elfe: And what Comfort, iwhat'Secy- 
rity, what Peace an there be in ſuch 
2 Wenk and indefenſible Liberty, where 


che Odds is ſo great, as on One 4. 


painſt the luwleſs Power of an g 
Maultitude n 
At lis mot my Buſineſs, either 40 ob- 
ſerve, or to underſtand the Defeds 


| domplained- of in the ſeveral 'Govern- 
ments in the World, or-how to reriie- 


them. This is only to my preſent 
Lance; That meine! Chan are 
ventiy exhorted and commandel 
to aàn humble and quiet Submiſſion to 
ee * Lord's ſake; wk 
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Mag V. 5 to promote Peace. Km”. 

the lake of his Miniſters ſet over them 
for their Good, and for the fake of that 
Goveriiihent, from which they receive 
Protection. And whatſoever Men's pri- 
vate Fanties may be, yet we may ven. 
ture to fay,” That tbar muſt be a worſe 
Government, than ever the World yet 
aw, that ig not better than erh 
80 Ike wife it is hard to find a Prince 
ſo tnjult and unrightedus, fo lawleſs 
and jbhutmane, to whom the Speech 
. of Terillazs may not in ſome meafure 


be apply'd without Diſſimulation. See- aas 24, 


ing by Thee we enjoy | 
and that very worthy Deeds are done 
to this Nation by thy Providence; we 
0 it always, and in all Places, with 

an $59 You: . V4 $004 95 + BET TBIST 


Ha TS : 

'Befides, it is to be corfider'd, that 
the wiſer Part of Mankind do diſco- 
ver a general Defire to be juſt and ho- 
neſt, or at leaſt to ſeem ſo: And ac- 
cordingly they have been obſerved ta 
make Laws always in favour of Good- 
neſs and Vertue, and by conſequence of 
good and righteous Men. If then the 
Laws of Nations, by which Rulers are 
limited and ought to be-guid-1, are in 
ſome meaſure conformable to the Laws 
of Nature, then thoſe whom God's Pro- 
1 G 4 vidence 


ear Quietneſs, 5 + 


18 6 
ol 2 Fa 1 5 . 


eee 
1 1 5 Rell enn of For 


ghly u the e Peace 5 

ae 1 b Ferns a, 55 Under. 
Wife 0 OR YR eſpondence 

R 4 | | Ras 18 10 "ber 


43 
* 5 2 
Tz 4 tt. road of 
*. 1 4 * —_ 
þ 


HY 2. ; 
* 1 899 5 Laien j Dy Homines ag hoi Juff 
ts confliruntitur, pri his qui in illb tempore 1 

TAS aft 101 his qui in illo b 
3pſis reguncut. — enim illorum ad correctionem 
& vtilitare m Sudzeft orum dantur, & conſervationem E 

Thtiz; quidam . ad timorem & pœnam & 
nteparionem; quid lam autem ad illuſionem & contume - 


Sy 1 quemadmodum & d igni ſunt; Dei 
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TIN [adder to make out 
A | ther Beauty and Wit. 
: dom of Chriſtian Re- 


1 Petey 815 * Goſpel do 
al tend to eſtabliſh an — 3 and 
Jaſting Friendſhip and Peace amongſt 
Equals, or all the ſeveral Subjects of 
the ſupreme Power, of which every S6- 
ciety is compoſed. And indeed with- 
out this, the general Peace of the World 
would be very lame and imperfe&. For 

it & plain all the Miſchiefs and * 
: ers 


# ; * 
1210 L 1 5 4 * 2 
: Chap. * N 7 N 
to promote 
Chap. 


orders cncidintts Mankind, do not ariſe 
FfromJealouſies, Jarrs, or open Hoſti- 
lities Betwixt Frince and Subject, but 
are in 4 meaſure owing 00 — 
Reſtleſneſs top: bn wag the” ech 
P 8, an implatcable · 
— _Inferiours'themſelves, If then 
the Laws of Chriſi do ſo far conſult the 
Good and Happineſs of Societies, as to 
put an End to all unhappy Differences 
amongſt Chriſtians, this is that Harmo- 


©: 
/ 


vy and Peace, which I here. ſu 
and am about to prove is the 
Conſequence of che true and bet | 
Practice of Chri 
- Now by Frare here 1 do by io tears 
underſtand un intire Separation from _ 
pany and honeſt Buſineſs, or a 
on from the common Affairs of Life, 1 
ik it was the Duty of a Chriſtian to live 
the Life of a Recluſe, and to ſit con- 
_ brooding in a dark and 
Cell. No, Religion doth not engage 
Men to turn lazy Anchorets, and to en- 
cloſe Gemteltes in holy Walls out of 
one another's Reach, for fear of Danger 
from 3 or of diſturbing one ano- 
ther's This is not properly 
Beacrableneſe, but Reſt ; or rather a 
Ae Sloth. Man is an active 


Das 


Tb Degel Goſpel. / Parti I. 
And fly Cteaturel ndued with Fatul- 
ties ofn Reaſon and Fore-ſigltt; |whert- 
by he is enabled 49rpehetrate:theeCaii- 
Jes of Things; 0 creo lect what as paſt 
20 lu ent uleful Arts far tlie go if 
"Soxietpcrio fich Rijes of Life andi 
gontrire Laws forcthe general Goodiand 
e lChever amen f, Mankind. and 
dhexefere. is n oalbaReſpec ts. beſto ani 
aH fttted for an awe uſeful: Life. 
Mon e tural prying 
prone and» when-he has diſeo- 
us this, he wilh ſoom find what kind 
rage, or Buſiheſdp or Courſe bf 
TE will tend moſt} to his Welfare. 
He wth qbickly diſtever that he tan- 
ot hve! alone by his own. finaided 
-Sixengi@42 thathe::muſtſeck ont: for fo. 
_ — . 
Fcanndt;enjoy che Com · 
Joni; ag Conyènlendies af Life, with · 
h Dunſel and the Aid of others: 
All cchis even torges; hi intd Campa 
Hy Bd: at the ſame time obliges him 
2 0 ;ProGure/the! good Will and Opidien 
+9f ochars,;;and-to ſpread his:Totereſhes 
tas: er bonefthi cans And yet nothing 

* his can be done. to any 
le, eit ruby Force, or Fraud, ur 


mel clangholly 4zneſs'; . it muſt be 
effected 
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and in what manner the Chr 


out of Care and, Kindnęſs ta 
e Ro en, when, that Nhe fol 
— to be repugnant to, or inconſiſſe 
with the cam 8, 
where 2 vicious Self Lobe and ar; 
Intereſt may ſuggeſt to the centtzf 
| i. is, tq hai por „ in the; Senſe 
cen of che Law of Nature, aud 
more according to the Rules off thi 
Chriſtian Religion; and that Man that 
ſhall: wilfilly — bee refulc; thei 
eaſy chene Tore, 1 proper: 
5 be pronounced a a tai the 
ublick and; a ſort of a Sebi nb fem 
the true Intereſt of Ma (07 
No therefore i Fa be expe 
Red, that I ſhould particularly 9 25 4 
1688 
doth ſo ſingularly promote this ſort 
1 DO the 944; 400 ay! 2 
ſerve the Name of; Niſdom 
or heavenly Wiſdom, — pk t 
peaceable Effects high it Would ns. 
turally produce, Would Men but 12 
perſuaded to live according td its 5. 
cifck Directions. But we are to 
ſerve that the Reli ion wick our ble 
ſed Lord hath introduc d in the World; 
does not only eontrive and promote 
univerſal Peace barely by general oy 
ce 
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— ay Deſign is this ; Chap- 

SEXY ter is to ſhew patticu- 
| larly, what wiſe Pre- 
oepts, and ſeaſonable 
n Caurivns; ache Goſpel 
= 8 gives again choſe Things 
which are cominonly original Cau- 
ſes of all Strife and. Comentlon, and 
conſequently are the Piſturbers of that 
Peace which it endeavburs to promote: 
Now tho there are great Variety of 
Evangelical Cautions, tending to pre- 
ſerve Peace, yet I ſhall chiefly chuſe 
to conſider thoſe, that are for the moſt 
part beyond the Cognizance of hu- 
man Laws, anf yet are dften times the, 


greateſt Enemies to Peace. Such 


haps as may ſeem” fmall and deſpicz- 
, H ble 


/ 


88 The Defign of the Goſpel .| Patt It: 
ble Things, F nor worth the Study or 
Wiſdom of human Government ; but 
yet many” times prove of deen pern 
cious Conſequence to the race and 
Quiet of Mankind: As for fnſtanee. 


of J. Chriſtian Religion hath laid down 
. ſome Precepts, and wiſe Cautions againſt 
1 the Extravagancies of the ToNGuE, 
I. that little Member, which (as the Apo- 
James 3. ſtle faith Fig Man can _ but is an 
unruly Evil, full of dea oyſon. It 
bath, in 3 1 83 ; 2h 7 48 
Death, and devoured like the Peſtilence, 
or the Grave,: For Which, reaſon 
verſe 6. the ſame, Apoſtle, calls it, 4 | F 5 
a World of Inignity; ſo i, i Tongue 
among our Members, that: it dejes. N 
whole Body, and ſetteth on Hire the 
miſchievous Mucbine as this; which has 
baffled all human Laws, be noi: in ſome 
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Counſel and ddes Caurion, the Cap 
of Numer would indeed be foo 
on Fire; and a good Man would galt 
ly find N too hot for Hin. be 1018 
Hereih therefdre appears the Wicdom 
and Kindneſs of our graciotis' Law-giver 
in his Goſpel, that hie doth ſb bit 
ly inter 10 A Matter of ſuch Da 
and Difficulty, ſeaſonling his Bie 
s Minds with prudent Caution; 
Not to Ji e leſt they be juuged; not 
to be wet with ds Brothet withotie 4 
cogoy nor th let the Sun go ws 
% Wrath '; not to aven 
Mos 
Wrath'; wot" rende Ml for Evil, 7 
Railing fon "Rail 
Bl: — Wh And 4 che Cath time pegs 
g Bleif-diieſs to tlie Meck. 
uch peaceable Exhoftations, fuck ki 
Cobntels 48 ſtheſe, ate Is conftar 
interſpetfed chfbughiout the New, I 
ſtament, to cutb the Extfavag 
of the Totigue, that I need not fit IE 
but any wre ſueh Geiterals; 
ſhall elluſe to inſtance if two 1 5 
eular Caſes, wherein this uu 
Pies to offen 


© the fl A ice of Man 
nd (1. m raff erst and 4 
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ſiſtance; a Proceedure, that ma 1 


The Deſign: af ibe Goſpel Part Il 


ſpiteful Interpretation of Men's Words 


and Actions: And ( .) In eager Diſ. 


putes and intemperzte Teal about reli 


gious Matters. 20 


1 
. _ _ 


I (1.) Therefore our holy Religion 


in order to preſerve; Amity. and Peace a- 
mongſt Men, doth caution us to avoid 


raſh- Cenſuring and Detraction, in all 


ſuch Cales where Men are apt to put 


a ſpiteful Interpretation upon the Words 
and Actions of others, inaſmuch as this 
Practice does plainly lay a Foundation 
of endleſs Quarrels. For. he that goes 
about to defame and traduce his Neigh- 
bour, . does openly. proclaim to him and 
all the World, that he deſpiſetn him 
and ſets him at naught; that lie 
neither values his Friendfhip. 


. a great Provocative to Revenge, and 
oes more Miſchief to Society than 


either Pride or Avarice. However, 


the Conſequence. hereof, fatal 28 it is, 


is not ſo. well cpnſider d by. the gene- 
rality of Mankind, as it ought z, whilſt 
we find them ſo. frequently extenuating, 
if not exculing, this unſociable Crime: 


As if becauſe they had neither 8 


ed nor wounded their Neighbour, it 


were no Crime 3 to, o expoſe his dr” | 


Chap. VI, to promote Pesce. 
and leſſen his Reputation. But what 


* 


ſays the wiſe Man ? The Wards. Ha fro. 18. 
Tale-bearer are \as Wi ounds. and they £0: 


down into the innermoſt Parts of the 


/ 


Belly. And again, There is that ſpeakeprov. la. 
ab like tbe piercings of a Sword. Sols. 


that it is plain, the Wounds of Infa- 
my and Detraction are fatal and miſ- 
chie vous to Society. For. 

As raſn Cenſuring does ſtrike the ten- 
dereſt Part of a Man's Soul, ſo Paſſion 
will eaſily provoke him to revenge it 
as haſtily. As fond as Men are of Ri- 
ches, and Eaſe, and Life, and Health, 


and Liberty, they will abandon them 
all to acquire Glory and to preſerve it, 


to get a good Name, and to keep it too. 


Accordingly we find many brave and 


generous Minds would chuſe Death, ra- 


ther than live in Diſgrace. However 
it is plain, nothing is more impatient- 
ly reſented, or muſed on with more 
Anxiety and Bitterneſs, than ſpiteful 


Slander; and even the wiſeſt Men ſeem 


better prepared to endure a Bruile 
in the Head, than a Wound in their 
Reputation. If then Reaſon ſets ſuch 
a high Value upon a good Name, and 
Paſſion more, we may conclude, that 
this Practice of raſh Cenſuring and Judg; 
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is one of the greateſh_ Injuries we 
foie to our Neighbour,--apd: muſt 
aug lay a Foundation of laſting 
euds in Society. Accordingly it hath 
en obſerved, ee Quarrels have 
3 on the account of Defama 
tien and feproachful - Words, than 1 
on the account of any other Intereſt 
whatſoeyer, _ Beſides, the manner of pro- 
cetding is more fatal to Peace; Becauſe a 
Proceſs at Law may be ended amicablyby 
an Appeal to- an -unbiaſsd Judicature; 
bür in the Caſe of ſpiteful Interpre- 
tation of Mens Words and Actions, 
there is oftentimes no Appeal to be 
made; and then Paſſion weill ſuggeſt a 
N of returning the ſame Men- 
ure, which cannot done without 
manifeſt Inconveniencies to. Hociety, 
But then again, 
5 That which makes Men reſent or 
Jaſtin 2 good Name ſo rievouſly, a 
70 revenge | it ſo 81 is be- 
Cauft "tis an Injury hardly to be repair- 
ed. For as long as one Part of Man. 
king are ſo credu{ous, and another Part 
Ala d, as greedily to ſwallow a 
eſſening Report, there is little Hopes 


bl wiping off the Calumny, of finding 
or Balm to cure mo Wound. Not h 
tag 


1 


Chap. VI. . n 


the "Treaſures of the 8 can a boy 
off, ot ſtop the Progreſs of a lying Report 


Calumniator. „ 


Not # publick Commendation will re= 
trieve it: Not all the Care and haſty Di- 
ligence, rhat can be uſed; is ſufficient 
to wipe off the Reprozeh ; ſomething 
will ſtick to blacken and deface the of- 
fended \ Perſon. Accordingly | the judi- 
cious Biſhop Sander ſon obſerves, That 
2 Man may ſooner heal and get a Cure 
for 2 woufded Conſdence, than for 
1 wounded Name: The one he com- 
* to à broken Bone, the other to 
a broken Glaſs, In one Caſe we fall into 
the Hands of God, who is inclinable 
to pardon ; in the other into the Hands 
of Men, not ſo ready to forgive, whilſt 
Envy and Emulation hold the Scales. 
Moreover, raſh Cenfuring is an In- 
2 not to be guarded againſt; no 
Laws in the World can ſecure a Man 
from it, either to prevent it, or to 
procure Reſtitution. For the ſpiteful 


Slander "tay be ſo matiaged by wily 
Suppoſitions Foy ſuch crafty Intimations, 
and ſuch tart Honiet, thi] human Laws 
cannot provide uff them, or teach 


H 4 


the 


once flown. from the Mouth bf 5 The Kc | 
A hearty Sorrow and Rec 
pentance df the Offender cant do it: 
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thi Offender. Solzmon very elegant] 
xpreſſes the deſtructive Nature of this 


Prov. 25 anfociable View 4 falſe Witneſs ( faith) 


he) againſt. his Neighbour, is 4 Ma 


and a Sword; and 4 ſharp Arrow In- 


tiwating, that among all the Inflrs 


ments of Miſchief — have been found 


out, none is of more pernicious Con- 
ſequence to human Society, than falſe: 
and ſlanderous Reports. Becauſe indeed- 
uncharitable Defamation is 4 Peſtilenee, 
that uſually walkech in Darkneſs, and a 
ſecret Stab, againſt which many times 
her is no poſlibility of Defence. 

rom the Repreſentation here given 
of this one Inſtance of an unruly 
Tongue, may eaſily be gather'd how 
naturally implacable Feuds and Ani- 
molities will ariſe. For from hence 
we may date moſt of thoſe unchriſtian 
Bitterneſſes, inhuman Invectives, and 
unkind Diſtances amongſt Nei zhbours, 
Friends, and Relations, that 5 ſo di- 
ſturb the Peace of Mankind. And how 
can we then ſufficiently admire, the 

Wiſdom and Kindneſs of the Evange- 
lical Law; that here wap ſea- 


ſonable Cautions, to ſtop this ten- 
tial Miſchief. of the Tongue, ſo hard to 


be cured or prevented by any human 


7 | Con- 


Chap. VI. —— wl Oo. 
Contrĩvances? To-this purpoſe St. 
— adviſes to. refer all Judgment to 


Judge nothing ( faith he) HD cor. 
d Tins uni tbe. Ford come, who bots. © 
will bring to Light the 23 


of Darkneſs, manifeſt the 
Counſelt f the Heart, and iben ſhall 
every Man baue Praiſe of © God. Pe. 
thing can be more wicked, than for 
Men who muſt be judg d themſelves, 
to take God's Work out of his Hande. 
To judge is God's Prerogative, becauſe 
he 1 the Heart, and accordingly it 
is He that will judge the World. 
There is one Lam giuer who it able to lam: . 
ſave and to deſtrey; who art thou that 
Judgeſt another 2 Why ſo much haſte 
to prevent the Judgment of God by 
our raſh, and uncharitable Judgments >. 
Judgment will come time enough for 

us all, and therefore Juage pars. be- 
for the Time; 3 T6 

It was prudent. Advice given the 
Son of Syrach ;; Whether it be to a friend 1 
or: Foe, Salk as: of other Men's Lives; * 
and if thou canſt without offence, reueal 
them not : for. be beard and obſerved 
thee, and when Time cometh be will hate 
thee, This very Conſideration ſhould 
hee reſtrain haſty and raſii Judg- 

ment; 


9s, be Dgign'uf the\Galpel -| Part: ii 
ment j herauſe 2 wiſe Man would not 

willingly forfeit the Love and Gbod - 
Wil of his Neighbour. But yet this 
is mate than à Matter of Frudenet 


too ; for ont holy Religion not onl 
us re with 


threuens the cen 
che fariditure of the Love aud Fri, 
ſhip: of. others, but with the. loſs" ob 
„ the Loe and Favour of God. ug 
not, 1 not judged; for with what 
= ye judge, fall be judged f 
eh wbat Meaſure ye mete, it ſſul 
2 megfured to you gain. And me- 
 thinksthar//Paſſige of bur Lord's ſhould 

.- ..Afrighten-all ſuch Men, as give them) 
ſelves undue Liberties in raſn and cen 

Mat. 12. ſotious Language. 1 ſay unto you ,. that 
36 eyxery idle Ward that Mon 620 "ſpe ak, 
dier ſoall give an Account thereof as the 
df Fudgment. Which Saying ig 


8 of every trifli  Coleſs, 
or —— Word; Gol 


—_ 17 forbid! 
every fa and re- 
2 bl radu n all ſuch Words 26 
' tend unju ii to len the''Charager of 
any: — whom ws not love; 
a will plainly appear 3 Color | 
eonfiders the Scope _ once of 
me Hla ce. * e 
Aale therefore, nil all Bides 
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Chap. VI. ts promote Pegee, 


tiouſneſs of the — 


are baffled, 
and | Laws in this reſpect are found de- 
ſective far 


the Peace of Man- 
kind, Chriſtian Religion applies feaſon- 
able Cawtions, and ſevere Thbreathings, 
to prevent the Miſchiefs and Inconve- 
piencies thereof. As will appear alſo 
28 plainly, 

(2) Wich refpet to another: miſ- 
chiavous Cauſe of Quarrel occafioned 
by the Tongue; and that is, eager Dif. 
putes, and intemperate Zeal about re- 
ligious Matters. This warm I” 
of Mind, ſo natural to ſome 


ions, and made much botrer by wiſta- 


len Principles of Religion, hath done 


deplorable Execution upon the Peace 
both of Church and State, in all Times 
and Places. This is "an Evil ſo fa 


politick Arts for reſtraining the RG 
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— to Peace and Truth, that it hath | 
n made a 
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go 
overthrom à good Cauſe : But what 


The Defgn of the,Golpel Part Ty 
gives the great Scandal and Offence ta 


true Religion, is this, (which is a 


Matter of eaſy Obſervation) that the 
weaker Men are in theit Reaſons,” com- 
monly. they are the more vialent in their 
Paſſians; and where the Scripture has 


| left Matters pretty much undetermin'd; 


there ſuch Tempers are ever moſt ſure 


to be in the right. Accordingly it is ob- 


ſervable, that the ſinaller the Nifferen : 
ces in religious Matters are, the wider 
commonly the Breach ; inſomuch, that 
many can live more peaceably with an 


Infidel, that differs in the Object ob 


Worſhip, than with another that differs 
only in the Form. f ae 


1 
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There is no honeſt ſincere Chriſtian ( ſaich the ex; 
cellent Biſhop Wake, now A. B. C.) how erroneous ſor 
ever he may be, but what at leaſt is perſuaded that he is 
in the right; and looks upon Us to be as far from the 
Truth by differing from him, as we eſteem bim for 
agreeing with us Now if upon the ſole Account of ſuch 
Differences it be lawful for us re hate one another, wo 
muſt for the very ſame Reaſon allow it to be as lawful for 
him to hate us. Thus ſhall we at once invert the Chz- 
racteriſtie of our Religion. By this ſhall all Men k 
that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have Love to one ther 
and turn jr into the quite contrary Note. Whilſt we 

great Mark of ou? 


o 


make our Hatred ro our Brother the 
Teal for our Religion, and conclude Him to love Chriſt 
the s/f, who the /eaſt loves his Fellow-Chriſtiafi, Wake, 
Vol. der. Page 279. | : \ 
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Chap. L to promote Peace. 

there fore, tho! it may fer up for 4 di- 
ſtinguiſhing Character and may be ap- 
. mags yet can never 
do any Truth, but is ra- 
ther * ro of eclipſing true primi- 
tive Chriſtianity 3 of loſiũg that ola 
Faith, and old Charity and . which 
uſed to be in faſhion, when Chriſtians 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves bx. the. Simpli- 
city of their Faith, as well as by their 

exemplary Lives. 1 
e te Zeal is "contrary. to the 
true: Spirit ries the Goſpel, which "reach- 


eth Us in mere knoſa to 1a theſe. that 2 Nm. 2. 


oppoſe chemſelves,'-and not to fight" like 23. 
herce Gladtators 3s" if it were,a Chri- 
ſtian's Duty to whet his Tongue like a 
Sword, " therewith both to Apide, and 
to defend che Trüth. It is indeed 2 
Chriſtian's Duty both to ſuffer and, to 
die tot his Religion, rather than re- 
nounce: it; but not to gbr and uarrel 
for it: This Would be as abſurd 4 Pre- 
tence, - as if à Man: ſhould dra his 
Sword to defend ad maintain be Un- 
lawfulneſs of Duels. Men may miſtake 

their Duty, and miſinterpret. Scripture; & 
but that would be in a -very- miſtaken 
Senſe indeed carneſtly to contenu for: the 
Faith, Alas ! long Experience may 


cafily 


| The Difigh of ebe Goſpel Fart l. 
 eafily-ſetve to convince the World; thut 
Force may make Hypoeritis, and. Paſſi 


pre Silence 1; dut that neitlier af 
will make real Converts 5: An 


that Peace, which is not founded in 
mutual * * Forbearanoe 4 Lork z Fe 
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and virulene Oppoſition is not Rhe 18 
kft Jong. Tire is) withont queſtion, 
2 coihmendable Zeat to be ufd Wick 
reſpect to the plain pradical*'Truths 
of the Goſpeh and thoſe Perſons are 


highly to be diamed, who de ene 
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mrempera 
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pe rl 


mill be attain ,Ohay"is- ltd be 
atained ; whilſt e emlelves 
have Abilities a8 Under tl 
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102 The Defigh of the Goſpel Part IN) 
pture-Exhortations to Unity and Peace, 
proceed upon a quite different Founda- 

tion; and the Rules for a Chriſtian's 

Behavidur are ſuch as theſe. Since 

there are thoſe who are weak as well 

Rom. 14. ag ſtrang, wo bear with: one. another's” WG 

9. firmities, and to. — after the 

Epb. 4 Which make for: tace. To walk —_ 

213 of the Vocation wherewith we are _ 

with all Lowlineſs and. Meckneſs, with 


1555 Juffering — one anotber in 

—.— 2 keep the Unity 
1 Spe e 1h in an exact 
Agreement: in Fy things, yet atleaſt} 
in ** Bond of Peact. Peack. In it can 


be nothing. leſs than perverſe Will in- 


tereſt, or Ambition, that can magiſte- 
Tlrlally. dictate to others by an intempe· 
convinced 


e 
as they ought) that⸗ 
in ſtriving to pleaſe God, in ſtrict Hor 
lineſs and a good Life, and not iti ii 
tricate Queſtions \which* p uzakle-the 
Head, but never affect the — the 
Differences among Chriſtians would not 
prove; ſo deſtructive to, Peace as they 
Are 5 and though. Men might vary and 
differ in leſſer Things, as they have 
always done, yet they would ſoon earn 
een differ in Love and Chor 


% 


Chap. VI. i promote Peace. '; 32003 
It is Ry we are taught through - | 
out the Goſpel to place the Edzntials 
of Religion in a very few, plain, practi- 
cal, and certain Truths; and yet eren 
in the Apoſtle's Time 2 carly any; Dogan ds 
theſe eager Diſputants) d.o 3 
ſort of Me Men, that 2 ueſti- 1 Tim. * 
ons and 1 of Words, — — 2 45 5* 
— Eng, 0 5 Ds ngs, ** 
s, perverſe Diſputings 0 n 0 
— Mind: — _ 4 n of 
— that fierce Zeal ſo dangerous 
and infectious, that he thus adviſed 
his Son Timothy, From ſuch withdraw 


FA ſelf Altho we meet with 0 1 
Combatants, that look upon it 
28 2 > Gio: of Wit and Parts' to be able 
to defend a Paradox, that ſeek not for 
Truth but Vifory; and are more eager 
and induſtrious to amuſe and confound 
others, than to ſatisfy themſelves ;- yet 
St. Paul adviſes Titus to avoid fooliſh rir. 3. 9. 
Queſtions and Genealogies, and Conten- 
tions, and Strivings about the Law, 
for (fays he ) they are unprofitable and 
vain ; neither they nor. their Neigh- 
bours are bettered by them. 
* whole it is manifeſt, that 
gion teacheth Chriſtians to o ſub- 


— 
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mit, to fine to be th ,and toobey, rather 
| than 


"The Deßg⸗ of the Goſpel Patt 11} 


than to diſpute with engetneſs and in- 
temperate Zeal; to pay a modeſt De. 


yu ference, and Regard to the + Ridlers. of 
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the Church, as they that watch » Souls 
. and muft give an Account. Not that 
every Chriſtian 1s bound to yield a blind 
Aſſent to every thing tliar is 'deliver'd 
by a Miniſter of Religion. Or thit he 
3s to renounce his Reaſon and Under: 
ſtanding, whenever it is eontradicted by 
his immediate Paſtor. We do not claim 
ſuch a Dominion over the Reaſon and 
Conſciences of our Flock; but onl 
thus much we are ſure every pr private 
Chriſtian is obliged to for Peace ſake 
not to oppoſe every private Betteln 
Conceit of his own, much leſs to vent 
it with Paſſion and Zeal, againſt the 
concurring Judgment of good and wiſe 
Men in all eſpecially the earlieſt Ages 
of the Church; and therefore, to be 
ſure, not to ſeparate from an eſtabliſh'd 
Way of Worſhip, without tlie utmaſt 
' Neceflity, and moſt undeniable. Rea- 
fons. So long then as Chriſtians can 
argue without Paſſion, offering their 
Reaſons modeſtly and unprovoking, 
they may differ without dividing, and 
preſerve a true chriſtian peaceable Spi- 
rit; which delights not to inſult * 
— 13 | t 
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Chaps VI. te promote Peace. 
the ſuppoſed Ignorance of others, vi- 
olently forcing them to yield to impe- 
rious Dictates; but tather attempts td 
win ot compel others by calm Rea- 
ſon and kind Treatment; ſtill aiming at 
mutual Love, Charity and Patience, 
which are certainly more pleaſing to 
God than Identity of Opinion. Thus 
tay be ſeen under the two foregoing 
Heads, - how wiſely our 'Religion has 
interpoſed to pteſerve the Peace of Man- 
kind, by leaving us fuch prudent Cau- 
tions and Rules againſt the Ext tavagan- 
cies of the Tongue, that unruly Evil, 
and unhappy Enemy to the Peace of 
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+ We are here naturally led to obſerve that the Word; 

Aras, which has been mad&'a vety ill aſe of, and 
which we tranſlate [compel ] (as Luke 14. 23. Compel 
theni to come in See Grot. in lot.) never onde in the 
New Teſtament, ſignifies properly out ward Force or Vi- 
olence , but only ſuch a Compilfron or voluntary Convis 
ktion, 4s is che natufal Conſequence of ſtrong and irre- 
ſiſtible Perſuaſion; And the Latin Word | cogere) which 
anſwers to it, has generally che ſame Signification both 
in Eccleſiaſtical and Profane Atithots. See rwo or three 
Iaſtances. La#. Epit. Cap. 50; Omi aliquid docet, 
deber facere ipſe quæ docet, ut cat Homives optempe · 
rare ; | Scil. ut bebementùr mo beat ¶ corcitet.] Again, 
pr. de Mort. 16 2. Pavore mortalitatis Dgfertores com- 


A 


pelluntur ut redeant; Gentiles coguntur ur credant. To 


which add that known Paſſage in Virgil, En. 3 Lib. 
nid non mortalia pectora cogis, Auri ſacra Fames ? 
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"Ik; Another one Evangelical Canin 
for preſerving Peace is, That Gh 


. r Thefl. 4. ans ſhould. ftudy to be quiet, a and to mem 


2 Cor. 10. ſelves beyond their fr and 


14, 16. 


| meddling in other Men's Matters z 


is, and how fatal it hath often 


their own Bufmeſs, which is oppaſed to 
that unhappy, miſchievous Temper, 2 


(as the Apoſtle calls it) e lo 


in another Man's Line of th ck 57 
out of their own proper 8 
leaving their own Buſineſs. mens oh 


* 


with and diſturb others. I need not 


examine how common a Practiee —. 
to the Peace of Mankind; but all obs 
ſerve, that as the wiſe Author of Na- 
ture has ordained to every Man a 
certain Portion of Happinefs in this 
World; ſuch as he is capable af, and is 
ſuited to his Station; fo has he allo, 
as a Mins that End, eſtabliſhed a 
Propriet ings and Perſons for a 
Time; loch uch 104550 as 18 abſolutely tie- 
ceſſary becauſe without it a Man can 
neither ſerve himſelf, nor the Intereſt 
of the Publick.. But then this Pro- 
B. is not boundleſs; (as fome late 

have maintained) it is not to 


have and do bl 2 Man has 4 
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Chap. VI. t promote Peace. 2 Top! 
mind to, but it is limited and appto⸗ 
priate; for that pil Reaſon, becauſe 
Man's Nature i is ſo; And no Man can 
claim 4 Right to more chan he is ca- 
pable of enjoying. If his Power ki 
confined © within” certain. Bound, Hi 
ned bo 4 ertain. 


Thus 5 „ be ds by covi- 
dence even in che material World. For | 
_ is 1 8 Beer, ature, 
ut a tifu made u 
of vel 1 Parts 200 Me 8. e 
joined together, that each confers. Its 
Power and Operation to the . Grace and 
Ornament, the Strength and Stability 
of the Whole; each Part alſo is coti- 
fine within its Limite, not in- — 
croaching upon or diſturbing avother in | 1 
its Courſe. The very fame Method —_ 
does the Almighty ſe in the 2 
World. He hath ve and Aid bores 
this Earth amo the Childre 
Men, ſetting and erermining the e 
not only of their NG as St. 
Paul ſaith ) but alfo of their + Em- Hude 
ployments, and ſo hath confined Maus. 1 6555 
Care and Endeavours within the Sphere 1 Cor. 
of his own Activi 48. : _ Withour which, 7: 
ene” of aſſign T. diftin&” Offices, 


and 
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108 The Deſign. of tbe Goſpeh Pan 
and divided Intereſts, ' the common 
Good Euer be 4 effectually putſu-· 
ed; büt muſt unavoidably be negle&- 
ed, and conſequently Erebe e Jen 


will enſue, zmong the ſeveral ſeparate 
Powers Eccleſiaſtical, Civil, or Milita- 
tary, and all the ſeyeral Parts of them, 
This is ſo very plain, ( whatſoever. the 
Practice af particular Perſons; may be) 
that I need not dwell any longer upon 
it: And therefore ſhall now only ob- 
ſerve, that when any one breaks out of 
bis own proper Ling, and burſts into 
another's appropriate Buſineſs, as he re- 
ally hurts and interrupts the publick 
Good, ſo he does, tacitly reproach his 
Neighbour, impeaching him of Weak- 
neſs and e {; 1D20a his own 
Affairs, whereby he lays a. Foundation 
for Diltaſte. and .Quarrel. Men do as 
naturally ſhyn and expel ſuch idle and 
impertinent Meddlers, as they drive a- 

way Hornets and * that buz about 

their Ears, and woleſt their Tranquil- 

lity. For indeed à Trifler in his.qwn, 

. ad pt. and a Meddler in others Buſineſs, What 
P. 238. „js he (as a learned Man obſerves) 
but an unnatural Excreſcence, ſucking 
Nutriment from the Body Politick, 

L without yielding Ornament or Uſe? 


© What 


Suits ! ˙-⏑ r we” ED oÞ. CHAP JR et I. WY 


* 


own Buſer neſts, A And St. Pe erer days, 8 Lt 1 Per. 


hed oh. en Lads. 


Ghap- VI.. e Nie Peace. 
« Wh h We! ef ng an 
at is but a Wen d 0 Ec "Ws 


© encumbring the Body Ya, 95 


* infeſting and corrupting it Fa 

- To prevent therefore the mavifol 
Inconveniencies; and _ Miſehiefs, that 
muſt follow from ſuch an unnatural 
Practice, we are adviſed, to mind 0 


none f pon ſuffer as "a Pu "body in 1%. . 
ot her Jy 47 "OA And 15. Pi 5 
faith, At the Lord hath called every e 
one, ſo let bim walk; and let every ONE 12, 20. 
abide in: The Jame Calling. wherem be 

is called, Divine Providence hath di- 
ſtributed” variety of Gifts, among the 
Children of Men, juſt as he hath pla- 

ced the Members of the Body, that 

they ſhould all- have Care one for ano- 
ther; that each Member may con- 

ſpire and 0. operate to the Strength, 
Nouriſnment, and Welfare of the 
whole. Every Man therefore is in 
ſome ſort . br with -: Abilities to 
diſcharge ſome Function or other uſe- 

ful to the common Good; he hath 
ſome Talent committed to him, which, 
in ſubordination, to God's Service, he 
may improve to the Benefit of So- 
ciety. oor thus by a. joynt Contri- 
bution Yup Man's rs all the - 
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The Deſign of che Goſpel Part l. 
Wants of Men are ſome Way or other 
tolerably ſupplied. # 
But now this Diſtribution of Gifts 


ſhews plainly both God's Deſign a 


Man's Duty; for (as Biſhop Sanderſon 
ſays) where God beſtows, he'binds; 

where auy thing is given, ſomething 
is required. So the Apoſtle Peer at- 
gues, As every Man bath received the 
Gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame one to 


another, as good Stewards of the ma- 


ni fold Grace of God. He that has an) 


that one ſhould work with his Hands and Feet, another 


beneficial Endowment or Calling al- 
lowed him by Nature or Providence, 
has a Treaſure or Talent put into his 


e 0 k 
— — * — ———————— 
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* So ( faith the pious and learned Dr. Barrow ) bath 
the great Author of Order diſtributed the Ranks and 
Offices of Men; in order to mutual Beneſit and Cons 
fort; that one Man ſhould plow, another chreſh, another 
grind, another labour at the Forge, another knit er 
weave, another ſail, another trade, another ſuperviſe 
all the ſe, la Four ing to keep them all in Order and peace; 


with his Head and Tongue ; all conſpiring ro one 
common End, the Welfare of the Whole, and the Supply 
of what is uſeful to each particular Member; every Man 
fo reciprocally obliging and being obliged ; the Prince 
being obliged to che Hasbandman for his Bread, to the 
Weaver for his Cloaths, to the Maſon for his Palace, to 
the Smith for his Sword; theſe being all obliged to him 
tor hit vigilance Care in protecting them, for their Secu- 
icy in purſuing the Work, and enjoying the Fruit of 
heir Induſiry, Vol. 3. page 236. F 
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Chap. vi. 1 promt Peace. 115 
Hands; and if he embezzles or wraps = 
it up in a Napkin, he is 4 publick _ 
Cheat, and is falſe and injuriogs to So. 
ciety. So Ikewiſe he that 7 his 
ow Calling and”'Buſineſs,” to be offi- 
cious in other Matters, in what doth 
not belong to him, he is properly un- 
faithful the this Truſt aud undutiful to 
the wiſe Governour of the World, who 
to prevent all the Miſchiefs e and 
good Order, that would enſue from 
the unlimited Invaſions of Buſy-bodies, 
— ordered every Man his + particular . 
and, Biaſineſt ( as St. Pau calls Tek: 

by ar the Apoſtle enjoins it alſo, 
aa #52; 7 in Speck to thoſe two great 

of Life, Sloth and progmatical 
Curioſity,” ot the neglect of aur, own 
and meddling with other Men's Af. 
fairs. ' Accordingly he tells us again, 
We bear thut there are fome which 2 re 3 
walk among you diforderly,  work-"" 
not at all, but are Bu fy-bodies : 


Wind! them that yo Led we N 


that with R ber bey work and cat 
their own Bread. For indeed the Work 
of a Buſy-body is a fort of a ſpiritual 
burglary, the moft proyoki ng. vaſion 
of Property in the World, and it is 
com- 


weooouy ſonable Caution this, Þ Ia mind 
n Bu ne ſi 3 „And if it were A 


The Deſign. of the Goſpel Fart. I, 
commonly as ſeverely, revenged and fs 
hay, | 2 It is e tha 


_ 5-St, Paul adviſeth Timothy, not ta ta 


. :dows into the Number of tholg 
of an eccleſiaſtical * becauſe, they 
were ſo apt to turn Buſt -bodies 
cular Matters. A wh ul 


obleryed; as it ought, Would prevent 
much Diſhonour and Hetriment to Re- 


Mak as well as rear Fünen 


Mankind. Again, N De 
Ille. 
| III. pater wiſe Method reading 
to preſerye Peace, is à Caution Bis 
5 ee Love for * one Spry, of Mev 
above. others, in oppoſition, to that 
verſal 1 and Mn, Chants 
| commanded in the Goſpel... . cat 


. plainly a. common Debt of Love, w 
every one. owes to his Neighbour, an 
that Neighbourhood doth, now under 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation, extend to the 
utmoſt "Bou ds of human. Nature. 
There at * eed ſome 8 8s and De- 
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ſhip,” founded upon old Acquaintance, 

and long Converſation; congruity of 
Temper-, frequent exchanges of Cour- 

teſy, and the like. There is alſo a 

Love of Gratitude, that is founded up- 

on Benefits received; a Love of Ve- 
neration and Reſpect, which belongs to 

Perſons that differ from others in Worth, 
which ( as Solomon faith ) makes him 

more excellent than his Neighbour,  Laſt-Prov. 12 
ly; there! isa Love of Relation iſſuing ** 

from Conſanguinity, and ſome other 
contingent Reafons- and Engagements. 

But nom the Love of Benevolence; or 

that Good-Will- which: we owe to all 
Mankind in common; the general Ob- 
ligatious to be juſt and kind to all 

Men, and to promote the Good of All 

to the utmoſt of our Power, this is 

more ancient and more unconfined than 

any other Love whatſoever. Gaod-· Mill 
therefore, and Benevolence, being plain- 

ly a Debt, which every Man owes to 

his Fellow- Creature, he that ſhall na- 
rowly confine his Love and Offices of 
Friendſhip to this or that Sect, or Party 

of Men, in contra. diſtinction to others, 

whom he flights, vilifies, and deſpiſes; 

this is notoriouſſy to tranſgreſs the Goſ- 
pel-Lawy, which teacheth us to love even 


F ̃⁵ꝛͥ eZ eo: on, ooo IA Eden Sh tht CARER of 
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very Enemies, to be king to the unthani 
Foul f the Evil; ; and much more to be 
Lanaly affedbioned ons o ary ns with 
2 Love doing nothing by Pantiality, 
This fond and Ar Humour of 
confining” Love to a Party (we find) 
circulated throughout all the Sects of 
Philoſophy even that of the s 
not". excepted, But one would not ex- 
«: pe. ſuch an ill Weed: ſhould ſpring up 
in a ebriſtian Soil, which is made 4 

of univerſalized Love and Charity, the 
diſtinguiſning Character by which all 
Men might know the true Diſciples 
of Chriſt. For this was the very Mark 
that even the Enemies of the Chriſtiang 
could not but admire and wonder at, 
whilſt, it was become ſo proverbially 
true Bebald ho the Celta love 
one another | But then this was before 
the Enemy had fowed Tares - among 
the Wheat, For we find, even in the 
Infancy of the Church, there began to 
ſtart: up ſome conceited Chriſtians, that 
appropriated Wifdom to their on Par- 
ty, and deſpiſed others; and gt. Paul 
tells us, there would ariſe ſuck” 2s 
:Tim 4 3. Vould heap up Teachers to themſelues ; 
aviator and 4 AS 2 Gude expreſles it) har 
tec 1. Men's Perſons in I bs becauſe 
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Chap. VI. to promote Peat, 13 
It is eaſy to obſerve how fatally this 
Temper hath been improved by the 
Enemy of Mankind to the great diſtur- 
bance both of Church and State; in 
ſomuch that one Party ſhall as pre- 
ſumptuouſly pronounce all the terrible 
Anathema st of Excommunication: and 
Damnation againſt another, as if they 
had a plain and immediate Authority fo 
to do from Chriſt and his Apoſtles. But 
this Practice of fending Men quick in- 
o Hell by wholeſale (ever exerciſed by 
thoſe that are up as it is ma- 
nifeſtly contrary to the Genius and 
that Wiſdom from: abubt, fo pure and 
peaceab Fl gentle and eafy to be en- 
treated ; fo alſo I think it may eafily 
be obſerved to be eminently and more 
peculiarly the Practice and Principle of 
the Church of Rome; not to ſay of 
ſome others, that do too unhappily 
bolize with Her. It has been a 
gs time the State Engine of that 
ſerular Church to confine Infallibility 
and Salvation to themſelves, and to 
aaule People with that fulſt but po- 
fuler Argument, of | being moſt ſafe, 
where they are rold:they are moſt fure. 
But Enna 
| | ues 


I 
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The Defizn of the Goſpel Part II. 


Cauſes have been to the Church of 
Chriſt in general, yet this Cheatthath' 
been ſufficiently detected, and wiſe Men 
do eaſily underſtand, that neither long 
Tradition, nor the confident Pretences 
of the many, are any ſure Marks of 
Truth; but are rather obſerved often 
to dwell with Errour. I ſhall only ob- 


ſerve further on this Head, as what is 


to my. preſent Purpoſe, that as this un- 
charitable narrow Principle, of confi- 
ning all Love and Good-Will within 
one Party- Circle, and at the ſame time 


all others that are out of it, as it 


wonderfully affect and diſturb the ge- 


neral Peace of Mankind; ſo it is dia- 
metrically oppoſite to the mild and gem 
tle Spirit of Chriſtianity, and to thoſe 
many Exhortations to mutual Forbear- 
ance and Love, fo frequently to be met 
with in the Goſpel. 16411 ee ee 
Nay, I will venture to add, Tha 
the Obſervation of this narrow Princi- 
ple amongſt many Chriſtians, of en- 
groſſing all the Bleſſings and Favours 


of Heaven to themſelves and their own 


Party, and deſpiſing all others as R. 
probates, hath manifeſtly tended to tlie 
Increaſe of Deiſm and Infidelity, and 

» 8 not 


Chap. VI. tv promote Peace. 117 
not a little hindred the Progreſs of the 
Goſpel amongſt Aliens. For Strangers 
will not be apt to fall in love with that 
Religion which makes no Abatements 
for human Errours and Infirmities, and 
they will hardly be brought to believe © 
there is much Truth on that Side. 1 
where they find ſo much Pride, and 

ſo little Charity and Compaſſion; ' | 


IV. There is one evangelical Caution 
more that I' ſhall mention ( very uſeful 
to prevent Strife, plainly included in 
the many Intimations we meet with) 
Againſt a proud and affected Singulari- 
ty in oppoſing the publick Authority, 
and the innocent Tenets and indifferent 
Cuſtoms of the Times and Places we 
live in. And this Humour is moſt of 
all blameable and fatal to Peace, when 
it proceeds to a Contempt and Diſo- 
bedience to ſpiritual Guides, and eccle- 
fiaſtical Governours- This plainly in- 
volves in it the Breach of many divine 
Commands, frequently preſſed upon us 
in the New Teſtament. As for In- 
ſtance, That we ſhould do all things 1 Cor. 15. 
with Charity; That we ſhould do 'all ji: 
things without Murmurings and Difſen- 14. 
Hons; That we-ſliould, as far as hech lem 1. 
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in ut, live peaceably with: all Men; and 
Heb. 3. above all, that E Chriſtians ſhould 
Abr Lead. Them 2s watching continually. for - their 
| ers or Souls: Good: Beſides theſe, we have 
Guides, or frequent Exhortations to maintain Uni- 
Chris ty and Concord, and to avoid - Schiſms 
Flock. and Diſſentions, which ate all noteri- 
ouſly violated by an | 
larity, and an oppoſition to ſpiritual 
Guides, 2 A Practice 285 —_ 
betrays the very worlt Di 108 


LY 
. 


Spirit of Chriſtianity, proceding from 


Pride, turbulent Animoſity, Self-Con- 
ceit, froward Humour, perverſe Obſti- 
Dacy , from Envy, Avarice, and Ambi- 
tion, even the worſt and moſt factiom 
Fruits of 
and Inconvenieneies whereof are highly 
prejudicial to the Intereſt of Religion 
and the Welfare of the Church of Cod; 
which can never long ſubſiſt with any 
Glory and Honour in the World, ex- 
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*Anefſe ſwi cum Chriſto videbirur,qui adverſus Sacer- 
dotes Chriſti facir ? C. de Un. — 258. And agait; 
Inde Schiſmata & Hzreſes obortz ſunt, & oriuntur: 

dom Epiſcopus qui unus eſt, & Eccleſix pre eſt ſupetba 
quorundam Fræſumptione contemnitur. Op. Ep. 69. 
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chap. VI. ro promote Peace: 41 


cept the Members of it - Pndeauoun to 

keep. the Unity of the Spirit: in the Bond 
of Peate; except they be liłæ minded, 
having the ſame Lous, being af one n. 
cord, of one mind, flanding faſt with 


one Spirit ; except they ana- by the ſama 


Rule, and mind the fare Things; Thas 
there be. 1 Rivifions || amongſt them 3 


and if poſſible, that the multitude of Bea As 4. 22. 


lievers may have one Hears and | one 
Foul, 711 42510 3 #344 ON 50 37 1 36 
But now all theſe peaceable Exhorta- 
tions would be uſeleſs. and vain, if the 
Goſpel gave Men a Liberty to indulge 
every wanton Fancy, every affected Sin- 
gularity in oppoſing ſettled Order and 
Government. For no laſting Agreement 

in any Society can ever be maintained 
without forme uniform publick Acts to 
hinder thaſe feyeral Models, which the 
wanton and wicked Minds of Men, by 
vertue of an unreſtrained Liberty, 
would always be ready to foſter and 
propagate, to the corrupting Men's Minds, 


and infecting their Manners. From 
hence would unavoidably follow all 
thoſe Animoſities and Feuds, all that 
want of Charity and Good-Will, thae 
are but the neceſſary Effects of the want 
of Obedience to Government, and a” 

N K 0 


Wil- 


3 — * ; 
— —— gm —_ —ä — — 


Tic. 1. 11. they would go on without controul, 1 
ſubvert whole Houſes, teaching things 
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willingneſs to yield and ſubmit” to the 


The Defign of the Goſpel a] Patt It; 


Determinations" of Superiours. Were 


poſſibly flouriſh or thrive : Diſſenſion 


Church, and Credit to Religion, to ſee 


it not then that the | Goſpel gives 
ſuch ſeaſonable Exhortations to ſtop the 


Mouths of the malevolent Gainſayers, 


which they ought not fir filthy Luer 
©, n ©: 2. eino Tin 


Whether it be in Church or State, 
if there be no ſettled Order, no eſtz- 
bliſned Method of Government, and eve- 
ry Man might perverſely ſay and do 
what he pleaſed, no good Practice could 


would choak all natural Affection, Con- 
fuſion would obſtruct all regular Pro- 
ceedings; the Conſequence of Anarchy 
would neceſſarily be Emulation and 
Strife, and from thefe all forts of Wick- 
edneſs would quickly follow, even the 


whole Train of that diabolical Wiſdom, 


which teacheth Emulation and Striſt; 
and where theſe are, (OM tells 
us) there is Confuſion, and every evil 
Thing. * 3 UVOW O00 

On the other Side, how goodly a Sight 
may we imagine it is, how beautiful and 
comely a Thing, procuring Honour to the 


its 


Chap. VI. 23:70 promote Peace. 
its Members behaving themſelves with 


Modeſty, Decency, and Submiſſion; to 
ſee every Perſon quietly reſting in his 


Poſt ; to obſerve Superious calmly lend. 


ing, Tnferiours meekly Following, and 


Equals lovingly accompanying each o- 
ther in the common Duties of a Chri- 
ſtian Life, all ſtriving to honour their 


Lord and Maſter by ſubmitting them. Eph. 5. 21. 


ſelves one to another in the Fear of God? 


Bebold' hot good and pleaſant à thing pfl. 139. 
ell together in i. 


it is for Brethren to 
Unity 2, 1980 n BO, 
This yielding Temper in indifferent 
Matters for the good of Society, ought 
not to be interpreted, as if it was a 
Chriftian's Duty always to ſwim along 
with the Stream. Vice, Prophaneneſs, 
and Immonality, are too pfrevalent in 
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the World to admit of ſuch a Suppo- 


ſition; and therefore it becomes too 


often a Chriſtian's Duty to opfoſe tbe 


wicked Practices of Men, and it is his 
Glory therein to be ingular; becauſe a 


being conformed to the World in that 
Senſe, would be a Means to hinder his 


in Holineſs and Purity. 


the Publick, any juſt Obje&ion to the 
* Chri- 


being trantfur med into the Image of God, 


Nor is the Doctrine of Submiſſion to 
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Chriftian Religion, which was ſo con- 
ſtantly charged with Novelty afid Sin- 
gularity by its Enemies and Oppoſers, 


as what was moſt likely to leſſen its 
Repute and Credit in the World. For 


the Apoſtles had plainly the undeniable 


ment againſt them; and therefbre upon 
all Occaſions was managed accordingly ; 


vators and bold Intruders upon 


Authority of God to bear them out ih 
their 1ntroducing a new Religion into 
the World for the real Benefit of Man- 
kind. This is hœwever to our preſent 


Purpoſe to obſerve, That the Odium 
and Scandal of Singularity and Innova- 


tion thrown upon the primitive Chri- 
ſtians by their Enemies, was rightly 
judged to be the moſt popular "Argit 


welt knowing the natural Jealouſy 
Mankind are apt to have. of all Inno- 
ancient 
Laws and Cuſtoms, on 'the account of 
thoſe many Diſturbers which they would 
neceſſarily introduce. And indeed heres 
in doth the Chriſtian Religion it ſelf 
very wiſely concur, to preſerve and 


eſtabliſn that Peace which it came to 
beſtow, and to bleſs the World with- 


This Was mani feſtly the Practice of 
St, Paul, who formed himſelf into all 
71 al;owable 


al. 


Th ww ay 


ments. 
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Chap. VI. to promote Peace. 


| allowable Shapes for the good of his y 


particular Brethren, and the Peace and. 
Edification of the Church in general. 


Unto the Jem. 4 he) I became as 41 Cor. 9. 
Jem, that I migt gainthe Fews. To the * 22: 


weak became: I as weok ; and this I do 
for the Goſpels: ſake. Inſomuch that 
he complied - with many even of the 
Jewiſh Cuſtoms againſt his on private 
Judgment, out of Civility and Defe- 
rence to the Opinion and Practice of 
others, and for the greater Edification 
And this hath been the Practice of 
the beſt and wiſeſt Men in all Ages of 
the Church, not needle/ly to diſguſt thoſe 
whom they have converſed with; but 
rather to fallow, in Matters dubious or 
indifferent, that which ſuited with the 
Times and Cuſtoms of the Age, to a- 
void Singularity, than what they moſt 
approved of in their own retired Judg- 
Such a complying healing Temper as 
this, would quickly eſtabliſh a laſting 
Peace amongſt Chriſtians, and found 
the Church it ſelf upon ſuch a Rock, 
as that all the Force and Batteries of 
our Enemies could not ſo much as 
K 3 St, 
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The Deſgn of the Goſpel Part IT. 
St. Paul introduces a troubleſome con- 
tentious Man diſputing in the Church 
of Corinth about the Habit of Women, 
but he takes him up roundly with this 


x Cor. 117 ſhort but ſeaſonable Anſwer, If any Man 


16. 


Soul; and then it is plain, it is even 


ſeem to be contentious, ue haue no ſuth 


Cuflom, neither the Churches of God. 
I am very well aware that there may 
be Terms of Communion impoſed un- 
reaſonable and ſinful; and that in ſome 
Caſe to obtain Peace, a Man muſt re- 
nounce his Faith, his Reaſon, and his 
Senſes ;, here indeed a Man may purchaſe 
Peace too dear But otherwiſe, pro- 
vided the Subſtance of Religion, and 
the indiſpenſable Duties thereof are in- 
couraged and ſecured, all private Opi- 
nions of leſs Conſequence, if they are 
not ſuppreſſed, yet at leaſt t to 
be offered with great Modeſty and De. 
ference to the Judgment of Superiours, 
and with the tendereſt Regard to the 
Peace both of Church and State. 
Not but that ſtill (as J obſerved ) 
Peace, ſacred and valuable as it is, may 
be bought too dear: For there is a 
Compliance, that cannot be purcha- 
ſed at an eaſier Rate than the loſs of 
a Man's Peace with God and his own 


= 


Chap. VI. to promote Peace. | 
a Chriftian's Duty to reje& that Peace, 

that is inconſiſtent with Piety, when it 
once comes to that. Point, that Peace 
cannot be preſerved, without the Ha- 
zard and Danger of loſing the Eſſen- 


tials and Fundamentals of Religion, 


there Reaſon as well as Religion tel!“ 
us, that we muſt obey God rather 
than Man. e HL, 55 
In ſhort, that is a very falſe: No- 
tion of Peace, that excludes all ſerious 
and rational Enquiries * into the Truths 
of Religion, that makes an Inquiſition 
neceflary to preſerve Peace and Igno- 
rance together; which after all is but 


— as 4 * — — — 


4 i $ nat * 4 ** 


* Ir is a ſtrange Perverſeneſs in ſome Men, chat they 
make ir no leſs than 'a mortal Sin to have any Doubs rho! 
never ſo reaſonable of any the leaſt Dodlrine they have 
been once taught to profeſs. And there is hardly an 
Immorality ſo heinous and provoking, ſo contrary to the 
Honour of God, and ſo deſtruftive ot Salvation, which 
their ſpiritual Guides will not ſooner overpaſs chan ſuc 
a Seruple. Inſomuch that by che expreſs Order of the 
Church { of Rome] tis made 2 Part of Men's ſolemn 
Reception into their Communion, the very Condition of 
being admitted into a State of Proſelytiſm wich them, 
not only to abjure for the preſent all choſe Tenets which 
they are pleaſed to call Heretical, but alſo to imprecate 
upon their Heads all the Miſeries of eternal Torments 
if ever they ſuffer themſelves BY ANY OCCASION OR 
ARGUMENTS WHATSOEVER te be hereafter better 


ioftrufted, A. Bp. Vake i Serm. page 119. 


/ 


126 


IZ1———;ĩ—B¹—¹ — —-—⅜ —— . ⏑—⏑—«⁰ ie 
——— 
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a very partial Remedy to preſerve that 
miſtaken Peace; for it could not hin- 
der the glorious Reformation, which, 
without doubt, in the Romaniſts Opi- 
nion, was thought a moſt terrible Breach 
of the Peace of the Church: And yet 
that Breach, that ' Reformation hath 
been already, and can be ſtill - juſtifi- 
ed and defended, by ſubſtantial Argu- 
ments taken from Religion as well as 
Reaſon, from the Laws of God and 


the Laws of Nature too. The End 


and Deſign of our [bleſſed Lord's co- 
ming into the World was to ſettle a 


pure and peaceable Religion upon the 
Strength of its own inward Truth and 
Goodneſs, without the help of ſecular 
Power, or mixture of worldly Intereſt, 
ſtanding upon its own unaſſiſted Evi- 
dence; which makes it — plain, 

upport · 


that divine Truths are not to be 
ed by Votes, but by Reaſon, by calm 
Arguments, and by à liberty of ſearch; 

ing the Scriptures, * Jer 2 


„ * 


* The Peace and Unity of the Church ( ſaich the leagn: 
ed Dr. Clarke ) can be ſecured but two Ways z either 
that of Charity, and allowing learned Men a Liberty 
examining Things, which is che Proteſtant and Chriſtian 
Method Or by introducing with Force an univerſal Igno: 
ſ4nce, which is the Method of Popery, Dr, Cl. printed Let, 
Tn te | EO ae, / al ts . Is 
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Chap. VI. io promote Peace. 

On this firm Baſis, and ſecure Foun- 
dation, ſtands the Proteftan: Cauſe, and 
on that Foot it will always ſtand ſe- 
cure in the Opinion of all wiſe” and 
ſerious J nding the po- 


udges 5 notwithſta | 
pular but miſtaken ' Brand of Novelty 
charged upon us: Indeed if Symmuc hus 8 
Reaſon of 
be good, in contra- diſtinction to others, 


then” he argued right; Pagans and Fews 
ought to have kept to their old Way 


ing their Fore-Fathers, 


of Worſhip. But both Chriſtianity and 


the Reformation ate ſecure” from the 
Odium of ſuch weak 'Arguings; we only 
follow thoſe that followed Chriſt, an 
infallible Guide, and leave nothing but 


Corruptions and Innovations. 


And this, tho it highly becomes us 


to an at all man and 1 in all Placer; * 


2 
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+ Sequimur majores noftros, qui.  felicizr ſeemti fan 


ſuos. Sym. Ep. 1. 10. 


* Quid facies ? hes ne potius an ration em ſe- 
? — S rarionem mavis, Fiſcedere te neceſſe eſt 
Inſtitutis & authoritate majorum. Quoniam id ſolum 
nit ft quod Ratio præſcribit; ſin autem pietas majo- 
i finder 3 fater is igirur & ſtultos illos eſſe, qui 
cogirarls contra Rarionem religionibus ſerriunt; & to 
5 i id colas quod falſum eſſe convinceris. 
Lat. de Ex. Lo — Ch. — 


Arnobius 
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128 The Dejgn of che Goſpe! Part Il 
yet ſtill the Goſpel Rule of avaiding 
all affected Singularities, and 'unneceſ. 
ſar/ Oppoſitions to the Publick for 
Peace- ſake, holds good, from thoſe ſe- 
veral Motives and Reaſons befpre: men- 
tioned, which do not in the leaſt! inter- 
fere with thoſe ſubſtantial Grounds 
and Reaſons, upon which Chriſtianity 
and the Reformation are founded. 
Thus I have pointed out ſome, a. 
mongſt many others that might have 
been mentioned, of the moſt remark. 
able evangelical Caution, and Prohibi- 
tions, in order to prevent even the 
firſt Beginnings of Strife and Quar- 
rel. And it may be obſerved I have 
choſe to inſtance in fuch Caſes as ate 
moſt out of the Reach of human Laws, 

and yet at the ſame time are ſuch un- 
happy Evils, as to have experimentally 
proved the original Cauſes of many fa- 
tal Miſchiefs and Diſſenſions, both in 
Church and State. CH Af 


n * 


Arnobius ſpeaks very emphatically te this Purpoſe, Itaq; 
cum nobis jntenditis Averſidnem à religione priorum, 
Cauſam con venit ut inſpiciatis non fa&um, nec quid 
reliquerimus opponere, ſed ſecuti quid ſimus potiſſimim 
contueti. Nam fi mutare acer culpa eſt ulla vel 
Crimen & a veteribus Inſtitutis in alias res novas volun- 
tateſque migrare, Criminatio iſta & vos ſpectat, qui to- 
ties vitam conſuetud inemq; muraſtis ;. qui in mores 4. 
'Hos atq; alios ritus Priorum condemnatione tranfiſtiy. 
C. Gent, L. 2. 1 Ls 2 
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Ne JAVING, in the pre- 

ne EXE ceding Chapter ſhewn 2 
*. xy what wiſe and ſeaſona- 

Ve ble Cautions the Gof- 

re p pel gives againſt thoſe I 
75, things, which are the 
n- l chief Cauſes of Con- 

ly tention, I come now, according to my 9 
a- Method laid down, to ſhew how the = | 
in Chriſtian Religion doth otherwiſe con- . 
P. trive and promote an univerſal Peace. | 
* Secondly, By recommending ſome ſuch | | 
4G endearing Qualities, and excellent Diſ- | 
10 poſitions, as will demonſtrate a | 2m 

dm Will to all Men, and will enforce 


ry a peaceable Inclination back again, - 

to- ven from the moſt barbarous and fa- 6 
1 vage Natures, | OR 
1 ie I. As A 


— — —— — — 


92 
. 


130 The Deſign of the Goſpel Part 11. 


lian Rel. 


1 . | a. 
nner 


ane dee ble On verlation. N 

It is certain nothing hath ordinari- 
ly more tended to prejudice Men's 
Minds againſt the Service' of God, and 
the undertaking a religious Courſe of 
Life,, than the unhappy Miſrepreſen- 
tations of Religiop, and the diſcouraging 
Behaviour of ſome of its Profeſſours: 
As if by performing our Duty to God, 
and acting uprightiy and honeſt! 5 86 
if becauſe we were obliged to keep 
Conſcience void of Offence tomardi God 


and towards Man, we were therefore to 
bid adieu to all innocent Mirth and good 
Humour. But yet ſuch is the falle 
View that many have taken of Retl- 
gion, that they make it rather 2 ty- 
rannical Invader of the eſſential Liber - 
ties and Properties of human Nature, 
than any real Delight and Satisfaction 
to the Sonl ; making it a -Goſpel- 
Duty to be ſullen, melancholy and 
ſour, and to avoid every thing that ſa- 
vours of pleaſant Humour, and chearful 
Converſation. | Where- 


— ep ern————_—_— 
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Chap. VII. Ta promote Peace. . 


within himſelf a Mnever-failing Source 
„ſuch as is found- 


of true and ſteady Foy, ſuc 
ed in the Reaſon of Things, and laſting 
25 that immortal Spirit herein it dwells, 
duch indeed is the Goodneſs of Cur lo- 
ving God, that dle makes our Delight 
and Pleaſure to become our Duty. For 
what is the Practice of each divine 
Command, but 4 Foundation laid for 
true Joy, and featleſs Security in God's 
Promiſes ? "What are the natural Iſlues 
of a Chriſtian : Li fe, — but the Fr uits- .of 
me divine Spirit, Which St; Paul rells 
us are Love, Bll 
Satisfaction granted to the Obſervers of 


God's Commands, what is it but Light egy, 9. 


11. 


» the Rigbtecus, and Gladne ſi 
for the uprigbt in Heart ? And truly, 
were we to examine all the Doctrines, 
Precepts and Promiſes” of the Chriſtian 
Religion, we ſhould- find them. all full 
and abounding with great Matter of 
Joy, and affording ſtrong Reaſons 
for St. Paul's enjoyning it as a Du- 
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Joy, and Frate And the gui. 5, 22: 


3 


ty upoh Chriſtians, 20 rejchce ver-, rhef. 5. 
Fn . F 1 + +7 16. 
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Iſa. 57. 
20, 21, 


Minds may not become tri 


Religion, tis true, hath wiſely con- 
trived to bound our Mirth and Joy 
with the neceſſary, Precepts of a ſeaſon- 
able Sobriety and Gravity; that our 
tory, and vain ; but there is nothing 
to be found in the Word of God, that 
ſnould make People think it a Duty to 
be melancholy and ſour, ill humour 
or moroſe. Black Thoughts, and trou- 
bleſome Paſſions, ought not to lodge in 
a Chriſtian's Breaſt; no Frowns or Clouds 
ſhould ſit on his Face, upon whom 
God himſelf thinks fit to ſmile. A 
wicked Man indeed hath reaſon to 
hang down his Head, and to go mourn- 
ing all the Day long. For what has he 
to do with Peace or Joy, who hath the 


Wrath of God continually abiding on 
him? How can Satisfaction dwell with 


him, who ic like the troubled Sea, when 
it cannot reft, whoſe Waters caſt up Mire 
and Dirt © There is no Peace, ſaith 
my God, to the Wicked. But with the 
holy upright Chriſtian it is not fo ; for 
he hath a ſerene Heart and a lightſome 
Countenance, - becaufe he is at. Peact 
with his God and himſelf ; or if at any 


time it happens otherwiſe, that is oh- 


ing to his Conſtitution, not his Charafer. 
Sullen 


\ 


Chap. VII. 0 Promire Pease: 133 
Sullen Locks, and frowird Beltavi- 

our, are no Part of a good Mati's Cha- | - mn 
racter; they are rather a Wrong and = 
Blemiſh' to his Proſeſſion; and char "A 
Man ſeems to forget that he is a Chri- 

ſtian, and hath preſerved his Innocence, 

that cannot behave himſelf in Conver- 

ſation with a 7 per and chearful „ 
Tempet ef Mine. * 
- In ſhort, there is porking Fel ging 
to a Chriſtian, from whence' Moroſenefs 
or I- HFumous dean poſſibly be ſuppoled 
to ſpring, + Fox God, as he is the Foun- 8 
tain of Happineſs, ſo he is a good 

Man's ecesu So alſo the Law pn 43 

of God, by *wh ith he governs his Life, 

That rejoycerh the Heart, and is ſiseter 
than Honey and t be Honey Comb. And 
being aſſured that he hath made a wiſe f 3 
Choice, He - muſt have Peace within _—_ 
hittiſelf : For (as Solomon faith ) The | 1 
Ways of Wisdom are Mayr of Plea-Prov. 3. 
ſanineſs, and all ber Paths are” Peace. 
So that no Sorrow can naturally be 
"oy from ' theſe- Things, that are 
E y the Chriſtian's Inventory | 

t Sin and Folly, Intemperance * 5 
Exceſs, Hell and N Thiogs 
that a Chriſtian has nothing to do with, | 
theſe and theſe alone, are the — 
>< 
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134 The Defign. of the Goſpel Part Il. 
of melancholy Thoughts and xeſtleſs 
Fears, 5 are directly oppoſed 19 
that innocent Gaiety and pleaſa nt Tem 
PT. of Mind, diſcoyeraþle in the Life 
>: nd Converſation of . a good hits 

or 

This is that xte that 1 E 

of. Soul, or rat her that natural Conlſe- 
i quence of innocent Joy, which St. Paul 
tells us, is one' of the Fruits of the. pleſ- 

ſed. Spirit of God, ſo explicitly promi: 

ed and afforded under the. New Meſta- 

ment. And certainly that Diſpoſition 

of Mind, that is unaffectedly grave, uni: 
form, and pleaſant, that ſtands at equal 
diſtance from Moroſeneſs and Levity, 

as it is highly becoming a- Chriſtian, 

and has all the M — of Reſpecł; 

ſo it remarkably ſwectens the Comforts 

of Society, and gives thoſe two endears 

ing. Bleſſings. to Converſation, Beauty 

and Ar Thus that Exhortation of 

col 4. 2. St. Paul is underſtood by ſome. La 

| « your Speech be always with Grace. ; 
that is, pleaſant and chearful; apreeable 

col. 3-16. to that other, Singing with Grace, cheat- 
fully and piouſiy. So , when the Apo- 

Eph. 4. 29. fle again advi Gs, Let no corru 12 — 


munication proceed out of 5 
but that which is good o the uſe 55 wh 
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0 fie, that it g00p; ah arc nts, 

6 Hearer, he warps J Fang 3 

„ | four Weder Language, aud ati: 

0 2 Fans e is plea⸗ 

. | | 

to 

ul 

5 

I 

- 1 10 the, 12 7 

ly ele, e nnn 

i Savicurs „Time, ,w To 'on 

5 was ſo ſupercilious, | an Ch F 15 To 

L [ot and 1 55 * our, bleſſed 

3 Free f be, w / 

4 mark r out ances, 

f dea be ; as being, bc pre 

'; ble an danger a. 52 ! a0 24 5 ; "Ny 

; Fox 2peeviſh, gloomy, moroſe Ten 
per, is what 12 Men | 

6 of, and. win 
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2 that is diſcreetly Hercerly pleafirit and 
earful, his Heart may be, ar it 10 


ſeen in his Face, 41 Me h will dh 
apen cheartul Diſpoſition: as* this: 
8 Al the A a of aan hüfte 
alte Kere "this Ho ill 
e III All "Fo Marks of 
19 ſeck zn 1 N 25 9 
Mat), who ſours 


= with Him ad a Fried. 

Hh bel of the 10 
2 and nne but wicked Ven in- 
8 


"the whole, I think it y ea 
ar — has been aid, 


lerer e Chriſtian 
"hr 491 2 of that chear- 
ful /r vf IE which it als and 
ende or tho, as J have obſer- 
ved, all ſincere Chriftiatis have not that 
I Gaiery of Temper, and rannt 


always 


i 7.” "Ge ** e 
8 4 
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always conquer their Conſtitution; 
_— ligioß they embrace doth FR 
— 457% them to it, by reſtoring 
them to the Grace and Favour! of Gd 
and chereby layi ng Foundation” ef by. 
ward Peace, whieh- catiriot Fil to diſess 
ver it ſelf Happily i Converſation b 
mutual! Endestiwents of Affection unk 5 
Love. Accerdingiy in the frſt Ages ef P 
Chriſtiatity, hen *thers wers mere 
real than nominal Proſeſſors, to 5 
* carried in the Notion of it 
every ching that was holy. 2nd good, 
prudent and mild, chez and honeſt: 
m ſhort Hay thing” that! made a Man 
1ocoprable to God or Man, according 
ps — porn fer wy Confels 
5, Nil ni f ſuader F 
* Le; e 1 riſtiavity" pe | 
was q of nothing but Tr e 38 
cence, in-heartedneſs and Mildneſs. £1 
by leads in dle et 
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II. Aubter 4 goalie 8 which 3 
the Goſpel recommendg to Chriftians in © © © 
order to and that is, courteous Be- 
beviour- Thus every way kind and be- 
neyolent is out holy Religion, ind its 
Widom 'eminently conſpicuous, not 
L 2 only 
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only in mafing Men holy, and obedi- 
ett; but alſo in giving ſuch Rules - as 
may; make their external Demeanour 
with reſpect to civil Society, ta be not 
only exempt frem any Offence or Blame, 
but chat it be likewiſe, comely, commen. 

a<vo/ue- able. and: , ,.. Thus: St. Pa 
Rom. r, Adviſeth u by dan emphatical Expreſ- 
17. ion, to provide things: baneſt 3 ſo we 
tranſlate the Words ; ihut they mote 
properly ſignifnos ſedulous; and indu- 
ſtrious Care in our external Behaviour, 
that it he fair und hand ſome ; that we 
take care 6 do, not only; things inno- 
cent and ineffenſive, but what is-plea- 
fant and acceprable to thoſe with whom 
We con erſe, ;anſwe able to that other 

| parallel: Precept in the, next Chapter, 
dvs zvn 10 walk not only : boneftly, as we - ttan- 
Rem. 13. {late it, hut alſo ( as thę Word imports) 
13 hand ſomy and decentiy, as the moſt 
Phil. 2. likely Way to he exempted ſrom Blame 
15. or Offence, even in the midſt of a crooł · 
ed and perverſe People. To the ſame 
Purpoſe are thoſe other Exhortations of 

Phil. 4 8. St. Paul, Whatſoever things are venera- 
overt ble, whatſoever things are lovely, what- 
ſoever things are of. good report. — if 

there be any Fraiſe, think on theſe things« 

In which Advice alſo St. Peter joys; 

ina — 2 9 adviſing 
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Ar e N 4 


and mutual Benevolence. Men 
rally value Reſpect above 1 ie 
tereſts'; and tho oy 
upon it as' a juſt 
it 25 mighty Oblipatien * ir is 


— 


adviſing Chriſtians to have their Cons 5 
verſation * handſome and courteous; 2 van d- 
mong the Gentilet. 80 far: indeed! the in 
Exhortation extends, that Chriſtians 
ſhould behave themſelves with Civility: 

and Courteſy, not only to one-another; 

or to ſomes Men, to whom they 


pay a particular Regard, either out of 


Fear or Deſign; but they are t0'!exer+ | 
eile it before all Men univerſally,"even Rom. 12. 
before the meaneſt and moſt; inconſide- 
rable Perſon whatſoe ver. 80 when dive 
are adviſed in general Terais 20 Boncuf Al. 
Men, that intimates that e fhould gie 
every Man his due Reſpe& according to 
his Worth, and anſwerable to the De- 
gree and Place he is in, Hedce it is 
laid of Charity. thas ſb: Joth not behave in a 


her ſelf .unſeemly, or ' conternptuo 11 Cor. Iz. 
but 2 Reſpect and Civility, N * 


This courteous Behaviour is à ma- 
nifeſt Indication of -Will in them 
that uſe it, and doth "as plainly inereaſe 
the ſame in thoſe to whom it is ſhewn ; 
and from thence naturally follow Peace | 
gene- 


tt bg ern 


L 3 punctu- 
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puudtually paid. Gandour and Benig. 
(BK * Affability and Courteſy, are all 
NS -| "thi Effects of Love and univerſal Cha- 
rity, the re table Badge of true Chri- 
ſtianity. And as ſuch Good-Will is the 
moſt lovely and amiable thing in the 
| W fo it never appears more beau - 
tiful, than whey it is attended with 
ſweetneſs of Addreſs, and an vunaffed- 
ed Behaviour. Indeed ſo powerful | is 2 
-* coutteous and plauſible Addreſs, that tho 
it be only counterfeite tor By. Ends and 
ſiniſter Deſigus, 48 we find "ie wus in 
2 Sam. 15. ,um ; . it plainly had. its de- 
| figned Effect, it fole away the Hearts 
ol the People to; lov e ànd commend 
him. How much: more Ogg and 
- amiable miſt this Practiee be Lol 
=, accompany'd-. with Sincetity, \ without 
the Paint and Vatniſh of Hypoctiſy and 
Diſſimulat ion: 
1 muſt confeſa, Vaerterity of Deport- 
ment, ahd. a pleaſin ” 2 of 
Geſtures, Looks, Speech, have in 
their own: Nature no great Horch in 
them ; yet becauſe, they ate Helps to 
Fee and Order, and add mwoly to the 
Pleaſure: of human Society, they are 
eommended by the wiſeſt Moralaſts bott 
mn nog 4 ee and have ob- 


tained 


I 


-. 
Q. 
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tained. à Place in the Rank of leſſen 


— 
— 2 — — - oC — 4. - 2822 „* 


Morals; kgs and diſtinguiſhed by tlie 
Names, of Comicy, Lrbanity, —— 
and Carte). Contraries Were 


alſo eſteemed. Viees,: and know n-by the 
 odious Names of Rudeneſe, Aale. 
| Coneſt, and Diſdain. Df 
This however is to om ann — 
pole; that all Men are naturally in or or 
a rugged; -: reſerved; and. ſour Niſpolin 
tion ; and indeed it affrighus and drives 
Men from all Freedom of Canverſa- 
tion. Such, we read, was the Chur- 
. of Wabal, that he railed i all 1 S. 2. 
ed him and addreſſed him; w | 
_ e Charadter that: he got from. that 
— was, That: he wat ſucb n 
Son of Belial, that 4 Man end nat yer. 17. 
ſpeak: to lim Such unaccoſt alis Sour 
neſs doth in a ſort give a Nane Patt 
of Nebuchadnezzear's — be ſepa 
rated and driven from Men, nd to 8 K 
forced to converſt with ſavage 
tures like himſelf, even with Ae lc. 
of the Field. For what can we imagine 1 
mone inſuſſerable aud adios to Society, 755 
than a proudiLook and. big S,᷑% - Pl. 10 
Or what more inviting; than 2 modeeſt, 7 
inoffedſiwe, and i affable; Deaeangur > 
Res bis hath. f hum to m- 


L 4 mend 
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mend it ſelf to human Regard; 4nd to 


allute even the moſt dae, bist 
ons to a geaceable) Converla on. 
would not however be ſa far miſts 
kin, /as if I went about to encourage 
an feed Fawning or flatteritig Com- 
8 theſe indeed are often miſ- 
taken for true Civility and good Breed- 
ing but are in truth nothing but diſ. 
guiled Hypocriſy. A Man — at this 
| rate often buy his Friendſhip too dear, 
even with the loſs of Sincerity. And 
| 


de chat takes this Courſe to oblige, 
muſt renounce his Eaſe, his Under- 
; Ntanding, and keep himſelf: under ſuch 
Cir Penance: that (as a great Man 
2 a leſs meaſure. of Sell. 
denial will ferve to make a Man a 
good Chriſtian, than ſuch" à Courtier. 
For though tlie Goſpel recommends to 
us Courteſy and Affability, (as "Thave 
nom ſhewn) yet it will not ſuffer us to 
-flatter or humour Mien in an * that 
1 abſurd, fooliſh, Sor finful. In 
Cuſes it command us rather . 5 — un- 
civil than ungodly, becauſe there can be 
101 wh no ſhadow of on "whywe houkd 
©  taſpleaſe God to pleaſæ Men. 
A wiſe and? Man thancfoo@ will 
- eafily underſtand the Woo Mean bet ixt 
bas: F > Fiore 2. 


41 
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ur gent "and meg, which "Mean 
gn 9 -ompplianice wih 
the Humour and Faſhion of others in 


things plainly confiſtent with Duty and 


Diſcretion; which is the Courteſy here 
recommended, ſo endearing and accep- 
| table to Society, and ſo productive of 
I cannot well "omit mentioning here 
| the Story of the  Syrophenician Woman Mar. rs; 
| in the Goſpel, becauſe the Circumſtan- Mark 7. 
„ ces of it ſeem to make our bleſſed Lord 
himſelf of a 'rugged and moroſe Tem- 
6 per, as if he had laid aſide all manner 
| of Sweetneſs and Human nity, * intra 
to the true Spirit of his Religion. For 
| 


here lie ſeem'd fully reſolvd to brow- 

beat and contemn ari humble Suppli- 
; cant, that lay at his Feet for Mercy 
) in behalf of her Daughter. Cliriſt was 
o far from regarding her Petition; that 
) he would not vouchſafe her a Word, 
x or a kind Look. If any Behaviour 
: could have diſcouragd an humble Peti- 
e 
| 


tioner, this had been enougi. Upon 
her repeated Importunity, He at lengeb 
gives her an Anſwer worſe than Si- 
lence; and ſpeaks to her in Language 
ſeveis and biting, 1 my not ( faith 
8 Ne ) Lake the Childrens Bread and caft 
f * fl FR ns 1 | ; . it 


> 
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it unto Dogs. Thou art a Stranger and 
deere f ae, bn che fre 
e ae 18 ersfore th 
cd. ſhould. 172 1 1125 1 
was unkind roug —— 
ſuch as the Jews, themſelves uſed to 
give to Strangers. But yet it is plaiy 
that all this was but to prepare her for 


the exemplary Charity he deſigned her. 


For the — ſnews he did not d0 f 


ta diſhearten her, or to be rid of her; 


755 


bo to give her an Opportuai of iow 
ag the — of her Faith, and t. 
to reprove the ill-natut d Jem. 
— their narrow. Souls, and — 
2 to Strangers. pe be 

a witty, R in — 
bie war: Ts Lonk, Cop 
pet the Dogs ar the Crumbs thet 
their Meaſter's Table, Be it 
ſo that I am a Dog, I require no mar 


chan is their due; the ſmalleſt of thy 


Favours will ſerve my Turn. Wub 
which hdicious —— joyned to ſuch 
a ſweet and benign 7 Chriſt was 
ſo taken and 2. that he poo 
ly cries out, O Women ! greg is: 
Faiths, be it unto thee even as thou wi 
* Del lade to walter ö 


ul. i 
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ill in the hind and lit Place ns- 


ther endearing n N Ae . and 
recommended by the hs” Reli- 
gion, to promote Peace; ; Which is a 
Catbolick unhoimdrd Charity, and an uni- 
verſal Good. ill. As bad as the World 
is, and hath abways been, there is no 
one Vioe that has been blacker'd with 
more peculiar-- Epi of Infamy, 
than a narrommaſt of Soul, which im- 
plies a vicious Self. Love in the worſt 
Senſe; that makes Self and Party its 
Center, and its Circamference too. 
When ſuch a Temper as this rents, aim. 3? 
St. Paul makes it à ſure Indication of! 
32 Tunes, for then _ A -4 


Men foall b» lovers of the 
Met rota 


indeed it is natural * al 
but) lovere of themſelves, in oppoſttion 
to the publick Good, and Intereſt of | 
Mankind. | e 
- Pride, Ambition c 8 Coveroulineſs, 
1 have Already ſhown are the great Ene- 
mies to the Peace and Profj of 
any Government, and then it cannot 
de difficult to imagine} that à vicious 
Self love, (which id the imßbure Foun- 
tain, from whence all! cheſe corrupt 
ee do flow is very 3 to 
uman 


Sr 


8 


e 


10 
- * 5 
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human Societies too. For it is eaſy to 
obſerve, that when Parties and Factions 
divide a State, the greateſt Dangers are 
ſo far from healing them, that they take 
Advantage of the publick Fears to baf. 
fle their Adverſaries, tho they manifeſt- 
ly. hazard the Ruin of their Country 
thereby. And what are all ſuch Party: 
Factions, but a Combination of - 
lovers in the - worſt Senſe, who make 
their -own Party the'\Wbole,: and will 
not be perſuaded to drop or ſacrifice pri: 
vate Intereſts, Humours, and Reſent- 
ments; no not to ſave a Nation from 
„Nin d ne ene 6 71517 nei 
I This unſociable Temper, this narrow- 
ne ſe of Soul is what the braveſt Hes. 
thens had in the greateſt Abhorrence; 
and till Chriſtianity and the true Spirit 


af the Goſpel comè ſo far to prevail . 


mongſt us, as to open our Hearts, and 
to enlarge our Love and Charity, we 
muſt not expect to ſee very happy and 
peaceable Days. Nominal Profeſlours 
may pretend to what they pleaſe; but 
except this Chriſtian Spirit of uni ver- 
ſal Love and Charity, diſcover it felf 
in their Lives and Conbverſations, their 
Religion is little better than Hypocriſy ; 
and if they continue to bite, to b ; 
1 an 


14. 


| 
| 
| 


and eee — de- 
ſert and diſgrace that hondurable Name, 
by which Mey are called. For ( Faith 
riſt himſelf) Zy thi: fhall' 4 Men 4 1% 
/ Diſciples; 35. 
—— 10 e — 
Soul is by no means the Spirit of 4 
Chriſtian, uhoſe diſtinguiſſing Chatac 
ter is Love z but rather of a> %, 
vho by realbn of his confined ſelfiſh = . 
Temper, could never gain the Reſpect 
and ———— _ 5 
were vain and 
a — arrogant, fo 2 . 
and ſour, tllat they were hardly good, 
or kind, or juſt 10 any but hennſelves 
= their own ' S##5//accordingly they 
vere as generally hank and Lecpie 
for thoſe odious:i Characters, that were 
as ' tocommory Senle, 28 to — 
e on Mankind, 
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1 Cor. 12. whether one Member ſuffer, all the Mem- 
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_ Indeed it is plain, whatſoever \Notis 
ry one is apt to ſhew an; Abhortente of 

_ -» - a ſelfiſh Mind; but they it in 23 pradi 

_ - cally true, hat the beſt of ſame Men 

Charity 1s Self-Love, and the Extent oſ 
their Kindneſs: is bounded within \ the 
Limits of theit own: Faction. But tri 
Prudence, and chriſtian Politicks, teach 
us to enlarge; the Objest of Benew⸗ 
lence, that Love may circulate, aud 20 
turn ta ourſelves in Peace and Gobds 
Will. That heavenly Wiſdom, ſo can 
ſtians to ſueh an unbounded -Chatity 
as ſcelath not her amn z bm 1. Lind 
loving, * — 2 
commenas the in t 
Politick, as there 2 Body Naty: 
ral, and for the very ſame: Ræaſons too; 
becauſe, che there be many Members 
in both, yet in a complex Notion ry 
make but one united Body. And 


bers ſuffer with it, or one Member be 
 bonoured, all the Members #+joyce with 
it ; it is for that Reaſon, becauſe we? 
are all one Body in Chriſt ;' and it is as 
unnatural that there ſhould be a Schiſin 
in that Body, as it would be for the 
Hands, 


= n rm 1 n r 


ASA. S. S S 


Chap: Vn. te prmite* Nac 


Hatids;-and Head, and Feet in ib Bo- 
dy natural, to nut iny and -oppoſe exc 
other; it being plain to Dole and 
Keaſon, that in both Caſes all ke Man- Janes 3. 
ter ſhould baus the fame Cure vie tr” | 
mother, and that wit ue Partiality. 
Thus are we taught tö pur: 
ſue an dftiverſi Peter and & ad- Will, 
aud td extend oüt Charity” to Men of 
all Degrees, — * and low, rich and 
be etl f + 0, te tons, 
e yard, t — 
meg the. fiexce” an 15 
To all f . and unwiſe, 
learned a iliterats, virtuous and' 1 
cous 3 TO ll Opinions and Jul gent 
Tonhödox _ heretical; panty See Gal; 
15 f So thit unleſs "Find a. 
veſted ” bak wes 255 Ez 
im to 
e What ſuch a 


ta 


* 


ire 
our Berievoler 
divine chiriſtian Seer as this prevails 


in any Man, it muſt needs command 
the Love and Friendſhip, as well as 
Admiration of others: * Men will va- 
he fuch an one, 755 eſteem biw of 
more worth than ten Thouſand othe 
of little narrom Souls, that ate 5805 
kind or good, but in order to a 
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and Phyloſophers. = a chearful Tem- 


Chap. VIII. t promureFeibel' 11 
tators ] F * HIH the $8: good , AA 
even the ; Xs Fountain of Good: e 
neſs, whio is univerſalized Love it ſelffs -- 
that is kind to the Untbankfil and the hab: 
Evil, and "ſendetb-rhe* Ruin vn the Fuft 1. dre. 
and Unuft, ' © 4 U % Ha: tbiry £74.02 able to ; 
- Friendſkip' therefore being the moſt rh. 5: 1. 
uſeful and deſireable Thing in the 
World, that Chriſtian is the happieſt 
who is endowed” with ſuch a large and 
unbounded Good-Will, as canndt fail 
to proeure it from All, who!are not di- 
veſted of Humanity, or that: have but 
2 Spark of this celeſtial Fire remain- 
ing in them. And as true Friendſhip 
is the Life of Society, ſo it is the 
procuring Cauſe of a laſting Peace, 
founded ( as it ought to be) upon the 
Principle of univerſal Benevolence, which 
is the very Filtre of Souls, aud 2gree- 
ably touches every thing that is capable 
ee, eienr ei 
| Ilm nine Anne 
If then theſe excellent Diſpoſitions 
and endearing Qualities 1 have now 
been deſcribing, might be ſuppoſed to 
in upon and eſs the Hearts of 
riſtians, how happy a State of Things 
might we expect to ſee and experience? 
Even little leſs than a Society of Saints 


per, 
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per, couteous.:Behaviour; and an uni. 
verial Loue and Charity, joy ned with 
Furity aud Truth; might put prevail 
-amotgſt Mew pine — ſoon ſec-the 

iniings tnore peaceable 
8 which all good 2 — 
long for, and which both T Seripture 
and Reaſon, ab well as Antiquity, * 
loudiy protlaim will ſame; Time or o 
ther come, to vindicate the; Juſtice and 
— W Fer God. In the dare 

me, I. ſhall only add one 
more to enforce_my preſent Argume 
„ peiilliar, Wiſdom ond. Ea of 


Chriftian- en in MOEN; 45 
Wee Peace o 811. . 2 et 


ww £4 6 


111141 6 i020 J 


. 


* 
FREE: 


T4 £. $9 4.7 


be os. Si do 023 -2 + H 26 1 0 "114701 


8 "NM: Mie \en. ds A. 5 44 
3. 29. 4˙ Chap. * I, J re. 125 


* Sec Aar Iran. wt 4 uh Prigeni 
"ally e who concludes his large ws 


# 66 
*. ze 


on that Subj with theſe ws "ee i 
' ſandvroryh quam Chriſtians D 
ram nyſiza, yt, O »1nckins 5 
* 1 $ EN OK þ * 5 * oy 
OJ 100 20 J. [if 270 2 1 9 
$75.4 it 5} 7 ban fonts ties 
* : 5 of 
5 10 91212 {1 VO 0 0 
5 T5922 Bs 2. 01 Dq D iim 
£ a 
Hundt 10. 0 { 1 
* * "4 ', 
14185445 


SF F Er & 


SAE 


— * 7 1 
E28 


* 
— 


* 
>” 
+ 


— - = W 


Chap. VI. ro penote Peace: . 


"Y 
841 45101 * 18 7 * 57 218 ; "I 4 FP 
6 « 191 45 & 7X. 4 & &&” Sos A 
, 214 (3 lu H " > 4 A e 


5} 77 ö be 5 


13 | 

wh = of | 

7 5 
eee : 
emacs . 


5 


2 


5 y poin- 
explaine 


ted out, atid 


meet with: in che Goſa 
= | as Cautions to a- 
a o inſtanced in Tome 
Gale end to us 


* — * the Loye and Friend- 
ſhip of 'othiets ; I come now in the Laſt 
Place to we one or two fiaticral' 


tives to att univerfat Peace and Bene ol 
lence, whereby all the foregoing Argu- 
ments to that purpoſe are ſtrongly and 


wiſely enforced; The holy Scriphire is 
an ingxhauſtible Ma 


agazine of Arguments 
to 


3 


come of the thoft raniurk- 
2 s Which we | 


1% * The Deſign of tb Cöſpel I Bart ll. 
to this Purpoſe, and we might fetch from 
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ſhall: chooſe to, inſtance only; ig, | 


, 


verful brevait'r 
on true Self. done and tlie e. 
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live peaceably from the Relation ye 
all bear to one another as Brethren, 
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thought [that God was "therefire called 
the ather of all Things, Becauſe he 
is the original Cauſe of aal, and made 
all Things. out of nothing. A Senſe 
which St. Paul ſcems to allow of. Tur Cor. 2. 
us there. 7 But one God the Father, of © 
whom are all things. And that Pat- 
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and Men are there to one ano. See 
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vours to: real by introducing Envy, win gl 
Strife, and Confuſion, he may be pro- corpor 
perly ſaid to: renounce his Parentage, 
for that which is ſenſual” and dialo- 
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ration it is; that we met "with ſuch 
frequent Exhortations in the New Te- 
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KY All. "hes; Exkortations. are plainly 
br Founded upon the Relation we bear to 

one another, and to the God of Love, 

of Order and Peace. So that let Men's 
Practice or Pretenſions be what they 

will, no perſonal Demerit, no Vice, 

no interfering Intereſt, no F ault, no 

|, erroneous Opinion can diſſolve the Bond 


ol relative Love, 4 and mutual Bene- 
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It is dener very remarkable, when — 
St. Peter exlorts us to love'as Brethren, 1 Pet. 30 
he adds two other Exhortitions as the 
Effect and Conſequence of true bro- 
therl7 Love; Be pitiful; be 'courteous. 
And "this ought to de the rather taken 
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plainly to work ngly in the beſt ) 
{0 we may very well conclude,” they 
were planted there by the Aufhor of 
our Beings, to be Monitours of our 
Duty, and Spurs to Acts of Beneficence. 
As to the firſt of theſe, Pity or Cm. 
miſcrarion; it ſeems to be moſt as 
deeply rooted in our Natures as Self. 
— and nothing but that, in the 
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Stories, ' that heve happen d to Perbns 
in Times remote, will fonca Condolency, 
and even ring Tears from our Eyes: 
: which is mere, the fabulous Re. 
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che contimual Spectacles of Sorrow, doth 
indeed lay their Joy and religious 
Chearfulneſs; but it naturally ; prompts 
them to rue and all tbe loving 


Effects of it. 
'Tis poſſible indeed, that ſame Men, 
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when Men once” mr 
ſon, ig forſale one of the firſt Prin- 
Gay 4s love all Men ag 

eule, and to do to others a we 
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rived from our earthly Parents, lays an 
Ollizaticn. of Love and Good-Will, 
how much rather dught we to exerciſc 
thoſe -Grages in "imitation of the Fa- 
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1 t be: owned indeed, that 2 hues 
Smilitude of Nature, may be ſufficient 
in ſome produce cheſe Effects 
of Pity md Nindneſs, in Creatures that 
mY void" of Reaſon, —_ > 7 Orb 

Imagination, 4 
of- Memory : Theſe will ftir natural 
Affection to love thoſe that are like 
—_ ; unleſs there be a more pow- 
pugrancy joyned witlt that Si- 
alla and Tuch Creatures Cafinot 
well thoſe of the nme Nature, 
Unleſ they fötget themſelves: But 
then it is to be conſider d that Man 
has this iti ebthmon with all other Ani- 
mals; and that the W Nr of 
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thing more, than in being endowed with 
Boiwels of Mercy, a feeling Senſe; of the: 
Wants and Infirmities of their Fellow? 
Creatures, and a natural Delite to love 
and help them. $0104 0 Noll ad 

That this is the State and bicure of 
human Nature; appears plainly from 
hence; that neither bad Examples, noe 
all the repeated Acts of Cruelty and 
Revenge, can wholly ſuppreſs the Enya 
ral Inclinations to Pity; they will exe 
ert themipaves eee to. N 
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noſtra ſubjecta eſt. Spera & tibi aceidere poſſe, — 
alteri rideas aceidiſſe. Ita demdm exciraberis ad 
ferendam, fi 1 ſurmpſeris ejus animum, qui | operarh in 
lis — impfont.. $i quiz victu — 
tiamus ; fi quis nudus occurrit, veſtia | 
entiore iohuriam ſuſtinet e Ns 5. 5 
am noſtrum peregrinis vel inditzentibai weco. Pupillis 
12 affo, viduis tutela noſtra non deſit. Redimere 20 
hoſte Captiyos magaum Miſericordiz opus eſt. 
item pauperes viſere atq; refovere. ropes ou advent 
ſi objcrine 3 patiamur inſepuleos jacere, Hac- ſun 
opera, hæe Officia Miſericordie, qua fi quis obieric verum 
& acceptum Sacrificium Deo imm̃olabit. Hzc licabilior 
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ty. of humane Nature, wherever they 
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ſert; That Men are not Bretbreu but 
| ate bt" Buam to one another; That 
| the Seite of Natute is a State! of Wit 
and? Hoſtility , and Men are natural 
Wolyes and 'Tygres to cath Otter. 
this Doctrine, tc“ it be 1 
Epieurcs,- yet tis plainly- a falſe ani 
unfair Repreſentitior? of human 
taken only from. the cr Part 
from* the Infelindtions! treéscherbus 
Villains and? ravenous or Por 
if itt doth not need to be 
Nu was mais for Society,” 
- moſt appear a" Aran; e Cöbtiadldt 
that Man -muft” firſt put off His 
ture, before he cin ier he a fi 
which hie was made. 
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rig peagral ple Order that is found in 
e World,” is owing to th , wile Con. 
aud of Man, and not to the Care and 
rovidence of God. who - hath ſent his, 
to the Wo 1 with ſuch, ir, 
reconcileab Enmity to one another, 8 
would, rovoke them to i one 300- n the 2: 
hers, Rl, till. bum omen 1y nee in: . 
yh 79 0 an ſubdue! tho. 203612043 
natural Antipathies., f — — 
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af his Soul from the Father of Hi. 
ris, and the God of Peace, he is belt 
fitted for 7 17 and every Way an- 
ſwering the Ends of his Nature, : But, 
to. 78 a natural Delight in Madneſs 
and Fally, to ſee Men cotiſpiring one a- 
nother's Ruin by Ways of Force and 
Fraud, this is the higheſt Degeneracy, 
as well as Di race of a reaſonal le Soul 
made for Soclet /. 
1 muſt confeſs. could we füpbole, with 
the Sroicks, that human Race. were all 
#$toici pu. only a ſort of * intelligent Muſhrooms; 
tant homi- Gy could we bring our Minds to be- 


nes in om- 


nibus ter- lieve with Epicurus, that great Num. 


ris agris bers of Men ſtatted up on a ſudden, 
neo without any dependance upon, a Crea 
fungos. tor, as the Sons. of Chance, or "without 
yr nes any relation to one another, we might 
fancy them full of Diffidence and Ts: 
louſy 3 and for want of A waintan 
might "ſhun Society, and live like Rea 
of Prey, in Dens and Caves of the 
Earth: : "Bur it is plain t Demon: 
ration, that Things are quit te. othe tr 
wiſe. ' We are not born Fry anger. a 
one another, but w ith loving 17 fi 
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alſo to tlie Father of Spirita, who is the 
Fountain of Love and: Peace, and hath 


created us after hit oton Image ;, | where: 


by. we become the Sons of one common 
Father, and in a more eſpecial manner, 
Brerbren to one another; which Word 
in its jult Eatitude, includes every thing 
that is kind and courteous; tender and 
plain-hearted; ſincere and peaceable, _ 
and upright. 12 72885 

This is the true and anditguiſed Com- 
plexion of human Naturd, and it is the 
great Glory of the Chriftian Religion, 
that upon theſe Principles of univerſal 
Benevolence, as the Conſequence of 
that Relarion we bear töne another; 
it doth found the Good * e and 
the Peace oi e : 1448 

n 

II. . is yet! — Ars | 
ment and Motive, whereby all Men 
are powerfully / invited to live peacea- 
bly wich dan another, and we find it 
occaſionally. preſſed upon us in the Gol; 
pel-; That the only ſecure Way to pre- 
ſerve our own Peace, „Happineſs, and 
Quiet, is by a primary and hearty En- 
deavour to romote the Peace and Wel- 
ſare of orberr, and the Good of that 
Community to which we belong. This 
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is ſomething a more eq Argument 
than' the Souter! which only addreſſes 
ir-felf- to the Ingenuity. of Mankind; 
whereas this affe&s even the Arincple 
of :Self-Prefervation. n ei TS; 
I is undoubtedly one of themoſt def- 

rable Bleſſings of — Life for a Man 
to enjoy his Portion, whatſoever it be, 
in Peace and Quietneſs. For th? moſt 
Men are too eager and impatient in 
getting Wealth, and heaping up Riches, 

tod anxiouſly .burried on by 2 bound- 
leſs Auhrice or Ambition; yet al agree 
in this, that it is a Bleſſing to a Man 
be eat his Morſel with a chearful and 

+ Mind; according to that di 

| Prov, 13. fins wiſc Salomon, Better - 4 Dinner of 

27. Herbs where Love is, than a ſtalled Os, 

and Hatred therewith. And that muſt 

be owned by all to be a miſerable Life 
indeed! which i is wearied out and ſpent 
in perpetual Strife and Contention, = 
when all that a Man hath is made 
precarious and lefs valuable, by conſtant 

Fears of Danger from others. Now 

therefore to prevent this, both Reaſon 

and Religion inform us, that a hearty 
and vigorous Endeavour to advance the 
general Peace and Happineſs of Socie- 

- gd as far as each Man's Ability 4 

tends, 
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Gap. V. Ta tomote Peace, 7 


— 7, very particular ptivate Man's In- 
tereſt and Wel are. 

I am not tere about to paint and 
deſcribe the Beauties and Excelleneies 
of a large benevelent Mind, as it is the 
Gery and true Grase of a Chriſtian 
Life; that I have already done under 
another Head. But I (hall keep; cloſe 
to my ꝑreſent Argument. and onlyigb- 


gion doth concur and fall in ith that 


ſecured, ben every Individual rivas in 
the Ft. lace to promote the general 
Goad of 


uind conhl 8 ;pat:of a Company e 
that are ſent abroad by their Maker to 


ſhift and care for themſelves alone; her 


py in himſelf alone, 28 he alone is ſelf- 
exiſtent, ſelf-ſufficient, and indegenient 
but mat they are all together one com- 
pact Syſtem, or collective Body of ma- 
Ei 5 4 . * 
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tends, ĩs:the ſureſt and ſafeſt Way o 


ſerve, ho -wiſely the Chriſtian Reli 
rational and well approved Maxim, That 
every Man i private Jutergft is then bat 


Henge it is then that on all 'Qoege | 
ons we are given to underſtand, that 
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1 Cor. 12 the Body is one, and bath” many M 
%% bite; ani. aa "Membert that Joo 
Bod), Leine many, are · one Bü, ſo alſo 
ii Chet; or t e<hriſtian Members; 
Intina ng "(thats as Members, every 
one ſhould have a care to preſerve the 
ſts: Body ; that? if they ſeparate;"or 
confine-'all their Care to theinſelves, 
the whole Boa miiſt periſh, and they 
with, it; and chat a ien Cate to 
preſerve the Whole will moſt certainly 
teure the Paris; which is the reaſon 
Phil. 2 4 of that other Exbortation, 'Lodk got eve- 
Man to bir amn Things, but every 
Man” alſo to the Things of other u. For 
indeed he that ſhall. neglect, or contra- 
vene the common Duties of Humanity, 
Benevolence, Juſtice, and Peaceablenefs; 
undermines the Föundation of his own 
Happineſs, and deals as wnpolitically, as 
the Members in the Body natural, that 
ſtwuld withdraw mutual Aſſiſtance, or 
— — — to _ _—_— Th 
aſt as if the ye ſhoul irection 
b to the Feet, or the Hands: plack out 
the Eye; by which Method the Whole 
woot del deſtroyed. 
is true the afovementiciied* Texts 
0 chiefly reſpect the ſpiritual Bro- 
therhood, the Church of God, * 
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of TIN 
of kind; but yet b parit y "of Rea- | 
ſon, Tt holds 'true in Fd civil raterni- 
For botb” ave "the fame Original, | 
tb are founde the. fame Rea - 
ſon, And borb have the fame Effect 
al wic As Religion cannot we! 
thout a Communion of Saints, 
0 that Commuty jon without Peace 
_ good Order; ſo alfo buman Nature 
Wild an favage, falling foul 
6 ſelf without Society, pic 
yet Snot! be Prklef ven without Peace 
and” Oriler. 1929 I! D 
80 again we ae tau ht by "th lade 
Apoſtle," Let no Man ſeek bly tom, but x 0 Cor; 10! 
oe Ae Man 6 Mealth. - ear one q p 
Burt bent, and fo ful Ifl the'Law / 
of © 2 - Arid à in, arity "ſeeketh 1 Cor. 13. 
not Heß 'of its] wn. Now as. theſe ? 
Apoſtol ical Precepts'are the fundamen- 
tal Rules and 'Maxims of our holy Re- 
ligion; ſo they do plainly lean and reſt 
upon that Kine Ar Argutnent and 
Motive to Peace 2; Th That by ſeeking the 
Good" of others, and the Happineſs of 
Society, we do moſt" of all, 125 moſt 
effe Aually " conſult our own Good and 
| 2 And becauſe Example is of- 
kent{nies more powerful n * 
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well as other Creatures, to phi thei 
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own Quist, P _ and, —_ PIR | 


heel, \lyes olly of moſt Men; 
that ;they PIR the right Method 
to a 1 19 5 but; rather follow: ſuch 
Courte e apparently geſtructive 
of ty, and are led by a 
——4 1 40; ſuch Practices, as 
are 1 ry to the fundamental 


Aug and Keligion co -- 0 
oth. As ni tell us, That the 
ſureſt and moſt natural Way to Peace 
gear s:to/live in an orderly 
N Phat we qught every one to 
dle ohr uttmaſt endeavours to-feck and 
defend the common” Welfare ; becauſe 
that being preſeryed- from fpreigu In- 
juries, or domeſtick Enercachments, 
every Man's private Peace is of courſe 
ſecured 5 in as much as that Which 
cauſeth tlie Happineſs of the W. ole, 
is the Cauſę of the Happineſs 
Parts. So that 15 is every Man's - 4 
ty to vie y Himſelf (not in the narrow 
Point of his own ſingle Perſon, or indi- 
vidual Self, hut) in the unbounded 
common Syſtem of rational Beings, and 
to be an Inſtrument in God's Hand of 
luppreſing al ſach Outrages and ho- ; 
tile Villanies, as tend io difurd. the 

Feser of Mankind. 
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For from whence is that Sourde bf 
Miſery! and Sorrow, of Confuſion! an 
every evi! Work, but from that diaböl 
licaf Foußtzin and: ſenſual Principle of 

miſtalen Sell Intereſt; which is: dea 
nothing but a Preterice' do Wiſdom, but is 
indeed the Height of Folly >? Wb 
is it that tempts Men to hate, te bite: 
Gal 5.15. and duvdur one another 2 What males 

the Times ſo difficült and dangerous 

often to good and wile Men, that they 
cannoveſcape the Venom of malevolent 
Tongues, nor hardly ſeeure theinſelye 

from! more "malicious Deſigns ' againſt 

their Livres and Fortunes; when the 
warieft Man knows not whom to truſt; 

not witk whom to converſe? When 

it is kard to find à Friend, and almoſt 
impoſſible to eſcape an Enemy 2 What 

is it, 1 lay, that makes the Werld ſe 
uncomfortable a Place to live in, and 

the Inhabitants thereof to Sig h and 
Mourn, but that very Cauſe chat St. 
2 Tim. 3+ Paul himſelf aſſigns; even that Me art 
lovers of themſelves, making Self and 

Party to ſtand alone, ſeparate from, and 

againſt the true Intereſt and Good of 
Mankind? A Principle that manifeſtly 
perverts all Right, confounds all Order, 
ſpoite the Comfort of-Society, and 2 
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fire too. So true is 
f. T end We He that will. per 7 


good. fy — [ 0, 
Enjue' its Dow. uſ be 


evolent Spirit, Fol- 
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of a 17 5 fad 
lowing ane, an Juch things as are moſt 
Heir to make for the general Good and 
Perle of Society. This is what. is ſug- 
eſted to us och from the Nature of 
ings,” and rom the Condition of 


mu, ife; and. it is over. and above. 

5 hg e xplained by Ye, Sant 

a. 1 

pet ls REY all "this; vain 
ind "fooliſh Pian "Thinks nat wiſer. 
than the Author of s Being, and the 
Redeemer of His H appineſs ; 50 1 
he has found wi a better and a 
Way to Self. Preſerv ation, -and Ky com- 
forrable . Subſiſt ies, by engrolſing All 
to himſelf, an graſping as much as. 
Force and Fraud can procure ; by pro- 
viding . and caring for no more than 
One 5 by, as it were, individualixing 
himſe iH by ſtanding upon his own 
Guard, and, ins ſort” bidding Defiance 
to all the World beſides But that 
this i is plainly a wrong and falſe Me- 
thod,. node x G Gods N or Na- 
2.2 ob Bn . tit . hap ture's 
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| ture's  Ditgdion, wi e f | 
| if we conſider, . | 
1 I. The helpleſs Sie che 


1 of hütan Nature 23 
1 nſhed in its Indivi 
=: ly nothing can well 
miſetable and G | 
were to- ſtand upon "his 01 of 
he were to live in 
without forei 
* come into | 
tural Wea 1 oi 
ſelves fro ow 01 
ger by fi fr But gh 
helpleſs 5 
to defend imfelf ff . 
and at "the ſame time his = 
that he Cal 5 
cloathe his 2 
Indeed, 
buzzing Tatts 
to do b to lock 1. the 
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x 8 qui Czreris ani ti 
dedit, naturalihus ea See nen 
ander, * Hominem verò qui 
lemqʒ forma by cum ſapientia 

ei præter nc, pietatis DIE z lo 

mjnem _ diligat, foreat; mii how by 
& accipia — Auxiliam. a de 1 vero Gn, 
Li * "Rr = 10. 
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h mee e #1 her 
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pl hl them fat fis Feet” le 
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others“ But alas l it is quite otherwiſe 
Mun it bot” ro "Lib, and. mes Vat 
and” Barrenitels Barremiels have ove ad the 


Lrethfort ah Dectebcof Nati is gone 
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25 well 28 eut HUN 1 eat of 
bis Brbtos\; ww x rve and 

+ and hs Wits mig. 


70 naked. His St is Mak, his 
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1 ths Pinto” als whole' Courſe” of 
renn a 
Wien thing ore it ſelf eſitered 
ſhews, thit Society, is the State of Life 
hie "the: Abthor*of' Nature delten 


| for 
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planted in the Soul. 


job 3. 20, > urn ts. Light given. to 
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for Man; becauſe there. i is no other Way. 
of enjoying his Portion of Happine 

but 2 Intercourſe, and united .Coun-- 
ſcl. For tho? perverting th; 
Ends of Nature, an, the Deſigns, | of 
Providence, oftentimes; make. themſelves 
miſerable; yet Man's Miſery even i 

this World is none of, God's Make and 


Appointment; hath made ample 
Proviſion for e Societyn that 


Man may gratify. thoſe forward Incli- 
nations to Ben vale which He has 


Indeed were it otherwile, Man might 
expoſtulate the Caſe with his Maker 


with much greater Force than 2 45 did 


is in Tit unto the, lauer in 
Ill 2 41 . is. Light. be 22575 
by ole. Wy 0 ath 


is bid, and 
bedged in. 4 . eons k 
miſerable, and he 15 e 
1 the Worl 


as Mia a even comes into 


a, the ae and, Aſſiſtance. of. ano- 


ther, i afterward he muſt live hy Ra- 
pine, Fraud, and Injuſtice, and; = un- 
der ſuch dangerous Circumſtances, Ai 
c 


to, be. forced to hazard that Life; hi 
Gad gave. in order to preſerve it? ve 


of hing elle is made happy, and hath 
Enjoy- 


i. 


„ 
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him for Society; if he 
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Enjoyments ſuitable to, its Shen 


and withal is, furniſh'd- with 


ready at hand to attain that 922 45 
And therefore nothing hut the laſt De- 
gree af Perverſeneſs and Infidelity can 
ſuggeſt, that Men muſt fight and ſeram- 
ble for the Comforts and Convenięngies 


of Liſe, hen yet it is: plain, „che, 


cannot he had without Society and 
peaceab e Inter- courſe. l 03 Helmig 
In ſhort, The divine Perfections of 
Goodaeſsiand Juſtice, as well as Man's 
Nature and Frame; - ſtand; directly op3 
poſed to iſuch a Scheme, to ſuch Sup⸗ 
poſitions : And it is evident to a De- 
monſtration, that tho God has made 
Man in his, ſolitary State a ſhifclefs 
Creatute; et for that very Reaſon, ha- 
* ndued him with Priciples of uni- 
Ichenevolence, and thereby fitted 

ill but follow 
the Directions of his Maker, and con- 
ſult the natural Inclinations of his on 
Soul; if he will hearken to the Voice 


of Scripture and of Reaſon, he muſt 
quickly underſtand, that there is no 


Way to procure the Comforts of Life, 
and to ſupply his own Defects, but 
by a Combination of Friendſhip, by 
be and * poſitions, and by 


unit ing 
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uniting his 'own' Concerns wich the 
publitk Intereſt; ftom whenes he will 
day find them reſtored with: giert 
vantage inte His Boſom, and he will 
even carry away the Principle with: an 
extraordinary tere. 3503 ep 

hit is dienten enough to 3 kes 
Munsble. Ctestare 240 lead him tothe 
Knowledge of his Duty, and to 3g 
himſelf to ſuch a Way of — AF 19 
moſt'' conducive to his Happitteſs': „ not 
by the unnatural. Way of Tod md 
Fraud; but by à generous Love, uni- 
verſal Benevolence, diſintereſted Cots 
ver{ation, and a peaceable Society. And 


that this is the Mind and Hawa of 


to promote the Peace and Welfate of 


the Author of rational Natute;:\might 
eaſily be made to appear, by conſidering, 
2. The great Plenty of Gifts and 
Variety of Eadewments that God has 
given to Men, to aſſiſt one znother, 


dae and to very” on the public Con 
cern of Mankind; which is a. plain 
Confutation of har natrow Principle 
of Wiſdom, of driving a Trade fer 2 


Man's ſelf alone, ſeparate fromany Re- 


oo Deſign or divine Wiſder in 


gard to others; or contrary'to the ge- 
neral Good of Mankind. For indeed 


di- 
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diſtributing this Variety of Gifts 10 
very differently, was manifeſtly this: 


That Men might thereby be obliged to 
2 mutual Dependance upon one another. 


made Man (as I have already ob- 
77 2 Weak, helpleſs Creature on 
purpoſe, that he ſhould not depend up- 
on his own Strength in procuring his 
Happineſs; but that he ſhould ſeek a- 
broad for foreign Help. And if the Ob- 


ſervation holds true, that Neceſſity and 


Wifdom, dwell rogether, then 5 


and being. obliged, are connected; and 


Men are, as it were; fareed to be- 
take themſelves to Company, moſt an 
tecedently to their Reaſoning. 

But beſides this, were it conſiſtent 
with 25 Limits of this Diſcourſe, it 
were yr 7 to ſhew, I» not only the 
Order of. Things wir hour us, but even 
the Conſtitution of Things wichin us, 
loudly proclaim the Beauty of a 21 
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nevolent Mind, and even the Neceſſi ny HE 


of a publick ſociable Spirit. For there 
is hardly any Faculty or Paſſion of the 
Soul, or Member of the Body, but 
gives us à plain Indication, that Man 
was not made for himſelf alone; that the 
publick Welfare is j:/} to be regarded, 
even before any private little Intereſt 
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of his own; hay, that the very Prin- 
ciple of making private Good ſubordi- 
nate to the Publick ( which is the Me- 
thod of Nature) is alſo the readieft Way 
to ſecure a laſting Happineſs to every 
individual Member of Lese. God has 
made nothing in vin: And et there 
ate ſoine ſuch noble Powers, ome ſuch 
i ſingular Endowinents in Men's Souls, 
1 104 withal ſome Peculiarities in the 
| Fabrick of human Bodies, that would 
-all prove uſeleſs and inſi onificant! Things, 
if Man were not deſigned for Society, 
if it were not intended that he could 
promote the Good of others, and be help 
ful to thoſe of his own Kind. . 
But this being 2 large dd compre 
henfive: Subject, that wobl require a 
diſtinct Dilsburg by it ſelf, . ſhall not 


enlarge upon it. Eſpecially ince I have 
b 


been ſo happily —.— y the above- 
+ Biſhop * mention'd exe nt Prelate; * and the 


Mee pan Argument hath" been ſitice well enfor- 

n, ted and explained by others. [ fhall 
therefore only add. 

3. And laſtly. Were it to be 405 

pofed, that all Men ſhould ſeparate their 

Care from the Publick, and confihe it 

only to themſelves, every Man's private 

Happineſs muſt neceſſarily be buried 1 — 

wy the 
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the publick Ruins. If Mankind could 
agree to break up Society, and reſolve 
every one to ſhift for himſelf, that 
would quickly. diſcover Man's Wretch, 
edneſs and Miſery; becauſe he would. 
then become a Prey, not only to the 
Beaſts of the Wilderneſs, hut to eyery 
one of his own Kind he meets, that is 


able to out-wit, or to over- power him, 


He is (as I obſerved ) naturally ſo na- 
ked, and , unfurniſhed with Weapons, 
which Nature has given to other Crea - 
tures, that he hath little elſe to defend 
himſelf againſt the Fury of armed Rage, 
but united Counſel : His natural F 
Poverty puts him upon calling for Aid 

| | Og} + +...; ou 
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t Chm imbecillior fic Hominum natura quꝭ m cætera : 
ram Animantium, quas Deus & inſtructas ad inferendam 
& munitas ad Vim repellendam figuravit, affectum no- 
bis miſericord iæ dedit, ur omne Prefidium Vitæ noſſiræ 
in mutuis Auxilijs poneremus. . La#, Epit. Cap. 65. 
Again, Si hac de cauſa ſunt homiges congregati, ut 
mutuis Auxiliis Imbecilitatem ſuam tuedentur, Succuren- 
dum eſt igitur Homini qui egeat Auxilio — Nam qui ſe 
a preftando Auxilio remover, etiam ab accipiendo ſe re- 
moveat neceſſe eſt, quia nullius ope indigere ſe purar, 
qui alteri ſuam denegat. Huic verò qui te ipfe difſe-. 
ciat ac ſecernit a corpore, non Ritu hominis, ſed fera- 
rum more virendum eſt. Quod ſe fieri non poteſt, rt - 
tinend um eſt igitur omnind Vinculum Socieraris huma · 
nz, quia Homo ſine Homine nullo modo poteſt vivere. 
Lad, de vero Cult, Lib. 6. Cap. ioo. 
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from abroad;'- prompts h im to” fludy to 
procure the Good-Will and Opinion of 
others, and even forces him te diſco- 
ver his Inclinations to 40 as well as to 
receive Good; by a Carriage civil and 
obliging, by Dealings juſt and honeſt. 

By theſe indeed he may promiſe him- 
ſelf Peace, Security and Succeſs. By this 
means he may obtain a quiet Enjoy- 
ment of what he gets by honeſt Indu- 
try, (and cannot be deprived of it, but 
by thoſe who violate their natural Prin- 
ciples ) becauſe he deals with kind and 


loving Creatures like himſelf.” But if 


Man is ſent into the World with thoſe 
ſelfiſh, narrow, ſpiteful Diſpoſitions, 
which tome faſten upon him; Society 
would be ſo far from being a Bleſſing, 
that it would prove the greateſt Plague 
and Curſe to human Nature. For 5. 
ciaty puts Men within reach of one 
another, and gives Occaſion and Oppor- 
tunity for the Exerciſe of Malice, Re- 
venge, and Spite. So that it had been 
better for Man to have lived poorly and 
ſolitarily, better to have been ſhut up 
alone in dark Caverns of the Farth, 
and 'to have converſed with nothing 
but himſelf and his own bas he 
Thoughts, than to be plagued wi 


VCeXa- 


Chap, VII. te fran Peace. N ASS 
revatio, Companions, _endue with N 

Y natug "Ant i pat hies 1 one angther. 

f To, . e Maß Is Pooriy provided 

# to 

| 


v4 e alohe; and 10 Autor 1 Na- 


ure, who 1 8 kind 390 1 0 

Es to Oh, 

: Wibke hir 

$ ; 

t 

| ap 6 "be NG Man can” 

f ny: e If. 71 ove and Kindne 15 

5 others, While he cantinzs; his Care and 

, Loye Ty himſelf, From whence it may | 

| be fol, cluded, that the beſt and | 

, likely Way to ſecure a private In. 

4 ns and Welse is to conſult the pub- | 

5 lick Good firſt, and to be content to let 9 

F out gwen Good confilt in conjundion i 

Fi with that of the Publick, or in ſubor- ik 

; 7 „ il 

Male) the whole, both Reeſen _ i} 

4 ation concur to tell us, that thofe 250 

4 0 follow the Laws of Chriſt, anqe | 


do pa conſult the Inclinations of Na- 


; ture by Ads of univerſal Love and Cha-. 18 
| a] . alſo moſt ad purſue = | 1 


* 


1 


190 


- — + # l 
— — —— —— —— — 


9 


The Dgfpn of the Gofpe!l "Patt TH, 


right Principle le of Selk. Preſervation. a are 
ot only the Pappie ieft Men, and beft Chri- 
aps themſelyes, but are the Exeateſt 
Friends to human Nature in general 
the Good and Peace of Society , and 
the univerſal, Welfare of Mankind. os 


Thus by the Blefling of God, I have 
n.Borty PARTS brought my Me- 

1 to 2, Concluſion on 4 ubje& 
of great Variety of Argument, and "of 
no {mall Conſequence to every, ſingle 
Perſon who calls himſelf a C Ae 
For if the reſtoring Man's Nature to 
all poſlible Perfe&ion, both in his pri- 
wgte and in his political Capacity ; If 
the promoting and ſecuring the Happi: 
neſs both of his preſent and future State, 
by. being qualified and directed to become 
the bolieft Man, the ' moſt loyal Subject, 


and the moſt uſeful keln ke: 1 


theſe Things be a Bleſſing to human Na: 
ture, then every Chriſtian may quick 
underſtand and know the ſingular Privi- 
lege and Advantage he enjoys in ths 
Choice that he has made at his Bap- 
tifm-; whilſt he finds himſelf 1 
the Dire&ion and Guidance of ſuch 
heavenly Wiſdom as is both Pure and 
Fee geab 1 Which Wiſdom having been 
we diſtin; 


Chap. IK. to promote Peace. 197 


diſtinctiy and particularly examined in * 
all its ſeveral Parts and Branches, is ; 
fully diſcovered, and is found to * 

long in a very heculiar and extraordi- 

nary Manner to the CHRISTIAN Re- 
VELATION, to the GospEl of our 


bleſſed Lord and Saviour JESU 3 
CHRIST. | 
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CHAP. IX. 

? 
== FECAUSE I eaſily 
ER forc-ſce there will lye 


an Objection againſt 
| ce of this 


7 rſe in both 

| l Fe it; zit may not 
be amiſs & % ay Tort to it by 
way of Coluſa , befo e A draw the 
Inferences I kau; de berher becauſe 


there is ſome ſeeming Weight in it, 
and it has been popularly urged upon 
the like Occaſion. 

If the Precepts of the Chriſtian ” 
ligion are ſo divine and heavenly, a 
hath been above repreſented ; If the 
Rewards and Punihments of the Gol. 
pel be fo wiſely contrived, and ſo well 

T adapted 


) 
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adapted to but Paſſions" and Hatutzl *. 
clinations ; If the whole. Syſtem of 
Chriſtianity, con 4 as one entire 
Scheme of Wiſdom, be ſo productive mn 
thole two excellent Ends, 1 And 
Peace; one might naturally © & 
( you'll ſay ) the State of Chriſten om 
to be 4b were a Heaven pon Earth, 
or to anſwer at leaſt to 1 poetica 
Deſcription of a golden Age, when 
Men were fuppoſed to live in Purity 
and Innocence. Whereas it is to be 
feared, nay muſt be owned, that K. 
perience and the Practice of the World, 
ſhew no ſuch mighty Advantage with 
reſpe@ to either Purity or Peace, which 
the generalit 4 of Chriſtians now-2-Days 
have under the State of Grace, beyond 
what the antient Heathens nad under 
a State of Nature. 
is, in few. Words, i: is the Subſtance 
< Ui is commonly urged and 5 72 
| <7 adult the Wiſdom, Truth, and in- 
Goodneſs of the Chriſtian Inſti- 
nr founded upon true Obfervation 
and melancholy Matter of Fact: 
And therefore all Anſwers to it are to 
be framed accotdingly, and to proceed 
. an ackno le gment of whit can- 
not 


2 


—— —-. — — _ 
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. * 


not in the general be farly, denyed, 


Therefore,. 
1.) Although it ze too plain and 
viſi 1 that the Lives of the 12 780 
rality 'of Chriſtians are very unſuitable 
bo the eir holy Profeſſion ; not. according 
to what might be expected from a pure 
and peaceable Religion; yet it is all i 
Plain that the Chriſtian Religion, in a 
the Parts of it, is ſo contrived as . 
promote and encourage both Purity an 
Peaceableneſs | in Men's Lives and Con- 
verſations ; . eſpecially if the free and 
unprejudiced Powers of our Souls, ſe- 
parate from the corrupt Inclinations of 
the animal Part of Man, may be allow- 
ed to give Judgment in the Caſe. And. 
therefore, tho we could not account 
for that Contrariety of a Chriſtian's 
Practice to his holy Faith; yet. the 
Truth - of that divine and heavenly 
Wiſdom ſo conſpicuous in the Goſpel, 
ſtands firm and unſhaken ; becauſe to 
the Reaſon, and not to the corrupt Prad. 
Bur of Mankind the Appeal is made. 
— 
(2.) There is a very rational Ac- 
count to be given of this Matter, of 
the wide Dif: rence there is betwixt a 


Chriſtian's F ich and Practice. For we 
are 


| Chap: * mean 


are 10 conßder- at there 5 tie two: diE 
fer t Principles in Man, the animal, 
and! e ſpiritual.” The animal Life! is go- 
verned by the thing which urs ſeen E 
rbe ſpiritual Erfe þy kde things whitb ave not 
flow It is 8 ander then e tha t re 


ligion Freit 4 Di 1 
17 e 45 Wel Sy 


ky Ter E by the ineiples es ot a. i- 
ritual Li fe J " ects he prefers rP e- 
ſures of the, animal Life I ontinu- 
ally tempting and courting his Affee. 

tions, and the "Rewards i Vertue ate : 

at a * diftatice, "abſent and unſeen, The 

Wiſdom or Fo olly ot either "Choice does 
15 e a bah undder Examina- 

ut F am on 


' to. obſerve, that 
fie The Defign, of nity” is t6 


reſtrain Man's f Nature, to curb his 

extravagant Defires, and to, fet Bounds Y 

to His card!” Mind, that 'he thay taſte 

And reliſh the manly Pleaſures of a fi- + 720 

ritual Life; conſidering how m are \ 

verned by "Reaſon, and how many by 

Senſe, it is no Wonder that the. gene- 

Tur. of Chriſtians ſhould” live ſo un- 
to their Profeſſion, + that theft See Gal 

1 5 40d irrational ſhould” get the Vi-!“ 

ory over the ſpiritual. and rational 

Life; or, in other Words, that there 


ſhould 


6 The Canolufion. 
- ſhould be ſo many Seminal 10 A e, 
ws riſtians. gion; 71 
( 3; }Ebecially iy ning tha at Gad, 
having mage Man 2 ratio 9 
and Frans im with a free P 
cannat be ſuppaſed willing to pts. 


e Pome «er of 


be f Nu, 
Ti of Men n Pen W on 
bly bent or inclined to.the 0 
Practice of Vertue, . en 
Good and Evil w courſe. taken 


7 7 


= Actions, 
1 ſo. Frequently oo. 148. 
Ml ve, AS 4. : 
= FD i 5 
a Capacity of Happhi 
| leat Rules of 


comp 

them, with the N 
Aid; 75 yet H Men arg 

| obedient; if the 

| God Led hem, 15 if they 2 Fa 


follow 


Part 
£ * 4 07 - E 


S 
Mind, and full Wilt 
W * Conſent 4 ch il 4 


Fa, 7 


follow Chriſt, ene, 1 Die, 
but their own L uſts ad refractory 
_ for ſinful Pleaſures, the Fault 0 
at their on Doors. For as St. 
Felt — 8 comerh not Feu. 8 
bim that fate e WS SQ 

- Accordingly Or * e ar-, Lib. 6. 
gues on = "ike Dea on; That roam con. Cel 
_— -there is required, 

only that L Per ſunder offer fuch 

Things as are apt to .beget Belief ; but 
alſo. that there be 4 willing and teachz⸗ 
bie Diſpofirion in him that igito be per- 
ſuaded;, ocherwiſe the beſt Orawur' may 
pf A. Iff3 webs 01 5897 
= ym 28 hath been made to 


offers and propoſes 
Arguments and 


Na W og beet Belief in 
is all that can be 
— The #2 übte, the Act of be- 
ing Peſudu is f a Work of a Man's 


pr enim bl eſt beteten b. fieri 
autem proprium eſt hominis Naturz; Si 58irur tradi- 
deris Aer tuum eſt, id eſt, en e & ſab- 
jeckionem, percipics hes arrem, & eris perfe 
Dei. Sidaurem non c ei, & fager 


as 2 f 
erit Cauſe, imperſectionis iu te, qui nen Wen | 
non in illo qui vocavit. Jren. Lib. 4. C. 76, | 
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own; and he may either choſe or 6. 
f fuſe to obey and be happy; as the Pro- 
| Ita. 1, 77 expoſtulates, I ye be willing and 
= 20. obe _—y ſhall ar 2 3 
= 3 but if ye-refuſe and rebell, ye' 

e devoured do ” Sword, 
(I. and Laſtly.) Upon the. whole 
5 therefore; that Contrariety and Unſuit. 
_ ableneſs, Jo diſcoverable in the Lives df 
many Chriſtians, muſt he aſeribed either 
to their Infidelity, or their Inconfidend- 
ion. For that the Precepts of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; enforced with eternal 
Rewards and: 'Puniſhments, do natinaly 
tend to advance the Morals. and true 
eee as 
'an mon tive * 9 
10. — no ſober and impartial Judge 
can well deny it: And indeed the 
| Examples of | pious - Men in all Ages. 
= but more particularly... the Lives::and 
il Practice of the / generality of the pri 
| mitive Chriſtians, are an undeniable 
Proof of it. But it Infidelity lieth at 
the Bottom of Men's — 
will not believe, tis no wonder that 
. our preaching. to them ſhould be in vain, 
and that they ſhould yet continue in a 
Stafe of Unregeneracy.. It is no- won- 


der chat nominal Proteſſours, who will 
NA n ot 


WS KI = 
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or. 
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pot believe revealed Religion, ſhould 
lead ſuch Lives, as make them a Diſ- 
grace N "ge 0 Heatheys and Chriſtians 
too. petſuaded had we a 
Cato WP a _—_ — us, they 
would be aſhamed of the Lives and 
Practices of many ſuch; Chtiſtians, as 
are now a Diſnionour to any Syſ 
of Morals, that conſults the Go 
Mankind, ie! 0 ibis or: the; other 3 
World. WII no B. t e n ite 
But then if ee mage i. Lives of 
Chriſtians be not ſo directly owing) de 
their Infidelity ty, as t 9 federation; 
the Root of all vill be ound e 
much the ſame ſtill ; inaſmuch as In- 


conſideration. in -Mazters.of Religion al- 


let Rp Ohtiſtians pretend what | 
wat yet 1 they da not conſider; 
2 what they knew, it 18,2 er- 


ta Gan chat they do pot pightlyche- 
ls. * that upon the hole, we 
have ont 


this "ON&;; — 1 
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ful Inferences might be drawn 
— ſuch a comprehenſive Subject as 
this in both Parts of it. But I ſhall 
chuſe to ſelect only ſome few of thoſe 
that are moſt obvious and natural, ſup- 
poſing that every pious Reader wil be 
able to draw many more for his own 
private: Satisfaction and Comfort,” - 


by Boeing the Chriſtian Religion on: 
entire em of r 


plain” as well as practical Rules and Di- 
rectiens for a holy and a happy Liſe, 
we may naturall 2 —— 
that whatſoever is not plainly 


and has no practical Fenty 40 — 
ever Speculstlon or Controverſy tends 
rather to fill the Head, than to in- 
flame the Heart with pious and peacea- 
ble Inclinations, is no Part of the Re- 
ligion of a Chriſtian ;- to be ſure no 
Part of a private Chriſtian's Concern. 


For 


4 W Ti The: C 


F or a8 the Delide We that te 
Wiſdom diſcoverable in the Golpel, is : 
to reſtore. and advance. human Nature 7 
' I Þy divine. Precepts, and. 0 ng 
otives z; ſo the known ait 
neceſſary: to Salyation, £onfiſts 27 ain 7 
Articles and Ae and a Chriſtian _. 

8 chiefly. obliged 50 gyn. Chriſt for 
is Saviout, and to receive: tlie Cbriſtian 

Morals. 2 the Rule of Life, 17 

intangling and e himſelf, yi 

Inricacits and Key) Nan n ll 5 
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Accordingly, it is the "Obſervation 
of a judicious Divine; The Wiſdoni 
* of- God, faith he, catinot be conceived 

to aim at any other Defign in cm- 
, ene n 1 Hp or bs 


ä 


/ 


Vai Mer aich 1 gen ous 
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* Amuſement: 2— And whatſoever. is by 
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0 Information of our Minds, in the na- 


ture of Good and Evil, and this in 
order to direct our Choice. All Itr- 
ſtructions therefore. muſt of 'necellity 
be plain, ſince tis by things e) and 
familiar, ſuch as at firſt Sight we may 


© apprehend, whereby we can be led on 


to the Knowledge of Matters more 
remote and difffcult: But ' obſcure 


and unintelligible Dyhripes can have 
no effect upon us, but unprofitable 


« the Wiſdori-of God laid out of out 


© Reach, can be no Part of our Con- 
7-11 "Ant again. 


8's , 12 
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be We may live ourſelves the trouble 
* of reading the long and tedious Diſ- 
*: putes,. which with ſuch; intemperate 

*''Zeal are always in agitation among 
© the ſeveral Parties of Chriſtians : For 


6. _ Inſtitution. being 


© ſhort, it cannot admit of being ſpun 


out into long Controverſies. And tho 
© T have read inan Books of controver- 
© fial Divinity, I do not remember 1 


haye met With any one Conttoverſy 
2 about the Matter of meer Religion); 
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© ther I ſhould be heartily ſorry. when 
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„Heart a high Reverence and Venera-, 


tion for. almighty God. > Whether 


oh © ought, to walk before * in Sin- 
« cerity nd VUprightneſs' ? Whethitr 


or no 1 de thankful to hit, 


for all the Benefits which I have re- 


« ceived from him 2, Whether I ſhall 
« ſubmit to his Will with. Patichce, 
and endeavour to govern my Paſſi⸗ 


< ons, to bring them to à due Made. 


ration and Temper, by making them 
ſubject to the La of Reaſon? Whe⸗ 
ther ſhould be true to my Promiſe, 


© juſt) in my Dealings, Charitable” to 1 to! 
the Poor, and ſincere in my Devo- 


© tions? |, Whether 1 thould he ten. 


ferate and ſober, modeſt and 'chafte, 
« and demean my ſelf in an humble, 
civil, and agreed manner towards 
© thoſe with whom I converſe ? Whe⸗ 
* 1 come ſhort of my Buty, and ſhould 
be watchful in the Denial of my ir- 


oY * regular- Appetites, and. Paſſions, and 
* evil, Inclinations for the future? In 
* ſhort, it has not, that I know of, been 


* difputed, whether Juſtice, Benignity, 
* Meeknels, Charity, Moderat ion, Pa- 


* tience, and Sobriety, ſhould be re- 


f Feiyed Ia our Aon . | Si whe 
oY Pot 15 "Vice 


n 
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; 


© ther we ſhould, love God and our 


© Neighbour ? Orrbodor) of Faith is 
* made the Pretence of Ce, 


* but the one Thing ny is 67 | 


6 _ thodeay of Praffice- 1 ff ae 


Since then the Golpel of cui was 


zeneral 


intended for W 
Inſtruction of 
755 i 
Learned, it is accordingly made plain 


Good and 
Mank nd ; for the Por 
literate, as well as the Noble and 


and eaſy to the Underſtanding in all 
things neceſſary | to Salvation. * 2 


though there are my precious. Trea- 
ſures of Wiſdom in the Scripture to 


encourage our | Piety, and to > rid 


any thing is deliver d fo eee, that 


we. are not able to reach the Depth 


and Meaning of it, we may conclude, 
that whatever Foul God Intended, 541 
did 


f *i Ty 


_ 


. 


” * 1 


. Ir was never the 1 of the al be 4 


the learned Mr. Hales in his Sermon on John 1 hat 29.1 
w 


to make it a — of Wit and ae to know 
2 Saved. me 2 Soul, net one deeply learn- 


and bee Sed ſimplicem, rudem % 5 impo- 
EN 


qualem habet Qui eam ſolam habet; as ( Ter» 


 rullian ſpeaks ) ſuch au one as that Man hath, that hat 


not hi ing elſe but his Soul to wirhefs him to a Man ; 


and even this ſhall with eaſe en whay i is neceſ- 


ſary to ſave him. 


our Diligence in ſearching; yet where 


Chap. IX. The Conelufion. 
did not make that abſolute 
to Saluation; 71 becauſe if he. had, accors 
ding to the, L Sr, Wy all wiſe Laws, 
he would ha 

and not in intricate. IN) views 


Tannen 5 
% TRE, "TN v1 LI 


* 


* 


1 if 33 3 Rae and 
Pp n Men's Lives, * che firſt and 


chiei 'defign of the Chriſtian. Religion, 


in order to ſeparate and diſtinguiſh the 
from the profane Part of the Worl 
then how careful ſhould all who ca 


themſelves Chriſtians, be to adorn the : 


Do&rine of their Religion in all things, 


by ſuitable, Lives and Converſations, 


that it ma oF: 1 2. Reproach 
and Scandal. 
EW Chun at at bis Baptiſm renounces 

all thoſe ſpiritual Enemies of his Sal- 
vation, the "Iv. orld, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil; and thereby makes his Body be- 
come the Temple and fit Habiration 


for the holy Spirit. of God to dwell 
in: But if afterwards. by vile Pafs 


ſions and brutiſhn Luſts, he forces and 


drives that bleſſed Spirit from him, 
then it becomes natural for wicked Spi- 


rits ta enter in and dwell. there; e 
Ther the . Ela 4 that May is 


worſe 


it down. in plain 


*4 F 


-> 20 
eceſſary 
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2 Per. 5 br ſe | thay ho! . 


pea he *Pollutions o the W; orld 
 #be . of LA Lord end ang 


| tie © 
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Cas St. 
eve *eſca- 
through 


Peter” argues? if after 952 


us. Chriſt, they are again entangled 
e, and — 3 latter | 
is worſe with them thas the Be in- 
Fur It bad Bren betthr fl 
not 70 haue known” the Way of Rigbre. 
otiſnefs,- than After they' baue known it 
to turn From the boly eee fe 
del vered unto them. 1 24 at 1: 


101 


Wit + + 


III. Since the drigonbting } the public 


Good and Welfare of Society hath: ap- 


peared to be a Dui and Principle enfor- 
eed by God and Nature too; ſince Sub- 
2 4 to publich. Authority, a quiet 
and Peserablk Behaviour in gur ſeveral 
Stations, is part of that heavenly Wiſdom 
recommended to us in the Golpel, then 
all ſuch Principles and Practices as tend 

to diſturb\ Society and the Peace of 
Mankind, are to be abborred by ſerious 

. becauſe they are not to be 


| 6 te on any Pretence whatſoever ; no 
not 


2 Zeal for God and Religi Wu 
* — not ſay what Cauſe there is 
i making this Inference, plain and pa- 
vor? as It is; 9 it hath * 
G 


— — * ae 


he "il 7 — 2 
m th Ie to 2 
5 by all e 80 . or 
Perfidiouſheſs can Ee But this is 
plainly that Fart of "corrupt" Nature 
which began to work in 'ſome'” of the 
Diſciples even of out bleſſed Lord, be- 
fore they underſtood che Temper r and 
Tesgedc of his Religion; whilſt they 
25 5 5 in calliy down Fire 
{tre ed their 


quickly - 
cbs I by: our b oe Te Ind! not Luke 9. 


( faith hie) what" mannei F Spirit ye 56 
are of ; for the Son of” Man js not come 
to deſtroy Men's Lives, but to fave them. 
That is, ſuck a cruel; fiery” Spirit is 
contrary to t Meckudtz of fs "Goſpel. 1 
and defeats the End of Chriſt's cutting 
into the Werld. EF 
It had been happ V if the” World had oF, 
Not experienced” n thoſe” wo call 
themſelves Chriſtians, even à worſe Spi- 
rit than this, (as it has not the Excuſe. 
of — 5 ontrary not only to Chri- 
ſtianity, 


— 


3 


And rather Gap not gain their Ends 


he. Peace and Voigt pas 
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ſtianity, but to the very Prineinhs 
natutal Religion, and even Humanity 
it ſelt ; whilſt the. pretended Vicar. of 
Chriſt, with his whole ene of 15 

uently allow 
Tee e go pegs en 
| EY Fa at | 170 5 Go 
and his Irut e 
| Blogd and War:: 


ingdoms 1n 


8 Mali ce and Bees will enter in- 
ions with others to ſubvert 


—_— to 2 
elr ox r 198 1 
into the * orcigners. A . 
ples, that would have been abhorred 
the heathen Philoſophers, . and Lk 
eed ag contrary to the true 8 10 
© Chriſtianity, as Light. and Darkneſs 70 
to N atiother, CID | 
y indeed, if homes. Nature: wer 
but Ih to it ſelf, to the FA op 
its own mild and merciful. | leber. 
we might reaſonably. expect better 
fects, than from fuch a Religion, as 41 
| ſpires; Men-with © ſavage Principles; an 
prompts them to commit all the 25 
rages that Fa: and and Zeal can ſu 
mem, and diſtus bt 
Sedition and e 


d by 


| miſſion to uperiours, and makes Sor 


and Berwolence, 
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Chap. IX. The Conelufon," 
Bat lierein lyes the Excellence of Chri- 


ſtianity, that it* doth enforce and fuci- 
litate Obedience to fTovernours, and Sub- 


{ ſs natural and defirable to all) — 
table and pleaſant, by feforming Men's 
wicked Diſpofitions, and reſtraining cor- 

ay. Nature ou Violence and Cw 


1. It By 4 ” aus, Mercy 
an . — Love 
and univerſal Charity - the L e 5 
raferiflickt of the 
then 12 Chtiſtians 
libiliry, Cathdlith) 
they will, juſt ſo ir” 28 they leave this 


renee yay 


again Rule, ſo far they leave 


the Rel 
As it 


on of Teſus Chriſt, 
s the Hiſt Diſgtace and Dege- 


neraty * Mary's Nature ro contract his 


Soul, to confine his Love within the 
narrow Bounds of 'himfelf or his Party, 
ſo it is che exemplary Grace of a Chri- 


ſtian above all others, that he enlarges 


and widens his Soul, by a Charuy ex- 


tended to the utmoſt Bounds of human 


Nature. e Principles and Practices 


th eteboer . — — are found, 
which do „ 


An u. 


chriſtian 


of Parity, 8 ä DEE 
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The Concluſion. Part II. 
cbriſtian Spirit, and are by no means 
conloriant to the mild. Diſpoſition and 
loving Temper of the Goſpel, are to be 
lookt upon only as the Effect of the 
moſt corrupt Natures, and are for that 
Reaſon to be avoided by All, who have 
any due Regard to the Honour of a 
Lord and. Maſter; inaſmuch as - 
ſtianity 1s then at its Height, and in the 
greateſt Glory; then the Pale of the 


Chriſtian, Church is molt of all ; open'd 


and enlarged, when it ſhall be diſcaver'd 
to the whole World, that not Perſe- 
cution and Rage, but — and Charity | 
univerſally prevail among Chriſtians, 

By thii Jan all Men.“ know that ze qte 
my Diſciples, if ye; Nay: un: one. to 


another. 761 of * 3 1 15 Meer ' 


(13.3) acts, 


Laſtly. If it be a ARIA Privile | 
and Bleſſing to haye ;a Religion of = 
a pure and ſpiritual; Nature, how Care- 
ful ought We, that * the MIN IST ERS 


of it, to be, leſt. we betray il bar ſuch 
Practice or Demeancur, as W. 


maintain the Purity thereof in our — 


Lives and Conve ations ? We that ar are 


the Ambaſſadours of Chriſt, the Preach- 
ers of this gloriqus 72 65 are under 
8 Obligations to be Exemp $9.9 
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| Others, in ' manifeſting both” the” Pure 
and Peaceable Effects of the Chriſtian 
Religion; not only in our Sermons, 
* in our Pratice.. Ft or it would be 

difficult Thin o perſuade o- 
ben that the G0 del Fre eee will 
have ſuch pure Effects, if We 'manifeſt- 
Iy diſcover the, e our own 
Lives. 

Not that Religion appt. to Cuff for 
thoſe Faults and Miſcarriages, which 
really” proceed from the want 1 
and thereſpre it is a v 1 Way of . 5 
Arguing to weilehe the Truth and'Ex- 
cellence of a Religion by the Practice 
of ſome of its Freschers and Frofęſſours; 
becauſe the beſt Thit ngs are liable to be 
perverted and abu Beſides, alas! 
we do not pretend to be exempt from 
the common Weakneſſes and 'Frailties of 
human Nature; this mighty "Treaſure 
is committed to us in earthen Veſſels, 
and all our beſt Endeavours will be 
mixt with many Failings and natural 
Infirmities. However, we ought, as 
neat as we can, to endeavour after the "oi 
higheſt Degrees of -a Goſpel: Purity, if 
we would hope to do much Good upon 
thoſe that hear us. For tho Men Jo N. 
deed extreamly miſcalculate when they 
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212 The Coneluſſon. Part 1h, 
expect Preachers to be perfect Sai 
75 et if they qbſerve many and —_ 
 Miſcarriages in our T res they will be 
hardly brought to think, that We ours 
ſelves believe the Wiſdom from above, 
to be either Pure or Peaceable, when 
they ſee the contrary Effects in " Pra. 
ice: And ſuch a wrong Way of 
Arguing we cannot tell what to ay to 
neither. | 47 
Let us therefor rake Care to beharg 
ourſelves with a religious Caution un- 
der ſuch difficult Circumſtances. Poe 
Mats 6, 23. {3 our Lord himſelf 11 5 ha 
ht that is in ut be Darkne Tt 
21 is that Darkye(s ? Le 7, the that 
are Miniſters of Religion do our-ut- 
mat to be Examples to others, both 
the Purity of our Lives, and 12 
Hades deration of our Principles: 
our Light ſo ſbine 3 Men, that 2 
ſeeing our ood. 44 orks, may lor 1% M 
Fat ber which is in Hegvenl. And this 1 
am perſuaded will: be the beſt Way 
generally ſpeaking, to conyinee Men 
that our Religion 1s as as We mak 
it, and that the Laws and Rules 670 1 
it put in Practice, will have beiten 
and Peaceable Effects. f 


THE END. 
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